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REPORT 


FROM THE 


Committee of SECRECY; 
The Ninth of June, 1715. 


HE Committee of Seerecy appointed to Exa3 
mine the ſeyeral Books and Papers to them re- 
ferr d, and to Report to the Houſe what they 

| ſhould find material ia them, having examin d 

and conſider'd the ſame, have agreed upon the following 

Report to be made to the Houſe, containing ſuch Facts 

and Papers as appear'd to them to be moſt Material, and 

of the higheſt Importance, together with the Reafonggbat 


induc'd the Committee to lay them before the Houſe fon 


\ 


their further Conſideration. | | 


I be ſeveral Books and Papers referr'd to the Commit- 
tee chiefly relate to the late Negotiations of Peace and 
Commerce; To the intended Demolition of _ Dunkirk ; 
To the obtaining and diſpoſing of the Aſients Contract . 
To ſome Negotiations concerning the Catalans; and Se- 
cret Tranſactions relating to the Pretender. 
The Committee was in Hopes, in ſo voluminous an In- 
quiry, to have been able to trace out all the Steps, and the 
whole Progreſs of theſe Negotiations; but to their Sur 
prize they find a want of ſeveral Books, Letters, and P.- * 
pers mention d and referr'd to in thoſe that have been de- 
liver'd te them, and frequent and long Interruptious of 
fome very material e that were carry d 
FEM - 2 25 


* 


"EY | 
on: But being in form'd. that theſe Accounts are all, which 
have any way come to the Hands of thoſe who have the 
Honour to ſerve his preſent Majeſty, the Committee pro- 
eeeded to draw up the following Report, warranted and 

founded upon ſuch Authorities, as the Perſons concern d 
vouchſafed not to ſuppreſs. ; 7 

The firſt material Paper is entitled, The firſt Propoſitions: 
of France, fign'd by Monfieur de Torcy, April 22, 1711, 
N. S. and is here annex d, No. (1*). To whom theſe Pro- 
poſitions were directed, what previous Steps had been 
made on the Part of France, or what Encouragement 
had been given on the Part of England, does not appear; 
but it is evident that they are conceiv'd in very looſe and 
general Terms; that from the Beginning the Deſign of 
France was to ſecure Spain and the Neſt Indies to King Phi. 
lip; to create ſealouſies among the Allies; and that France 
offer d to treat with England and Holland either by. them- 
ſelves, or jointly with the reſt of the Allies, which is 
left to the Choice of England. — 5 
On the 27th of April, 1711, O. S. + Mr. Secretary 
$7. Foln tranſmits thete Propoſitions to Lord Raby, the 
Queen's Ambaſſador at the Hague, with Orders to com- 

| municate them to the Penſionary, to aſſure that Miniſter: * 

= the Queen was reſolv'd in making Peace, as in making 

| * War, to act in perfect Concert with the States, and de- 

© fires the Secret may be kept among as few as poſſible. 

He confeſſes that the Terms of the ſeveral Propoſitions 

© are very general; that there is an Air of Complaiſance 
'© ſhown to England, and the contrary to Holland, which 
might be of ill Conſequence, but can be of none, as 
long as the Queen and States take Care to underſtand 
each other, and to act with as little Reſerve as becomes 
© two Powers ſo nearly ally'd in Intereſt ; and deſires the 
pPenſionary to be aſſur'd, that this Rule ſhall on cur Part 
be inviolably obſcrv'd. 1 a 
Lord Raby, by his Letters of May the 25th and 26th, 
"2711. NS. to Mr. St. John, in Anſwer to theſe Orders 
and Aſſurances, acquaints him, + That the Penfionary 
had, with thoſe of that State who had been formerly 
| ; __ *employd ff 


* Vol. 9. fol. 7. Ni. 1. fel. Fo + Fol. 1. fol. 29 and 33. 
. 


F 


tain'd in them. * | 
Atſter theſe mutual Aſſurances had: paſſed 


- "LF 


7 employ'd in the Negotiations of Peace; conſider d Monz? 


« fieur de Torcy's Propoſitions, and the obliging Manner 


ain which her Majeſty was pleas d to Communicate 


« them; that they thank'd her Majeſty for her Confi« 


« dence in them, and aſſure her, that theirs is reciprocal; 


c and that as her Majeſty had promis'd, ſhe will make . 


no ſtep towards a Peace but in concert with them, 


* 


they deſire ſne may be aſſur d of the ſame on their Part, 


_ © and that they will make no ſtep in that, or any other 


* 


kind of Negoriation, which regards the mutual Inte- 
reſts of both Nations, but in Communication and Con- 
cert with her Majeſty; they urge the Neceſſity of an 
entire Confidence one with the other, at this Critical 


" W „ 


- 


juncture; they declare themſelves weary of the War, 


« which they egdeavour to conceal from the Enemy, 
« leaſt he ſhould make his Advantage by it; and that 
they are ready to join in any Meaſures, which her Ma- 


« jeſty ſhall think proper, to obtain a good Peace: 


6 But they look upon theſe Propoſitions as yet, in the 


<« ſame manner as the Secretary does, to be very dar 


and general, and deſign'd io create Jealoufies between 
© her Majeſty, that Republick, and the Allies; but they 
depend upon her Majeſty's Juſtice and Prudence, to 
prevent any ſuch ill Effect, and hope ſhe will make the 
French explain, more particularly, the ſeveral Points con- 
| e 
N betwixt En- 
gland and Holland, the Committee is {arpriz'd to find not 


the leaſt Communication to the States of the Negotiati- 
ons that were carrying on, for above five Months tage- 
ther, betwixt England and France, till after the ſpecial 
Preliminaries were fign'd, and the ſeven general Prelimi- 
naries were concluded and ſent to temen. 


ln the mean time Lord Raby, not being as yet let into . 
the Secret, freely declares, + He thought it adviſeable, 
and neceſſary, to go open with the States in this Matter 


of the Propoſitions; + acquaints the Secretary that all 


the Letters from France agreed, that all the Hopes the 
5 A'S - "0 Freith | 


+ Fune 4. 1711 Vel, 1. fel. 65. E. F une 12, "Pal, * = 


fol, 89. 


(8) 

French had was to ſow Jcalouſies among the Allies 

And || repeats his Advice, That we muſt act cautiouſly 
* with them (the States) that they may have no reaſon 
to accuſe us, for 1 leaſt Meaſures without them. 
But it was not long before Mr. Secretary St. ohn pre- 
pared his Excelleney to have other Sentiments of the 
manner of carrying on this Negotiation, and in his Let- 
ter of the 29th of May S acquaints him with the agree- 
able News, That it was her Majeſty's Pleaſure, that his 
Excellency ſhould make all poſſible haſte to come o- 
« yer, ſince her Service may better diſpenſe with his Ab- 
'« fence at this Point of time, than it will perhaps do at 
another, and ſince we muſt now expect to have very 
ſoon upon the Tapis, many Intrigues, concerning which 
the Queen thinks it expedient that he ſhould confer 
« with the Miniſters here; acquaints him, that her Ma- 

« jeſty defign'd, upon his Arrival, to give him the Pre- 
motion in the Peerage, which he had deſired. And 
then, that his Excellency might begin to have ſame No- 
tions agreeable to the Senſe of our Miniſters, Mr. St. Folm 
in anſwer to ſome very long Letters of his Lordſhip's, 
full of his own Reaſons, and the repeated Aſſurances of 
the Miniſters of the States to act in perfect Concert and 
with an entire Confidence in her Majeſty, tells him in 
theſe Words, That Britain had gone ſo much too far in 

weaving ber Intereſt into that of the Continent, that 
-* it would prove no eaſie Task to diſentangle our Affairs 

without Tearing or Rending. 1 

But this work of Tearing and Rending did not at all 
diſcourage his Excellency, who waiting then for ſeveral 
Poſts from England, ſftop'd by contrary Winds, and begin- 
ning to ſuſpect that the courſe of the Negotiation was 

turn'd into another Channel, that the Miniſtry here might 
be fatisfy'd that his Lordſhip could without much diffi- 
cCulty depart from his own Opinion, J he deelares in his 
Letter of June the 16th, 1711. N. S. to Mr. Sr. Jahn; 
* You may be aſſured, I will venture any thing and un- 


* dertake any thing to ſerve the Queen, you may venture Is 
5 5 Z © boldly ? 
Tus 20, Pu. 1. fol. bg. 8 Pol. 1, fol. 33. J. x. 5 
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* boldly to truſt me with the real Intentions, and be af- 


«© ſur'd, I will not make further uſe of them, than ac- 


* cording to my Iaſtructions. He tells him, if the thing 
is actually gene no further than it appears, and Franca 
« has not yet explain d. and he has a mind, that he ſnould 
come over for the Queen's Service, he is ready to come 


© in a Tatcht, Frigat, Packet- Boat, or any way; and con- 
© cludes in ſhort, Diſpoſe of me how you pleaſe, for all 


© my Deſire is to ſerve her Majeſty to her Satisfaction, 


© and I ſhall never grudge any Danger and Pains. i 

This voluntary and frank Declaration his Excellency 
deſires in a particular manner, may with his humble Com- 
pliments be communicated to the Duke of Shremsbury and 
Mr. Harley. | | 

It has been already obſerv'd, that all Correſpondence 
betwixt England and Holland, concerning the preſent 
Treaty, ended with the Communication of the firſt Pro- 
poſitions of France; if the Dutch had made any Attempt 
to wreſt the Negotiation out of the Hands of the Queen, 
if they had enter d into any ſeparate Meaſures, or taken 
any Steps that might give juſt Occalion af Offence or 
Suſpicion to England, tis very probable the Accounts of 


any ſuch Proceedings would have been leit by the Mini- 
ſtry, for their own Juſtification; but the Committee do 


not find the leaſt intimation of this kind, and are at a loſs 


to know upon what Pretence ſuch ſolemn Aſſurances 


were difpens'd with as ſoon as made, and the Honour 
and Name of the Queen facrificed to the private Views of 
her Miniſters. —_ 
All Tranſactions betwixt England and France during: 
this time, except two or three Papers, are entirely ſup- 
preſs'd, which in Lord Strafford's Inſtructions of O#obry 
the iſt, 1711, * are ſaid to have been carry'd on by Pa- 
pers ſend backward and forward, and much time ſpent 
therein; the firſt Paper, that is found, is cal.'d, + Private 
Propoſitions ſent by Mr. Prior from England, dated Fuly 1. 
No. (2) | 


The next is a Paper call'd, & Mr. Prior's Authority; this 


is ſign d, Anne R. at the top, and 4. R. at the bottom. 
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not eounterſign d, and is without a Date, and the Cons 


C 
tents are, Myr. Prior is fully Iuſtructed and Authorized to i 
communicate to France our Prelimmary Demands and to bring 7 
us back the Anſwer. ; 6 | 2 
Theſe rwo Papers together muſt be underſtood to be i 
Mr. Pricr's Powers and Inſtructions, or are at leaſt all that c 
are found in the Office, or given in by bim; but by an 4 
Entry in Lord Srrafford's Book ſubjoin'd to theſe private 1 
Propoſitions carry'd over by Mr. Prior, it appears that Mr; 0 
Prior had Orders to ſee if France had full Powers from Spain. . 
Theſe Propofitions, which were form'd here, lcave no 1 
room to doubt of the little Concern the Miniſtry had to v 
make good the repeated Aſſurances, that had been given 7 
to the Allies, in the Queen's Name, to make the French 60 
more plain and particular, ſince in all things that concera tl 
the Allies the Engliſh Propoſals are as dark and general, c 
as thoſe that came from France; nd if this ſtill could be n 
any Queſtion, it is ſufficiently clear'd up in a third Paper, . 
entituled, & Draught of Anſwers upon the Conference with 0 
Monſ;eur Meſnager, wherein. the Britiſh Miniſtry is much t 
furpriz'd to find That Monſieur Meſnager had Orders to. c 
inſiſt that the Queen ſhould enter into particular En- p 
* gapements upon divers Articles which depend not upon c 
© her, and which regard the Intereſt of the Allies; they n 
appeal to all the Papers which had been ſent back ward 
* and forward during this Negotiation, that to that which t 
* was carry'd by Mr. Prior, that the Principle upon which 7 
they had treated all along was, That France ſhould v 
« conſent to adjuft the Intereſts of Great Britain in the In 
6 firſt Place. This is a Principle from which the Queen te 
can never depart, and that it was abſolutely neceflary d 
to remit the Diſcuſſion of the particular Intereſt of the A 
— pencrat Conferences, tl 
F By this it appears, that the Miniſter of France was ind te 
Aructed to treat of the Intereſts of the Allies, which the t 
Engl Miniſtry would by no means confent to. A 
_ By Monheur Tercy's Propoſals, France offer'd to Treat | 
with England ard Holland, either by the mſelves, or joint- I 
ly with the reſt of the Allies, uot conceiving that Holland ta 
| TRE 
I Vol. 8. fol. 6. WL e & 
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(1) 


could poſſibly be excluded from the Negoti ation; but it 


N is determin'd by the Engliſh Miniſtry to carry on a { 
2 rate Negotiation with France, excluſive of all the Allies, 
| and in their private Propoſitions, an Expreſs Article is 
2 inſerted, That the Secret ſhould be inyiolably kept; till 
Yo © allow'd to be divulg'd by the Conſent of both Parties, 
n and thereby England put the Negotiation into a Method 
E more Adyantagious tor France, than France had propoſed 
ry or could hope for. Ai be W 
2 The Committee think it proper to inſert here ꝗ the 
0 firſt Part of the Eighth Article of the Grand Alliance, . 
9 wherein it is ſtipulated, Neutri partium fas ſit, Bello ſemel 
n ſuſcepto, de Pace cum Hoſte tractare, niſi conjunctim, © 
45 communicatis Conſiliis cum altera Parte. What will be 
a thought of ſo manifeſt a Violation, as this whole: Pro- 
I, ceeding appears te be, of the Grand Alliance, the Com- 
e mittee will not take upon them to determine; but this 
r, Step being once taken, and Secret Preliminaries ſigu d up- 5 
2 on this Foot between England and France, before £2 | 
h thing had been finally Treated and Concluded for the Se- 
'0. curity of Great Britain, what fatal Conſequences did hap- 
1 pen to her Majeſty's Kingdoms, and what Advantages aC» 


n crued to the common Enemy, ſeems to deſerve the moſt 
7 miture Conſideration. 5 i $1} 26 elh | 
d Before we leave theſe Propoſitions it muſt 'berobſery'd; 
2 that here, in the very Infancy of the Negotiation, the 
h Trade of the World. and the entire Spaniſh Monarchy, 
d which had coſt ſo many Millions, and the Effuſion of ſo 
e much Blood, without being once inſiſted upon, contrary 7 
n to the repeated Addreſſes of ſeveral Parliaments, and the 
Y declar'd Senſe of the Queen, are given up by the Engliſh 
e Miniſtry to the Houſe of Bourbon, for Verbal Aſſurances 
that the Growns of France and Spain ſhall never be Uni- 
) ted; and that this was done ſo early, will be Neceſſary 
„% to be remember d in the further Progreſs of theſe Trani 
actions. he | 7 


it | There is no Account given of any Correſpondence with 
t- Mr. Prior during this his Stay in France, nor does the cer- 
dt tain time of his Continuance there appear. Upon his Ar» 


rial 


— 


— 


„ © Fol. 1, fo', 15 


( 12 ) . 

rival in France, Monſ. de Torcy in his Letter of the 3d of 
Anga, 17511, N. S. * tells Mr. St. Fohn, He faw with 
great Pleaſure Mr. Prior return after an interval of ſo 
many Years; that he could have wiſh'd, he had had 
greater Liberty to employ thoſe Talents which he was 
© perſuaded he would have made a good Uſe of, but he 
hopes Monſ. Meſnager will ſupply what he could not 
© do. Upon his Return he was attended by Monſ. Meſ- 


nager, a Minifter of France, Veſted with full Powers in 


due Form, and 7 dated Auguſt 3, 1711. to Treat, Nego- 


tiate, Conclude; and Sign with ſuch Minifters, as ſhould 


be authoriz'd in due form, not by Britain only, but any 
of the Princes or Eſtates then in actual War with Frances 
That Monſ. Meſnager, upon his Arrival here, frequent- 
ly conferr'd with the Queen's Minifters, appears by ma- 
ny Inſtances; but the ſubject Matter of theſe Conferences, 
the Times, Places, and particular Perſons with whom he 


Treated, or by what Authority, the Committee find no 


Account of, till the z oth of September. 1711. 


By a Letter of Mr, Secretary St. Fohn, then at London, 


of that date to the Queen at Mmdfor, No. + (3.) it appears, 
that the Lord Treaſurer, Lord Chamberlain. Lord Dart 
mouth, and Mr. St, John met Monſ. Meſnager that Even- 


ing at Mr. Prior's Houſe; which Meeting, as Mr. St. John 


' ſays, was by Order of the Lords of the Committee of 


' Council, but ſeems unknown to the Queen, until the Se- 


1 


cretary acquainted her with it by this Letter. 


At this Meeting Monſ. Meſaager deliver'd to the Britiſh | 


Miniſters the Anſwer, ſign'd by the King of France, to 
the Demands laſt ſent over by England: which Demands 
and Anſwers were made the Secret Preliminary Articles 
betwixt Great Britain and France, and were ſigu'd as ſuch, 
September 27, 1711. by Monſ. Meſuager on the Part of 
France, and the Acceptation of them by. Lord Dar:mouth, 
Mr. St. Fol, on the Part of Great Britain. J No. 


44) "ht 
Mr. St. Jahn, in this Letter, repreſents it to the Queen, 
as the Unanimous Opinion of her Servants, then preſent, 


* Pol, 8.fol. 8. Pol, 9. fol. 33. + Vol, 9. fol. Fo 
| „ F 9. fo 33 + , 9. fol. 45+ 


N Ar ² AA i AY. \ x ES CR 


8 


5 
that a Warrant and full Pewers ſhould be prepar d that 
Night, and tranſmitted to her Majeſty to be fign'd, in 
Order to paſs the Great Seal the next Day, whereby the 
Earl of Oxford, the Duke of Backinghamibou the Biſho 

of Brifol, the Duke of Shrewsbury, Earl Poulett, Earl of 
Dartmouth, Henry St. elm, and Matthew Prior, Eqs; were 
to be Conſtituted Plenipotentiaries, to meet and treat 


with Monſieur Meſuager; which Warrant, and a Tranſla- 


tion of the full Powers, were ſent to the Queen. No, 


GC S8 | 


This Warrant under the Signet appears ſign'd by the 
Queen, directing the Lord Keeper to afhx the Great Seal 
to an Inftrument thereunto annex d, containing her Com- 
miſſion to himſelf, and ethers, therein nam d, to meet 


and treat with the Sieur Meſaager; but it does not ap- 


pear, that any ſuch Inſtrument did paſs the Great Seal. 
the 1 remains not counterſign'd, and is endors d 
Not uſed. 8 7 85 

Th Warrant is dated the 17th of September, although 
tis manifeſt, by Mr. Sr. John's Letter, it was not pre- 

ar'd, nor thought of, till the zoth. | | 

This antedating ſeems defign'd, to juſtifie the Miniſters, 

in their meeting and conferring with the Queen's Ene- 


mies. previous to the Warrant; which never paſſing in- 
to a legal Authority, it appears that theſe Secret Negotia- 


tions betwixt France and the Queen's Minifters here, were 
begun and carry'd on from the 11th of April to the z th 
of September, 1711, when the Warrant to Lord Hart- 
muoth, and Mr. St. John was fign'd, without any Powers 


or written Authority from the Queen; and it is very ob- 
ſervable that the Queen was brought into theſe Meaſures, 


by its being repreſented to her by the Secretary of State 


as the unanimous Opinion of all her Miniſters, to which 


alone the Aſſent of the Queen * be aſerib d. : 
But what is more ſtrange, is, that after Mr. St. Johm had 


repreſented it to the Queen; as the uranimous Opinion 


of her Miniſters, that full Powers muſt immediately paſs 
the Great Seal to Authorize them to meet and treat with 
the ſaid Monſ. Meſnager, theſe Powers ſhould be laid afide: 


ZſM— —  - — . — — — —u—ũ— 
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And the Acceptation of the Preliminaries ſign d by Lord 
Dartmouth and Mr, St. John, by Vertue of a * Warrant 
directed to them two only, fign'd by the Queen at top 


"ay. 


and bottom, and counterſign'd by no Body. No. (g.) 
Where the Obſtruction aroſe to the paſſing theſe Pow- 


ers, does not appear to the Committee; but thoſe Mini- 


fters ſeem Conſcious to themſelves of what was doing, 


"who ſo readily concurr'd in privately meeting conferring 
and treating with the Miniſters of France, till this ſeparate 


Negotiation was brought to Maturity; but avoided to be- 
come Parties when the Treaty was to be tign'd and exe. 
cuted., 8 8 i e 
This great Care and Caution for their own Perſons, 
and little Regard for the Honour and Intereſt of their 


"Queen and Country, appears through this whole ſeparate 


Negotiation : It being very remarkable that there is not 


one Paper of Powers or Inſtructions throughout the 


whole Affair counterlign'd by any one Miniſter, but the 
Queen's Name expos'd to cover all, which looks as if 
they flatter'd themſelves, that this Omiſhon of their Du- 


ty would be ſufficient to skreen them from the Juftice 
of the Nation, if theſe Matters ſhould ever come to be 


enquir'd in'O., 5 

After ſuch” a Sacrifice made of the general Intereſt of 
Europe, ſuch a direct Violation of the Grand Alliance, and 
ſuch unwarrantable and illegal Steps taken in tranſacting 
and concluding theſe Special Preliminaries between Eng- 


land and France, it had been but reaſonable to expect in 


them ſome very particular Advantages and Conceſſions 
made to Great Britain, to attone for ſuch unprecedented 


- TranſaRions; bur it is aſtoniſhing to find how inſignificant 


all the Demands are, that were made on the Part of Great 


Britain; and. inconſiderable as they were, how ineffectu- 


al they have ſince been rendrel. 
Nothing poſſibly could be ſaid leſs with Regard to the 


Succeſſion that what is here demanded in the firſt Arti- 
ele. The Queen not yet acknowledg'd by France, nor de- 


 Fegn'd to be lo, ill the Concluſion uf the Peace, as France 
_ atterwards explain d this Article at the General Copgreſs; 


got 


— 


pol. 9.70, 57, 
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not 2 word of removing the Pretender; nor any Engage- 


ment not to ſupport him in any Attempt he might make 


upon the Nation, : 1 8 8. 
The ſecond Article offers a Treaty of Commerce, in 
ſuch doubt ful Words, as France only could make Adyan- 
age of. 5 ä 5355 
_ the Article of Dunkirk, the Equivalent is expreſs'd in 
ſo ſtrong a manner, and the Demolition ſo very looſely 
as could not but bring certain and great Prejudice to our 
Allies, with very little Proſpect of Advantage to our 


| ſelves; and fatal Experience has convinc'd us, what 6 4 1 


ty is procur d from. our Navigation by this third Article, 
But the Hiſtory of this will be further explain'd in its pro- 
per Place. E; Ach 

The fifth and ſeventh Articles chiefly regard the Men- 
to Contract; what a National Advantage that is like to be, 
is now too well underſtood to want much Explanation: 
Put with what Views the Miniſters were ſo fond of this, 
as to make it their chief Care and Concern, will no lon- 
ger be a doubt when it ſhall appear that this part of the 
Treaty was calculated only for private Advantage. 

What the Miniſtry themſelves thought moſt yaluable in 
theſe Articles, was that Part of the Seventh which grants 
us an Advantage of 15 per Cent. upon our Manufactures 
ſent to Spain: But this great Advantage ſoon vaniſh'd in- 


to nothing; and was given up by our Miniſtry here. The 


Biſhop of Briſtol ſays indeed ot it, in his Letter of the 17th 
of Auguſt 1712, + That it was granted by the French 
with a Defign either to Inflame things between us and 
tle Dutch, or to give the French a pretence to ſtirulate for 
themſelves ſuch particular Advantages in the Spaniſh Trade 
as may be the Ruin of ours. 15 1 ati le 

But what is moſt remarkable in the Seventh Article 
is the Iatroduction to it, in which, the Minittry confeſs 
themſclyes to have beenimpos'd upon by France; for they 
declare that from the firſt Propoſals of Monſ. de Torey. ta 
that time, they always underſtoed that by the real Secu- 
rities promis'd in thoſe Propoſals, were meant Places; 
which now was abſolutely refus d; and they conſent to 
take for real Securities what they confeſs is none, but 


2 | What 
+ Vel 3. fol, 418, e 
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(16) 
hat a Love of Peace may induce them to accept as an 
Equivalent. | 
What was really of moſt Importance to England was 
the Eighth Article. which relates to Hudſoms- Bay and 
Newfoundland; but the Miniſtry ſuffer'd chemſelves to be 
ſo groſly impos'd upon in this Article, that they directly 
give to France all they wanted, which was a Liberty of 
taking and drying their Fiſh; whilſt France gives nothing 


* 


at all to us, but refers our moſt valuable Intereſts to the u 
general Conferences: Which was but another manner of V 
denying them. as the Event has ſufficiently ſhown. 

We demand in the Six*ti Article, that we fhall have alt to 


the Privileges that have been or ſhall be granted by Spain 
to the Subjects of France, or any other Nation. Where+ 
as the Miniſters ought to have inſiſted that France ſhould 
not upon any Pretence whatſoever be permitted to Trade 
to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, which they would not have o- 
mitted, if they had had the leaſt regard to the Trade of 
Great Britain, or had not entirely forgot the eighth Arti- 
cles of the Grand Alliance; wherein it is expreſly ſt pulat- 
ed, as a Condition without which no Peace ſhall be made 
nueque ipſis ibidem (that is the French in the Spaniſh Weſt- 

Indies) Navigatio Mercatura exercenda causa ſub quocunque 
pratextu, directè vel indirefe permittatur. One thing fur- 
ther is to be obſery'd of theſe Articles, that ſuch of them 
as any way relate to Spain are expreſly granted in the 
Name and by Vertue of Powers given by King Philip and 
yet after this, all, Intentions of leaving any part of the Spa- 
aſh Monarchy to King Philip is publickly diſavow'd; as 


will afcerwards appear. 
This ſhort view of theſe Special Preliminaries ſufficient- 


demonſtrates that the Intereſt of Britain was not the 
Inducement to our Miniſters to proceed in this extraordi- 
nary manner, Yet trivial as theſe Advantages are, France 
© is preſs' d that they may be firſt adjuſted ; to what uſe and 
purpoſe is fully explain d in the Draught of Anſwers upon 
the Conferences with Monſieur Meſnager, © That our Mini- 
* ſters'may be enabled to engage the Queen to make the 
* Conclufion of the General Peace eaſie to France: 
It is declared, That to ſettle the Intereſts of Great Byi- 


$4in in the firſt place is à Principle from which the 
N | 7... + aſl 


— — 


7 
ean never depart; this Plea was made uſe of, to defer the 
Intereſts of all the Allies to be diſcuſs'd at general Confer- 
ences; but the Turn given to it here was to amuſe the 
People, by perſuading them that the Engliſh Miniſtry was 
contending for great and particvlar Advantages and Con- 
ceſſions to be made to Great Britain, that might make us 
ſome Amends for that great and unequal Burthen which 
we had lain under through the whole courſe of the 


J 


AF. - 2. | 
But the Engliſh Miniſtry having thought fit every where 
to extol and magnifie the vaſt Advantages that were grant- 
ed to Great Britain, France reſolved to make a- proper uſe 
of it, and declar'd theſe Articles were an eventual or con- 
ditional Treaty only; and that the King of Frauce would 
not be oblig'd to make them good, but in Caſe of the 
ſigning of a general Peace; in this Senſe Monfieur Meſua- 
ger ſigned them, and wi h this Condition they are accept- 
ed on our Part. Hard Terms! That ſuch Conceſſions as 
theſe were not to be purchas'd at a leſs Price than forcing 
| upon our Allies ſuch Cenditions of Peace as France ſhould: 
be pleas'd to impoſe upon them; and this the Miniſtry 
were fully appriz d of ſome time before they were ac- 
cepted, for in preſſing to ſettle and adjuſt fingly and ſe- 
parately the Intereſts of Great Britain, they entorce it by 
ſaying France can run no Risk in ſuch Engagements, 

* fince the Special Preliminaries will have no Effect till 
1. 2 general Peace ſhall be fignd. 1 
47 By theſe means the Committee obſerve to how fatal a 

Dilemma the Queen was brought by ber Miniſtry ;' ſhe 
t- muſt either now go on through all Adventures in the 
\& I Meaſures of France, or they had it in their Power, by di- G 
vulging the Secret and expofing ſuch a notoricus Breach * * » 
of National Faith, to make what Advantage they thought =. 
\4 ft of it among the Allies, who muſt from this time think | 
themſelves diſengaged from the Queen, if they could find 


on | | 
i tbeir own Account e. after themſelves. | | I 
were neither ſo ignorant, nor want= 


he And that the French v 
ing to themſelves as to miſs ſuch an Opportunity, appears 
„ above three Months before theſe Articles were ſign d. 
When Lord Raby in his * Letter of the zoth of Zune, { 

: 22 
l 1. fol. 89. ä ooo  O 


*. 
U * 1 * 
N 8 ite 
2 : | 
*** a Ld MES. 
9 
i s 
1 >a "=P he tt 


— — . —— 7 - _—_— _ % 
— — 4 * "Ya TO. 0. + 
: 


— . . . ——. — 


= Said — 4 


We 
1711, N. S. to Mr. St. John, acquaints him, * That both 
the Penſionary and Monſieur Vander Duſſen had feen 4 
Letter from Monſieur de Torey, giving an Account: that 
they had begun a Negotiati n in England. | 
By this Management the Engliſh Miniſtry had; unden 
Colour of the Queen's Authority, and the pretence of 
treating of a Peace, put it in the Power of France to di- 
veſt the Queen of all her Allies, and given them greater 
22 than they could any other way have hop- 
ed for. 
On the ſame Day that the Special Preliminaries betwixt 
Great Britam and France were fign'd, which it was a fun- 
damental Condi ion ſhou!d be conceal'd with the utmoſt 
Secrecy, another ſett of General Preliminaries on the part 
of France, No. (7.) + was ſign d by Monſieur Meſnage 
only; which Mr. St. John, in his Letter ro the Queen, 
ſays were to be ſent into Holland as the Foundation of to 
General Peace, in which my Lord Treaſurer had madeWW rat 
ſome Alterations to make the whole more palatable abroad, of 
And on the ſame Day, 2 ſeparate Article was ſign'd in f2-M ſior 
8 of the Duke of Savoy, which is herę annex d. f five 
9. (7. ) it. 
proln this time a perfect Confidence Was eflabliſhed be: Pro 
tween the tvro Miniſtries of England and France; and inf riot 
the Letters written in the Month of October, a mutual Sin- bee: 
cerity is recommended and engag'd for, and that a per · I pro 
ſect Unanimity be maintain'd for accompliſhing the be 
Work in Hand. Stat 
Lord Strafferd's Inſtructions in order to his immediateſto c 
Return into Holland were now preparing. and dated Oct. 1 Ithit 
O0. S. 1711. And as an early proof of the Confidence 7 
which Mr. St. John repos'd in the French Miniſter, he ac- Next 
quaints Monſieur de Torcy by his Letter of October 2, 0 S datie 
that the Earl of Strafford was going for Holland; and ſays they 
{| © Your Minifter, (meaning Monſieur Mefvager, who wan nera 
then going back to France and carried this Letter,) i wer 
fully inform'd in what the Earl oy * is to proſſ they 
© poſe to > the States, 5 own 
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Sach Intelligence of the Queen's Counſels, which Mr. 
oth 5:: Fohn confeſſes he had given to the Miniſters of the 
n Queen's Enemies, ſeems very extraordinary; eſpecially if 
chat it be conſider d, that Lord Strafford was ſent over to preſs 
+ the opening the General Conferences, with Afurances of 
ider the greateſt Friendſhip and Concern for the Intereſts of 
of the States, on the part of the Queen, and by her Authori- 
di- ty to procure from France juſt Satisfaction for all her Al- 
ater lies; and in his Inſtructions is likewiſe directed to propoſe 
10p- to the States a new Scheme for carrying on the War, 
and to acquaint them with ſuch Reſolutions as the Queen 
wir bad taken concerning it. 
fun- Lord Straſford's Inſtructions are hereunto annex d, No. 
molt (8.) S wherein almoſt every Article is a Specimen of 
part ihe Sincerity with which our Miniſters intended to treat 
age the Allies. He is lnſtructed that it muſt be the moſt care- 
1-en, Wl fu! Endeavour and fix'd Principle of all the Contederates 
of to hold faſt together; and this immediately after a ſepa- 
madeſſ rate Treaty had been ſian'd by Us; and if the Miniſters 
road. of Holland ſhould expreſs any Uneaſineſs at their Apprehen- 
in f2-W fions of any ſuch private Agreement, he is order'd by eva- 
d. FW five Anſwers to avoid giving them Sati faction concerning 
it. But his chief Buſineſs was to deliver to the States the 
d be ·¶ Propoſitions fign'd by Monſieur Meſuager, as the Founda- 
tion of a general Peace, and as the whole of what had 
been Tranſacted; and to acquaint them that France had 
propos d Utrecht, Nimeghen, Aix la Chapelle, or Liege, to 
be the Place for opening the Conferences; to preſs the 
States to fix upon One of theſe Places, and immediately 
to grant Paſports to the French Plenipctentiarics to come 
Wtkicher and open the General Conferences. 5 
Theſe Propoſitions, ſo very general and uncertain, did 
Jextreamly alarm thejStates, as not being a ſufficient Foun- 
dation upon which a Negotiation might be hazarded ; 
I ſays they dreaded the fatal Conſequences of opening the Ge- 
10 Wag neral Conferences, before the Articles offer d by France 
were explain'd, and made Specitick, and eſpecially before 
o profſlthey knew at all what they were to truſt to, tor their 
own Barrier, and for their Commerce. 
co ? 25 Thbeſe 
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(20) 
Theſe: Conſiderations made them for ſome time decline 
granting the Paſsports; and in order to prevail with the 
Queen to have ſome regard to her faithful Allies, and par- 
ticularly in the two great Articles of their Barrier, and 
Commerce, they ſent over Monſieur Buys to interceed with 
her Majeſty to alter her Reſolutions; they make the ſame 
Repreſentations to the Earl of Strafford, but all to no Pur- 
poſe. For as Mr. St. Fohn declar d in his * Letter my 
Lord Strafford of October the gth, certain it is that her 
Majeſty has ſo far determin d upon her Meaſures, that 
© thoſe will deceive themſelves who may imagine by de. 
* lay or other Artifices te break them. And again Novem- 
ber the 2d, to Lord Strafford + The Queen will 
not finally concert a Plan for the Proſecution of the War 
* with the States, until they join with her in agreeing to 
open the Conferences of Peace. And Lord Strafford ae. 
quaints Mr. St. ohm November the 15th, + that he 
had now told them her Majeſty's Order to him was to 
Declare, That ſhe ſhould look upon any delay as a Re- 
<* fuſal to comply with her Propoſitions. a Ha 
In theſe Circumſtances the Dutch at laſt comply to graat 
the Paſports, and agree to open the general Confer- 
ences at the time fix d by the Queen, Fanuary the 1 
171-12. : „ 
The Reſolution of the States Geaeral upon this Occafi- 
on is hcreunto annex d, || No. (9) as a Paper that mult 
have moy'd any ſett of Men, not already determin'd to 
hear no Reaſon but what came from France; for altho 
the Repreſentations made by the States, on both ſides the 
Water, had made ſome Impreſſions, as is evident by a\ 
Memorial deliver'd by Mr. St. John to the Abbot Gaultier 
October the 29th, 1711, No. (10) and by St. Toms 
Letter to Monſieur de Torcy of the ſame date, that accon 
pany d it; yet'cis in the Memorial declar'd © that the Queet 
remains firm in her firſt Reſfolution.of cauſing the Confei 
_ © ences to be opened upon the Articles ſign'd by Monſieu 
* Meſnager. The ſame Memorial declares, it was abſolute 
ly neceſſary that the moſt Chriſtian King ſhould give 
| | - 6 hf 
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* her _— the Queen, ſuch Explications of his Inten- 
p 


tions in reſpect to the particular Intereſts of the Allies, 
which he ſhall think proper to engage them to come 


© more eaſily into the general Negotiation. So that hi- 
therto tis plain, our Minifters were entirely Ignorant even 
of the King of France's Intentions with regard to the Al- 
lies. And _ tis ſaid, © If her Majeſty wiſhes the moſt 


« Chriſtian King would give an Explication to the afore- 


_* fajd Demands, Cc. bis moſt Chriſtian Majeſty may aſ- 
«* ſure himſelf, the Queen will make no other uſe of the 


s Truſt the King fhall m_—_ in her, but to adyance the 
* Negotiation, in ſeeking t 
« effeQtual, to obtain a Peace ſo much coveted. 


It is therein again acknowledg'd, that the Dutch have 
nothing in view but their Barrier and Commerce; and 
provided the Queen can, without fear of being diſayow'd, / 
Specifie ſomewhat near the Barrier that France will conſent 
to yield to them, and to aſſure them of the Tariff of 


1664, there's no room left to doubt that the States Gene- 


ral would come without any further Heſitation into the 
Negotiation, in the ſame manner as it had been concerted. 
But leaſt all theſe Arguments ſhauld have no effect, Mr. 


St. Fohn in his Letter to Monſieur de Torcy, ſays, Theſe 
Explications will diffipate all Clouds, — you may be- 


© lieve we will make uſe thereof with great Reſerve, when 
I aſſure you, that if the King vvould offer a Plan of Spe- 


ſhorteſt means, and the moſt. 


« cifick Preliminaries, the Queen will never Communicate 


< it to her Allies; he concludes, If the Sieur Gaultier re- 
turns with theſe marks of Confidence, you will ſee our 


Parliament as much inclineable to Peace as ever it was 


* to Wr. 


* "Here the Committee:cannor buroblerve the 205 Ki 


niſtry begging of France, after they had been-ſeven Months 


treating with them, that they may have ſome Intimations 


at leaft of what was deſigu d for the Allies; exprefling their 
fear of being diſavow'd by France, after they had gone 
theſe lengths with them; declaring the Dutch would come 


into the Queen's Meaſures if they could but know any 


thing near the Barrier that was defign'd them, and have 
Security about their Commerce; perſiſting ſtill, without 


any ſuch Satisfaction in the Meaſures preſcrib'd by Franee, 
F Tor þ ES * reſoly d 


— — - 


Cong 


made. | 


The Return made by France is to be ſeen in a Paper | 


call'd, + Anſwer to the Memorial brought by Monſieur Gaul- 


tier, November the 18th 1711. No. (II.) This Memo» - 
rial is accompany'd with a + Letter from Monſicur de 
Torcy to Mr. St. Fohn, of the ſame date, wherein he tells 
him bis Majeſty wholly depends upon the Secrecy and 


good uſe you will make of the entire Confidence he 


teſtifies to the Queen of Great Britain and the King of 


© France extols the Firmneis of the Queen, and ſees with 


4 
* 


ticular Diſquiſition of this Memorial; but obſerve in gene- 


great Pleaſure the new Marks of Reſolution ſhe ſnews. 


The Committee think it needleſs to enter into a par- 


ral, that nothing had at this time been demanded of 


France concerning the Diſpoſal of the Netherlands; and 


that the King of France, not ſatisfyd with having ſecur d 


Spain and the Meſt- Indies to his Grandſon propoſes to ſtrip 


the Emperor of all his Dominions in HEaly, and to impoſe 


upon him much worſe Terms than he afterwards pro- 


cured: for himſelf, when left to carry on the War alone. 


The Durch may have the Tariff of 1664; with ſome Ex- 


ceptions, if they conſent to this Scheme; if not, they are 


to be puniſhed with the Loſs of their Trade, and to be 
redarcd to:the Tariff öf 6, pm 26 annons 4c 
Bur, extravagant as this Scheme was, it is receiv'd by 


the Engliſh Miniſters, without any Surpriſe or Refentmenit 3 
and Mr. St. Fohm in bis “ Letter of the 2 5th of Novem- 
ter, 1711, thanks Monſieur de Torcy for the Communi- 


, 


* 


cation of it; promiſes to make a diſcreet Uſe of it, and 
to keep the Contents with an inviolable Secrecy; and 


that the utmoſt Efforts ſhould be uſed by England to fix 


the Pre tenſions of the Allies; he repreſents it as neceſ- 


| ary, that all thoſe: who with or Peace may mutually 


„es FR 
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CA : 
reſolꝰ d to force the Allies into general Conferences upon + 
looſe and uncertain Articles, and promiling if they could 
but have ſo much Credit with France as to be truſted' at 
all, they would uſe it with the greateſt Reſerve, and ne- 
ver communicate it to any of the Allies; for whoſe Sa- 
tisfaction only it is pretended all this Submiſſion was - 
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« help one another, and endeayour to finiſh the Treaty 


© ſo ſoon, as not to be expos d to another Campaign. 


It is indeed no Wonder, thit this Plan was never com- : 
municated to the Allies, which muſt at once have broke 


off all the Conferences; and determin'd them rather to 
run all Hazards, than treat upon ſo ruinous a Foundati« 


on; but 'tis a Wonder that the Engliſh Miniſtry were not 


ſtartled when they ſaw ſach a Scene open d: But this 
ſhews with what Juſtice the Miniſtry complain'd, that 
the Allies- would not enter into the Queen's Meaſures, 


when they never were inform'd what the Queen's Mea: 


ſures were. | 


Purſuant to the Reſolution of the States- General upon - 
the preſſing Inſtances of the Queen, Paſsports for the 
French Plenipotentiaries are ſent to Monſieur Buys, and 


delivered to Mr. Se. dew Utrecht is agreed upon here 
to be the Place for the general Conferences. STE 


The Biſhop of Briſtol, then Lord Privy-Seal, and the 
Earl of Serafford, are appointed her Majeſty's Plenipoten- 


tiaries. 


December the 23d, 17 11, her Majeſty's Inſtructions to 
her ſaid Plenipotentiaries are ſettled and Sign'd, an 4 1 - 


hereunto annexed. + No. (12.)._ 


The Committee think fit to make one Obſervation up- 


on theſe general Inſtructions, wherein the Plenipotentia- 


W ries are order d, That if it ſhall be thought proper to 


begin by the Diſpoſition of the Spaniſh Monarchy, yo 


are to infiſt that the Security and reaſonable Satisfaction 


* which the Allies expect, and which his moſt Chriſtian ' 
WB Majeſty has promis'd, cannot be obtain d, if Spam and 

the Weſt-Indies be alloted to any Branch of the Houſe of 
Hourbon; ſo that hitherto the Queen thought fit to de- 
clare in all Publick Acts that Spain and the Hefti. Indie 


Wouzht by no means to be left in the Poſſeſſion of the 


Houſe of Bourbon; altho' in the Special Preliminaries, 
fgn'd by the Earl of Dartmouth and Mr. St. Fohn, on the 
z7th of September preceding, the King of France did ex- 
to make good the ſixth Article for 7 
2 i „ \. 7 E {cif 


* 


1 Vol, 1. fol. 627. 
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Lelf, and for the King ef Spain, purſuant to the Powers 


_ which were then in his Majeſty's Hands. 


On the 15th of Fanuary, 1711-12, the Britiſh Pleni- 
potentiaries arrive at Urrecht, who by their general In- 


ſtructions being order'd to concert Meaſures with the 


Miniſters of the Allies, and at the Beginning purſuing 


_ theſe Directions; Monſieur de Torcy, on the 3 fſt of Ja- 
nuary, writes to Mr, St. Fohn, + and tells him, he per- 


« ceives there was not ſo perfect a Confidence eftabliſh'd 
© between the Plenipotentiaries of France and Great-Bri- 
© ZAin, as Was to be deſir'd: He believes therefore he will 


think it proper to ſend to the Biſhop of Briſtol and the 
Carl of Strafford more preciſe Inſtructions, concerning the 


« manner, in which they were to concert their Proceed. 
* ings with the King's Plenipotentiaries. And in the 
Anſwer to the Memorial ſent by Monſieur Gaultier, 5 
March the 28th, 1712; it is declared, the principal Or- 
der that the King had given to his Plenipotentiaries, 
* when they ſet out for Utrecht, was to eſtabliſh a ſtrict 
Intimacy between them and the Miniſters of the Queen 
of Great Britam. W . 
On the 29th of Fanuary, at the Firſt General Confe- 
rence, Lord Strafford took occaſion to Declare, That the 
Queen had receiv d the General Propoſitions as a Founda- 
tion for a Negotiation of Peace: but that they were bind- 
ing to France only, and not to the Allies; to which the 
French Miniſters readily aſſented. But it is to be obſerv d 
through the whole Proceeding, that this is meant of the 


Propoſitions ſign'd by Monſieur Meſuager only, the Con- 


greſs not having the leaſt Notice or Cognizance of what 
was ſign d, both on the Part of France and England too; 


which had been hitherto cenceal'd, and upon all Occaf- 


ons publickly diſown'd. £1 
On the 11th of February 1711-12, the French deliver'd 
# a ſpecifick Explanation of the General Preliminaric 
ſign'd by Menfieur Mefaager. No. (13.) | 

- It muſt be obſered that the King of France here makes; 
as well as in the Special Preliminaries, his firſt Offers, it 
the Name and by Vertue of Powers from his Grandſo 


as King of Spain; how the Briziſh Plenipotentiaries coul 


$4, 8. fol, 122. 5 5e, 8, fil, 142. l. 2, 


had ſuch an Eff. 


her in promoting the Peace. 


= V7 1 4 7 f . - s 
* * 
P 
: - 
2 J 
dy 
- 
a 


reconcile this to their Inſtructions, and how their BehaZ 


viour upon it is to be juſtify'd, is not very clear. 


This Explication was received by all the Allies with 
the greateſt Indignatioa and deepeſt Concern; which: 


the 16th of February. 1711-12, ſays, the French Mini- 
« fters are mortity*d at the general Diſcontent theſe Offers 


gave; and ſeem to wiſh they had put in Tourzay for 


the Dutch, and St. Venant to be demoliſhed, to have 
ſoftned the Matter at its firſt coming out. 


that Lord Strafford in his + Letter of 


Nor were our Plenipotentiaries without their Uneaſi- 


neſſes: They had done all they could, Lord Szrafford ſays, 
to perſwade the French to be as ample in the Explication 
as they could, + being that is what will have a greas 
Effect and ſtrike the Minds of unthinking People, and 
make fome Work for Reflection for the Faction. The 
Plenipotentiaries complain, they are under great Difficul- 
ties on all lands, for both Buys and Meſuager think they 
come ſhort of what had been told them in England; and 


the Allies then forming their reſpective Demands in con- 


cert with each other, they want further Orders: The 
Plenipotentiarics are at a great Loſs how to behave about 
Spain, both in regard to the particular Advantages that 
were to be ask d on the behalf of Great Britain, and the 
general Diſpofition of itt. 

But Mr. S7? John ſoon ſends them Words of Comfort; - 


* 


that Mr. Harley will ſet out inn few Days, who is ful- 1 
ly inſtructed in all the Queen's Views and Deſires; Thar 


© it were to de Wiſh'd this Gentleman could have been 
© ſooner ſent, but the Hurry which we have been for 


ſome time in is inexpreſſible; and he was too uſeful to 


be ſpar d, till the Houſe of Commons was perfectly ſe- 


cur d to the Queen's Intereſt, and to the Meaſures of 
Peace. I think I may ſay they are abſolutely ſo now. 


He confeſſeth the French Plan to be too ſcanty. That 
they muſt let the French Minifters know, that the whole. 


turns upon their Manner of Proceeding, her Majeſtx 


having gone further than could have been expected from 

N The 
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(26) | 
The Committee cannot but take Notice of the Refle: 
ction that is caſt here upon that Houſe of Commons; as 
if they were ſecur'd to the Queen's Intereſt, and the 
Meaſures of Peace, by the Management of a Secretary to 
the Treaſury, a near Relation and a truſty Agent of the 
Lord High-Treaſurer. pits , 
For whoſe Uſe and Service Mr. Harley had been fo 
well employ'd at home, and was now to be ſent Abroad, 
cannot be a Doubt, ſince Mr. St. John thought it neceſſa- 
ry to give Monſieur de Torcy an immediate Account of his 


ſucceſsful Endeavours here, and the Buſineſs he was ſent 


abroad to manage. 
In his 5 Letter of March the 4th, to Monſieur de Torcy, 
he tells him, He had deferred Writing of late, till he 
might write with certainty; till the neceſſary Diſpoſi- 
tions were made among our People at home; and till 
the Queen had taken the only Reſolution, which could 
bring us in a ſhort time to a good and ſolid Peace. I 
© have now the Satisfaction to tell you that this Reſoluti. 
8 on is taken, and that Mr. Harley will carry with him 
this Night, or to Morrow Morning, the final Inſtructi- 
ons of the Queen to her Plenipatentiaries. refer my 
ſelf to Monficur Gaultier to explain to you more at large 
the Subject of this Gentleman's Commiſſion; and what 
the Queen hopes his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty will do to 
cooperate with her. : „ | 
"Theſe Inſtructions of Mr. Harley do not appear; but it 
. ſeems the Subject of them was not proper to be commit- 
ted to Writing; for which Reaſon, as in almoſt all Mat- 
ters relating to the Pretender, it is referred to Monſieur 


_ » Gaultier to explain them; but what is meant by the ne- 


ceſſary Diſpoſitions made among our People here at 
home, is pretty well explain'd by Monſieur de Torcy, in a 
J Memorial dated the 28th of March 1712, in Anſwer 


to what was brought by Menſieur Gaultier, wherein he 


commends the prudent Conduct of the Court of Britain, 


in managing the Houſe of Commons, and in particular 
their wiſe ConduQ in making known to the Houſe of 
| 17 TCC & 
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(27) | 
Commons that the Nation was abus d by its Allies; an d 
ſays, the King of France aſſures himſelf that thoſe who 
now manage with ſo much Capacity the Affairs of the 
Queen of Great Britain, know how to curb the Paſſion 
© of the turbulent Party in the other Houſe, 

In the mean time the Allies having each of them 
drawa up * reſpective Demands at Utrecht met toge· 
tber on th 
to each other, as had been concerted, and likewiſe agreed 
that a Clauſe ſhould be inſerted in their reſpective De- 


mands, for a juſt and reaſonable Satis faction for all the 


reſt. Count Zmzendorff further inſiſted that the Reſtitu - 


tion of the whole Spaniſh Monarchy ſhould be expreſſy 


mention'd. The Dutch declare they were reſoly'd to 
make good all their Treaties, made on occaſion of this 


War, as well thoſe that related to Spain and the Indies, as 


thoſe made with Portugal. MY 

What the Behaviour of the Britz/h Miniſters was upon 
this occaſion, will beſt appear by an Extract of their owa 
Letter of March 6, * wherein they give an Account of 
the whole Proceeding, No, (14.) They were the only 
Miniſters that did not make any mention at all of Spain 
and the Indies; and were ſenſible of the diſadvantageous 
Conſequences of being ſo; they were deſirous to take off 
this Odium, by ſeeming to ſay ſomething, and in reality 
to ſay nothing; which they do by a general Declaration 
concerning the juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction for th: 
Queen's Allies, in Conformity to her Alliances; and hum- 


bly hope what was ſaid, will not be found contrary to 


what has hitherto been declar'd. 


. 


On the 5th of March the ſpecifick Demands of the 


Allies were delivered to the French Plenipotentiaries in 


Writing; they promile to explain themſelvos further up- 
on them at the next Conference, which was to be thz 
9th, and then deſired a further time to the zoth. 
On the zoth the. French Plenipotentiarieg declare they 


were ready to proceeed in the Negotiation by debating 


with the ſeyeral Allies; but would give no Anſwer in 
writing, _ 


5 
l. 2: 


4th of March, N. S. to communicate them 


— 
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This was great Surprize to all but the Briri/h Mini- 


ſters, whom the French had beforehand advis'd with. The 
Allies ſtill refolv'd to preſs the French to anſwer in wri- 
ting, and ſollicite the Briziſh Miniſters to join with them 


in it; who, that no Mark of Diſagreement might . . | 
ch of 


(as their Lordſhips expreſs themſelves in their Diſpat 


the iſt of April. 1712, +) did finally confent to an In- 


ſtance that was to be made the next Day, to require an 


Anſwer in writing. | 7580 
But Lord Strafford had be fore given Mr. St. John an ac. 


count of his Opinion in his Letter of the 25th of March+; 


wherein he ſays, I cin't help ſaying I believe the French 
© have taken the wiſeſt Party not to anſwer in Writing, 
© tho' moſt of the Miniſters of the Allies will be ſurpriz d, 
expecting they ſhould; and ſays further, I believe it is 
© beſt they ſhould firſt begin in the open Congreſs to rea- 
« ſon upon ſome of the Allies Demands, which will oc- 
« caſion fo much difficulty that the Miniſters of the Allies 
vill propoſe debating ſeparately, which had becter 
come from them than any one elfe. 5 
The French Miniſters ſtill perſiſt in their Refuſal, upon 
which the States came to a Reſolution at the Hague not 
to treat unleſs an Anſwer was given in writing. 
However the French continue obſtinate. Lord Strafford 
ſends. an Account that a Reſ lution was taken at the Hague 
to carry "Things to an Extremity; upon which Occiſion 
Mr. St. Fohn expreſſes himſelf in this manner, April 5. 
1712. [ That he hopes the Reſolution taken at the 
Hague to carry Things to an Extremity, was the laſt 
convulſive Pang of an expiring Faction; and yet this 
Reſolution was no more than to inſiſt on a Demand, in 
which all the Allies were unanimous, and in which the 
Britiſh Plenipotentiaries had themſelves concurr'd, - 
But what made the French thus perſiſt in the Reſolu- 
tion of giving no Anſwer in writing, is accounted for in 
Lord Straffords Letter of the 27th of April. 17 12, S where- 
in he ſays the Penfionary was extreamly defirous the 
Frenob would anſwer in writing, which (tis his Lord- 
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| ſhip's Opinion) they will evade till they ſee what Succeſs* 


Gaultier has had at London; and in his Letter of the zoth, 
The French will avoid giving their Anſwer in writing. 
« till they ſee all agreed betwixt their Court and ours. | 
And to ſhew that the French were very well ſatisfied 
with the method their Bufineſs was in, the Plenipoten- 
tiaries in their Letter of April 15, 1712. J ſay, * They do 
© not find the French are much convinc'd of the neceſſity. 
* of Diſpatch, and when any thing is let fall of breaking off 
the Conferences, they ſeem to take it with a great Air 
of Indifference, well knowing their Buſineſs was not to 
be done at Utrecht, but by a Negotiation carry'd on di- 
« rectly betwixt London and Verſailles. 42 7 Sb. 
About the beginning of April, Mr. Harley and Monſieur: 
Gaultier arrive at Utrecht; in a very. few Days after, the 
French Plenipotentiaries communicate to the Lord Privy- 
Seal and Earl of Strafford a Plan for a general Peace, to 
which they had. added by way of marginal Notes, in a 
diſtinct Column, what they are told will be abſolutely 
neceſſa in order to a general Peace: But this is entruſt- 
ed to them under the higheſt Obligation of Secrecy, to 
diſcover nothing of it to the reſt of the Allie. 
Our Plenipotentiaries accept this Plan as Mark of the 
Treat Confidence France had in them; and readily. engage 
Nas the Allies ſhould not be permitted to know a Word 
of it; and under the ſame Caution ſent it to the Secreta- 
ry. But there is no room to doubt, but this Plan that 
was tranſmitted to England as a great Diſcovery, was: 
concerted here, and ſent by Mr. Harley to Utrecht, and 


by Abbot Gaultier to France. 


Mr. St. Fohn much concern'd at the Behaviour of 
the Allies, and the Dutch in particular, thinks it proper 
to make one Attempt more, as he calls it, to gain them; 
and therefore orders the Plenipotentiaries to acquaint 
them, that her Majeſty will conſent to their having 
Dendermond and Ghent, and at the ſame time depart 
from her Pretenſions to Oſtend, and is willing that the 
Trade to Spain and the Spaniſh Indies be ſettled upon 
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* the ame Foot as it ſubſiſted at the Death of the late 


EKing of Spain. in all reſpects, except the Aſiento; and 


* their Eordſhips are order'd to tell them in very plain 
Terms, that her Majeſty's Meaſures will be taken ac- 
* cording to the Return they make to the Queen on this 
5 Occaſion. 5 | | 

But at the ſame time no Communication at all is 
made to tke States, of the general Plan of Peace laſt deli. 
verd by Monſ. Gaultier, as there never had been of any 
other, altho* in this laſt the Intereſts of all the Allies 
were ſettled and determin'd between Great Britain and 
France. | | | | 

And to ſhow how candidly we dealt with the Queen's 
Good Friends and Allies, the Dutch, as her Majeſty was 
pleas'd to ſtile them, the 15 per Cent. upon all the Goods 
and Manufactures of Great Britain, which was offer'd 
at firſt as one of the chief Bribes to England to come into. 
this deſtructive Peace, Monſieur Meſnager had now ex- 


. Flain'd away, and confin'd to ſuch Goods as were garry'd 


not to Stam, but to the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies only; 3nd our 
Miniſters finding that France would not make this Ef. 
fectual. Mr. Harley is order'd to let it drop. But ſee the 
Uſe that is to be made of this Inſineerity of the French; 
at the ſame time that Mr. St. Fehn acquaints our Pleni- 


otentiaries with her Majeſty's Conſent to give this up, 


e tells them, + © but you will take care to do this in 
* ſuch a manner, as not only to get ſomething for it a- 
* nother way, tut alſo to render this Conceſſion of the 
© Queen's a means of bringing the Dutch to reaſon, 


© and to a Compliance with her Majeſty's Meaſures, 


Lord Privy-Seal, April the 2gth, 1912, + acquaints 


Mx. Secretary, our Negotiation is at a ſtand, till the French- 


Miniſters are ready to return one Anſwer or other; and 
May the 1eth, 1712, the Plenipotentiaries ſay, The 
French tell us they can't think of giving in their An- 
* ſwer to the Allies till they hear from England the ſuc- 
**ceſs of Monſ. Gaultier, and you may believe we wait 
for it with no leſs Impatience than they do, | 
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Mr. St. John, May the zd, 1712, || acquaints their Ex 
cellencies, I hope in a few Days my Diſpatches will - 
© become more material, and that we ſhall be able either 
to fatisfie our Friends at Utrecht, or not have Reaſon -- 
to be much concern'd at their Uneaſineſs. | 
This ends in, Lord Strafford's being ſent for into England, 
and the following Orders are ſent to Lord Privy-Seal for 
his further Conduct; F Tou are to flop all Inſtances 
for procuring the Tariff of 1664 to the Dutch; you are 
to decline abſolutely to confer any further with them 
upon any matter, till you receive the Queen's Plan 
from hence, and that you will not, I hope, be long in 
« Expectation of; and her Majeſty finds ſo ill a Return 
made by the States to her Condeſcention towards 
them, that ſhe likewiſe orders your Lordſhip to take 
the firſt ſolemn Opportunity of declaring to the Dutch 
«* Miniſters, that all her Offers for adjuſting our Diffe- 
© rences were founded upon this expreſs Condition, that they 
came immediately into the Queen's Meaſures, and acted 
« openly and ſincerely with her; and that ſhe looks upon 
her (elf, from their Conduct, now to be under no Ob- 
* ligation whatſoever to them. e 

The Summary then of this whole Proceeding at 
Utrecht in one ſhort View appears to be this; à Con- 
greſs for general Conferences was neceſſary to be open d, 
that the Allies might in Appearance, agreeable to the 
Grand Alliance, have the Opportunity ef treating and 
adjuſting their ſeveral Pretenſions. ; b 

Our Miniſters were by their Inſtructions to act in Con- 
cert with the Allies; but they really acted in Concert 
with the French Plenipotentiaries. AQ 

The Allies giving in their Specifick Demands was not 
to be ayoided; but the French were to gain as much 
time as they poſſibly could, by unneceſſary Delays; and - 
at laſt igfiſt upon ſuch a Method of anſwering theſe De- 
mands, as they knew the Allies could not comply with: 
In the mean time the Negotiatioas were carrying on di- 
"TIO | | B 4 | 
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(32) ? 
realy between England and France or rather all the Con- 
_ ditions dictated and p*eſcrib'd by Farce whilft the Allies 
were amus'd with a Diſpute 2bout the method of anfwer- 
ing, from which France would not, and They could not 
poſſibly depart; in which England agreed with the reſt 
of the Allies. All Particulars that concern'd even the In- 
tereſt of the Allies were tranſacted betwixt the Miniſters 
of England and France, under the higheſt Obligations of 
Secrecy: The Dutch are preſs d to come into the Queen's 
Meaſures, without being acquainted what the Queen's 
Meaſures were; and becauſe they would not conſent to 
they knew not what, as ſoon as it was reſolv'd to ſend 
Orders to the Duke of Ormond not to engage in either 
Siege or Battle, and the great Projects were ready to be 
executed on the other ſide of the Water; the Queen de- 
Elares ſhe looks upon her ſelf now from their Conduct, 
to be under no Obligation whatſoever to the States Gene- 
Tal; and thus the Alliance betwixt Great Britais and her 
principal Allie is declared to be diſſolv'd and cancell'd.; 
before any thing was finally agreed and concluded be- 
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twixt us and Frarce; or we had the leaſt Security for our te 
own Trade and Commerce, or any other Advantages that b 
Were to acrue to Great Britain. 20 + 80 
During theſe Negotiations at Urrecht, and the Diſputes 
that had been induſtriouſly rais'd and kept on foot; the f. 
two great Points of the Renunciation of the Spaniſh Mo- a 
e and of the Ceſſation of Arms, had been upon the : 
Anvil, F-32451 a 
The firſt mention that is made of the Renunciation in "4 
order to be treated of, is found in a Memorial dated 2 
March the 28th, 1712, * entituled The Anfwer to the Me- ; 
morial brought by Mr. Gaultier the 23d of March 1711-12; 75 
this Memorial which was receiv'd in France the 23d of 1 
March is ſuppreſs d, but the Contents of it may in great . 
meaſure be collected from the Anſwer that was given to : | 


it, Thus much appears certain, that as the general Pro- 
poſal that the Crowns of France and Spain ſhould never 
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"(93 3 
be united aroſe firſt from England, and was made an Ar- 
ticle in the private Propoſitions ſent over by Mr. Prior; ſo 
from that time to this. the method of preventing that 
Union does not appear to have been once mention'd. The 
Senſe of France and Spain upon that important Article was 
not known, nor ſo much as ask d; altho' in every ſtep 
France had given plain Indications, that the Crown of 
Spain was to remain to King Philip; and the Committee 
is ſurpriʒ d to find the Miniſtry had gone ſuch Lengths 
in promoting the Meaſures of France, without taking the 
leaſt Precaution, or having any Satis faction concerning 
the Monarchy of Spain; wherein the Intereſt of Great 
Britain was by their own Confeſſion more immediately 
concern'd, than in all their other Articles of the Peace 
put together. 4 | 
Hut it is plain that in this Memorial ſent from England, 
the Scheme for preventing this Union was firſt propos d 
by England and that the Expedient was a Renunciation; 
and as this is a matter of ſuch Importance as deſerves the 


«greateſt Attention; that it may be ſeen in its true Light, 


e Committee have annex'd the Extract of the Anſwer 
to the ſaid Memorial, and the ſeveral. Letters that paſs d 
betwixt Monſieur de Torcy and Mr. St. Fohn upon this 
Subject, No..(i5-) rf 

In this Memorial Monſieur de Torcy declares in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, That the Renunciation deſired would 
would be null and invalid by the fundamental Laws of 
France, according to which Laws the moſt near Prince 
to the Crown is of neceſſity the Heir thereto ; tis an 
Inheritance that he receives neither from the King bis 


Predeceſſor, nor from the People, but from the Bene- 


fit of the Law, fo that when one King dies, the other 
* ſucceeds him forthwith, without asking the conſent of 
* any Perſon whatſoever. He ſucceeds not as Heir, but 
as the Maſter of the Kingdom, the Seignory whereof 
belongs unto him, not by Choice, but by Right ot 
Birth only. EF | N 
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He is not beholden for his Crown either to the Will 
of his Predeceſſor, or to any Edict, nor to any Decree,. 
nor to the Liberality of any Perſon, but to the Law. 
This Law is look'd upon, as the Work of him who 
* hath eſtabliſhed all Monarchies, and we are perſuaded 
© in France, that God only can aboliſh it. No Renunci- 
© ation therefore can deſtroy it, and if the King of Spain 
© ſhould renounce for the fake of Peace, and in Obedi- 
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* tkemſclves that recei d ir as a ſufficient Expedient to 
prevent the Miſchief we propoſe to avoid. ' 1 

Then he gives an account of the Diſpoſition made of G 
the Succeſſion to the Crown of Spain by King Philip, and 
regiſter'd in the Councils of Spain, which Diſpoſition. 
he propoſes may be confirm'd by the preſent Treaty of Je 
Peace, and ratified by the Cortes or States of the King- 


dom of Spain. | | f 
Mr. St. Fohn in his + Anſwer, March 23, 1711-12, Os ” 

S. rejects this Propofal, and not at all convinc'd by what \ 525 
Monſieur de Torcy had fo ſtrongly urg'd. concerning then ak 
nullity of the Renunciation, inſiſts ſtil} upon it; We are” 8 


* ready, ſays he, to believe you are perſuaded in France, 
that God alone can aboliſh that Lavy, upon which your 


* Right of Succeſſion is founded; but you will give us 5 
Leave to be perſuaded in Great Britain, that a Prince ＋ 
may depart from his Right by a voluntary Ceſſion, 1 
* and that he in Favour of whom that Renunciation is by - 
made, may be juſtly ſupported in his Pretenſions by the c 
Powers that become Guarrantees of the Treaty. In 4 
© ſhort, Sir, the Queen commands me to tell you that 5 5 
this Article is of ſo great Conſequence as well for her 421 
© ſelf as for the reſt of Europe, for this preſent Age as for ; 
+. Poſterity. that ſhe will never agree to continue the Ne- 6 ; 


«. gotiations of Peace; unleſs the Expedient ſhe has pro- 
5: pos'd be accepted, or ſome other equally ſolid, - on 

Monſieur de Torcy, in anſwer to this Letter, April the- f 
$th, N S. || begins to think it cannot be impoſſible to 
find an Expedient to ſettle this great Affair; and he pra- 
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poſes that when the King of Spain ſhall become either 
immediate Succeſſor, or preſumptiye Heir to the Crown © 
of France, he ſhall then declare the Choice he intends to 
make; either to maint-in his Right to the Crown of 
France, or keep that of Spam; that King Philip ſhall be. - 
come Party to the Treaty, wherein the Succeſſion to the 
two Crowns ſhall be likewiſe ſettled, and that all the 
Powers of Europe ſhall enter into an Engagement with 
France to maintain it. CER | ö 
Mr. St. John April the 6th. O. S. “ reaſons againſt this 
laſt Propoſal, and the ſeveral Projects contained in Mon- 
fieur de Torcy's laſt Letter; inſiſts that no Expedient can 
effectually 7 Europe from the Dangers wherewith it 
is threaten d by the Union of the two Monarchies, un- 
leſs the Prince, who is at preſent in Poſſeſſion of Spain, 
makes his Choice at this very Inſtant; and upon a Sup» 
poſition that the Crown of Spain would be his Choice, 
that this Dec:aration ſhould be made during the Congreſs 
„„ 3 e 
p71 26. N. S. + Monſieur de Torcy ſeeming always 
ts comply with what was deſired, agrees that the Ca- 


* tholick King mbſt calm the Uneaſineſs of Europe, in de- 


claring from the preſent time what Part he will take, if 
ever the Succeſſion of France is open in his Favour. 
That the Inconveniencies ariſing from hence, muſt ſub- 
mit to the Publick G od. Thus, Sir. ſays. Monſieur e 
« Torcy to Mr. St. ohn, the King pproving your Propo- 

* firion, diſpatches a Courier to Spain, and writes ho the: 
King his Grandſon, to let him know the Neceſſity of 

* reſolving on the Choice he ſnall make; and to declare it, 
to the end it may be inſerted in tne Treaty of the Ge- 
neral Peace. and be made a Condition of it, whereof - 
© all Europe ſhall be Guarantee; And promiſes. to uſe all 
poſſible Means, even Force, if it were neceſſary to make 
the King ot Spain agree to it. tie hopes this Propoſitioa 
will in a great Meaſure remove all Difficulties; and as 
they muſt expect new Obſtruct ons from thoſe who- 


would willingly break the Conferences, he believes = | 
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(36) | 
but way to diſappoint their Deſigns, would be, for the 
Queen of Great Britain to propoſe immediately a Suſpen- 
fion of Arms; for they ground their Hopes upon the E- 
vent of the Campaign. | OT 
April the 29th. O. S. + Mr. St. John anſwers this Let- 
ter, and treats this Propoſal as liable to all the Objections 
of che former, and argues thus upon it. * Altho” the 
* King of Spain ſhould at this Inſtant declare his Choice; 
* what grea er Sccurity will Europe have if the Execution 
b of that Choice be deferr'd to another. time? In offer- 
ing that he ſhall be 6blig'd to declare his Choice at this 
© preſent time, you agree, that neither the Stipulations of 
© a Treaty, nor the Guarantee of the Powers engagd in 
the preſent War, would be ſufficient to ſecure that the 
Choice fhall be made; how then can we conclude that 
they will be ſufficient to ſecure that when the Czſe ſhall 
happen, he ſhall quit one Crown to accept of the other, 


* according to the Choice which he ſhail now make? D 
* He goes on, The Queen has often declar'd, that it will 2 
© be impoſſible for her to be content with any Exped wat! 
Which ſhall not be very ſolid, upon an Article ola 2 
great an Importance as the Re-· Union of the two Mo- * 
**narchies. This would be to loſe the Fruit of all the 4 
* Blood which the Allies had ſpilt in the Courſe of this o 
© War; this would be to betray the common Cauſe f 
Europe; and to expoſe both the preſent Age and Poſte- 

© rity to greater Dangers than tis poſſible to imagine. P 
In ſhort, he inſiſts that they muſt take Care that the fre 


* time ſhall never be, when the fame Prince ſhall have 
the Crown of Spain upon his Head, and the Succeſſion 755 
to the Crown of France open to him. He at laſt pro- 
* poſes, if the King of Spain prefers the Expectation of 
 .* the Crown of Frauce, to the preſent Poſſeſhon of Spain, 
n ſuch Caſe be ſhall withdraw forthwith with his Fa- . 
* mily out of Spain, the Poſſeſſion of which, and the In. 
dies, ſhould be given to the Duke of Savoy; that King fir 
Philip ſhould have the Kingdom of Sicily and the Here- iro 
: ditary Dominiops of the Nuke of geg, together wich | 
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ſirous to come as near as po 
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the Monferat and Mantua, all which Dominions he ſhould 
remain poſſeſs d of, tho he became King of France; ex- 
©. cepting Sicily, which in that Caſe ſhould return to the 
< Houſe of Auffria. „„ Ye 

May the 18th, N. S. $ Monſieur de Torcy (till yielding 
and complying with the Meaſures of England, ſhows the 
great Hardſhip the King of Spain muſt undergo, in. facri- 
ficing his own and the Intereſt of his Family, for the e- 
ſtabliſhirg a General Peace; however the King of France. 
would ſend to him to know his Mind upon the two Al- 
ternatives, In the mean time the King of France pro- 
miſes that the Treaty of Peace ſhall be made, upon the 

Foundation of one of theſe two Propoſitions; either that 
the King of Spain ſhall renounce his Right to the Crown. 
of France, and keep Spain and the Indies; or if he prefers 
his Expectation upon France, he ſhall quit Spain and the 
Indies to the Duke of Savoy, in exchange for the preſent 
Dominions of the Duke of Savoy &c. as propos d by Mr. 

St. Fohn. He hopes by this Promiſe of the King of 

France. all Uncertainties are remoy'd; and ſubmits to the 

'Qiteen's Wiſdom, to confider what Method would be the - 
moſt conducive to the General Good. © It would be ye-- 
ry unhappy if any Event during the Campaign, ſhould 
fall out to diſturb the good Diſpoſitions that are ſeen at - 

« preſent for Eftabliſhing the Publick Repoſe. 2 

This Correſpondence between the two Secretaries for 
preventing the Union of the two Kingdoms, carry'd on 

trom about the middle of March to the :8th of May, 1712. 

ended at laft, juft as it began; and King Philip choſe: to 
make the Renunciation. The French Miniſter giving us 

ſuch early Notice, and'telling us fo very plainly that what 
we ask'd was utterly inſufficient, and would be for ever 
deem'd by the unalterable Laws of France null and void, 
is very remarkable. His Dexterity 1 that part 
ef the Negotiation, in 5 always to comply, and de- 
ible to the Propoſals made 
from hence, and ſubmirting at laſt, ſince we would have 
it fo, to the Renunciation ſo peremptorily infiſted” on, is 


— 


no leſs obſer vable. 
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But it is nnaccountable how the Engl;/h Miniſtry, when 
they were expreſly told thoſe would deceive themſelves, 
who ſhould accept of a Renunciation as a ſufficient Expe- 
dient to prevent the Reunion of the two Monarchies ; 
when they laid it down themſelves as a Principle never to 
be departed from, that the Union of the two Monarchies 
would be the greateſt Miſchief that could poſlibly happen 
to all Europe, and to Great Britain in particular; ſhould 
ſtill perſevere in relying upon this Expedient of a Renun- 

_ ciation. And it cannot be forgot, that no Care was tak-. 
en to render effectual the two only Expedienrs, that were. 
ever propos d for adding any degree of real Security to the 

Renunciation: Which were, to have it ſolemnly accept- 
ed by the States of France, and to have it confirm'd by a 
General Guaranty of all the Powers of Eurete engag'd in 
the preſent War. The firſt was ask'd indeed; but upon 
the Retuſal of France was entirely given up by our Mi- 
niſtry: The ſecond, by our Method of Negotiating, and 
cur Treatment of the Allies, was from that very time ren- 
ered Imprafticable ; as the French could not bur foreſee, 
It muſt be remembred. that a few Days after this Anſwer: a, 
of Monſ. de Torcy was receiv'd, Mr. St. ohn ſent Orders. 
to the Britiſh Plenipotentiaries ro declare to the States- Te 
General The Qu=cn was now under no further Obligati- Pr 
ons whatſoever to them, who with the reſt of the Allies 

were to be Guarantees of this Treaty. | | 
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The Committee think it proper to mention here a Paſ- 
lage in a Letter from the Lords Plenipoten tiaries to Mr; 
St. Fohn, February the 26th, 1711-12, N. S. * who ac- 
guaint him, that in ſome Diſcourſe with the Mareſchal 
D Uxelles upon Occafion of the Death of the Dauphin, they 
defir'd to know of him, what thoſe Meaſures are which 
France offers to take in Order to prevent the Union of the 
two Kingdoms; and whether they were to conſiſt in real 
or verbal Securities; the French Miniſter pretended to know 
no other but of the latter Sort. And then they ſuggeſt to 
Mr. St. Fohn, that an Obligation upon King Fhilip to Re. 
nounce the Regency as well as the Crown of France, for 
himſelf and his Poſterity, would amount to ſome degree 
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of real Security. But no Endeayours were uſed to obtain” 
this, nor any mention made of it, as far as appears.” 
Mr. St. Fohn. as Secretary of State tranſacted this Af. 
fair with Monſ de Torcy ; but as it can't eafily be ſuppos'd 
that he did this without the Advice and Approbation of 
the Lord Treaſurer, as firſt Miniſter; ſo it appears, that at 
the ſame time a Correſpondence was heli berwixt the 
Lord Treaſurer and Monſ. de Torcy: Mr. St Fohn ſays ian 
his Letter of the 24th of April 1712, + He was forc'd 
to ſtop the Courier which he defio2n'd to diſpatch the Day 
before, to wait for a Letter which my Lord Treaſurer 
writes to Monſ. de Torcy; & and April the 11th, he was 
oblig'd to ſtop the Courier till to Day, in hopes that Lord 
Treaſurer would be in a Condition to anſwer Monſieur de 
Torcy's Letter, but the Defluxion in his Eyes; which has hin- 
der'd him for five Days, ſtill continues. And April the 26th, 
+ Monſ. de Torcy is very much concern'd for the Indiſpoſi- 
tion of my Lord Treaſurer, and ardently withes he may 
ſoon recover. It is very Important, ſays he, that thoſe 
* who, like you and him, have had the principal Share in 
the Work of Peace, ſhould have the Glory of finiſhing it. 
Monſ. de Torcy*s Letter of the 18th of May. N. S. C was 
receiv'd by Mr. St. John the gth of May, O. S. and the 
Promiſe of the King of France to oblige his Grandſon 
to accept the alternative of the two Kingdoms had ſo good 
and ſudden an Effect, that the Day following, without 
waiting the Return of the Courier from Madrid, to know 
whether King Philip did conſent or not to the Propoſal; 
Orders are ſent to the Duke of Ormond by Mr. St. om 
to avoid engaging in any Siege, or hazarding 'a Battel 
* till further Order. And he is directed to diſguiſe the 
© Receipt of this Order, Her Majeſty thinks he cannot 
* want Pretences for conducting himſelf fo as to anſwer 
* her Ends. without owning that. which at preſent might 
have an ill Effect if it were publickly known.” | 
On the ſame Day that theſe *® Orders are ſent te the 
Queen's General with Directions to diſguiſe them, which 
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was to conceal. them from the Confederates, they are 


communicated to the Queen's Enemies. * Abbot Gaults- 


er will give you an Account, ſays Mr. Sr. Fohn to Mon, 
de "Torcy, of the Orders I have juſt now diſparch'd to 
the Duke of Ormond. What Mr. St. John himielt thought 


of the Importance of this Order is to be learn d from his 


* Letter to Mr. Prior September the 19th. 1712. The 
moment I read the Queen a Letter from Monſ. de Torcy, 
by which it appear'd that the King of France would ob- 
lige his Grandſon to accept of the Alternative of quit- 
<.ting one of the two Monarchies, her Orders were dif. 
« patch'd to the Duke to engage in neither Siege or Bat- 
« tel: And ſhe prevented the French trom even making the 
Demand. I will not ſay that this Order ſav'd their Ar- 
my from being beat, but I think in my Conſcience that 
it did. yer 
On the 24th of May 1712, + Mr. St. John writes a- 
in to Monſ. de Torcy, altho they had yet receiv d no An- 
wer from Madrid concerning the Renunciation; but be. 
ing preſs d in time, and finding it neceſſary for the Queen 
to make the Communication to Parliament, that ſhe had 
promis d, of the Terms on which a Peace might be made, 
he acquaints him with the Steps the Queen was reſoly'd 
to take: Provided the moſt Chriſtian King will render 
them pact cable for her. And ina J Memorial of the 
ſame date, No. (22) ſpecifies the Conditions upon which 
her Majeſty conſents to. make ſuch important Steps, and 
deciſiye Declarations to her Parliament, as theſe which 


- follow. <« Firft, That ſhe had ſettled with France the In- 


tereſts of Great Britain. Secondly, That ſhe looks up- 
« on the Intereſts: of the other Powers engag'd. with her 
* in the War, as eaſie to be adjuſted ; fince the King of- 
fers to the greateſt Part of them, very near what they 


have demanded, and to all a juſt and reaſonable Satisfa- 


«£ Aion, Thirdly, That ſhe will. fet about accommodat- 
ing the Affairs of her Allies; and that to prevent all the 
Obſtructions which the Events of the Campaign might 
8 920 | l | J + :.1 * Scceawn 
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© occaſion to the Negotiations of Peace ſhe had agreed 
© with the King to a Suſpenſion of Arms. SIR 
The Conditions ſpecify'd in the Memorial, are De- 
mands relating to Noth America, to Commerce, and the 
Suſpenſion of Arms. | re dat FR 
In the Article concerning Commerce, it is ſaid © That 
* ſeveral Points relating to Trade requiring a longer Diſ- 
«* cuſſion than the preſent Criſis would admit, and the 
Queen being much more intent upon ſecuring” the Ge- 
* neral Peace, than any particular Advantages; deman is 
* at preſent only the two following Conditions. Firit, 
© That Commiſſiries ſhould be nam'd on both Sides to 
meet at London there to examine and ſettle the Duties 
and Impoſitions to be paid reſpectively in each Kingdom. 
* Secondly, That no Priviteges or Advantages relating to 
Commerce with France, ſhall be yielded to any Foreign 
Nation, which ſhall not at the ſame time be granted to 
the Subjects of her Britamick Majeſty; as likewiſe, no 
Privilege or Advantage in relation to the Trade of Great 
Britain ſhall be yielded to any Foreign Nation, which 
* ſhall not at the ſame time be granted to the Subjects 
ME oe a 
As to the Suſpenſion of Arms, Her Majeſty will con- 
* ſent it ſhall be made for two Months: Previded, Firſt, 
That within the ſaid Term the King of Spain ſhall ei- 
* ther make the Renunciation demanded, or ſhall yield 
Spain to the Duke of Savoy, upon the Conditions men- 


« tion'd in Mr. St. John's Letter of the 2gth of April O. S. 


* Secondly, That the French Gariſon ſhall evacuate Dm. 
* kirk, and the Queen's Troops be admitted, the ſame Day 
* that the Suſpenſion of Arms ſhall commence. Thirdly, 
That in Caſe the States General ſhall at the ſame time 


* conſent to the Suſpenſion of Arms, it ſeems reaſonable 
they ſhould have the Liberty of putting a Garriſon in- 
to Cambray. | MEH 


Upon theie Conditions your Committee. cannot but ob- 


ſerve, that altho' it was daily inſtill'd into the Minds of 
the People, that the great Advantages in Trade and Com- 
merce ſecur'd to Great Britain, were the chief Induce- 
ments to the Miniſtry to engage in theſe Meaſures with 


France, 


| (42) 

France, it is here declar'd they were more intent upon the 
General Peace, than any particular Advantages. And 
whereas it was laid down as a Principle from which the 
Queen would never depart, that the Intereſts of Great 
Britain ſhould in the firſt Place be adjuſted; and the great 
Advantages ſtipulated for theſe Nations, before the Con- 
cluſion of the Peace, were to juſtifie the Peace, and all 
the Steps that were taken to procure it; it is now Evident 
that no mention was made of our Trade in Stain; and 
for our Commerce in General, the ſettling of that was 
poſtpon'd, and all Points in Diſpute betwixt Great Britain 
and France, were to be referred to Commiſſaries; which 
Propoſition was not demanded but voluntarily offer'd by 
Mr. St. John. | 


On the 8th of June, 17 12. N. 8. Monſ. de Torcy ſends, 


an Account, © * That the King of Spain, of the two Pro- 
_ * politions, had choſen to keep Spam and the Indies. and 
to Renounce for himſelf and his Deſcendants, the Right 
to the Crown of France. This principal Obſtacle te the 
© Peace being remov'd, the King of France expects 
that the Queen will now clear on her fide the reſt of 
* the Difficulties, which may obſtruct this great Work; 
by making ſuch Declarations as had been promis'd up- 
© on the return of the Courier from Madrid, and as are 
neceſſary for this end. The King thinks the firſt and 
* moſt urgent is, to ſettle a Suſpenſion of Arms, either 


General, or at leaft between the two Armies in the | 


Low. Countries, which may continue till rhe Concluſion 
of the Peace. l . Ts Bet 
On the 10th of June N. S. + Monſ. de Torcy acknow- 
ledges the Receipt of Mr. St. Fohn's Letter of the 24th of 
May, O. S. together with the Memorial; and ſends ano- 
ther + Memorial in Anſwer to it, containiag the King of 
France's Aniwer to theſe laſt Demands of the Queen. 
S A i = e 
He takes Notice, That the Letters from the Army 
- Mention a Deliga to Inveſt Queſnoy, in order to beſiege 


l. 8. fol. 346. f bol. 8, fol, 354. f Vol. 8, 
fol. 358, 85 4 


Uncertainty. Upon this Foundation the Queen hopes, _ 


(43) 3 
* it; but the King cannot think that the Queen appreves 
* of ſuch an Undertaking, much leſs that ber Troops ſhall 
© be employ d to render it Succeſsful: He concludes, that 
« if a Suſpenſion is not immediately made, we may find 
our ſelves indiſpenſably drawn into ſeme great Event; 
which ke hopes the Secretary's Prudence and Care will 
prevent. And altho* in the Anſwer to the Queen's 
Demands,. nothing Material that was ask d for our Trade 
in North America is granted, the Evacuating of Dunkirk 


and admitting an Engliſh Gariſon is not agreed to, and the 


receiving a Dutch Garriſon into Cambray. is abſolutely re- 


fus'd, which were propos'd as Conditions of the Suſpen- 


fion of Arms; Monſ. de Torcy hopes That this return to 
the Queen's Demands will occalion no new Trouble, 
but as the Beginning and whole Courſe of this Negotia- 
tion was carried on upon the Bona Fide, and a mutual 
Confidence of which they had ſeen the good Effects; it 
« is neceſſary to baniſh all Diftruſt, and the Queen to re- 
* poſe an entire Confidence in his. Majeſty, without in- 
* fiſting on Demands which may ſerve only to creates 
ea OT 21 8 
On the 6th of June O. S. || Mr. St. Fohn owns the 
Receipt of Monſ de Torcy's two Letters ot the 8th and 
roth of Zune, N. S. and ſays, altho' the King of Franc 
had not anſwer'd the Queen's Demands according to Ex- 
pectation, which were the Conditions on which the Queen 
was to make ſuch peremptory and deciſive Declarations; 
yet the Queen would nor defer going that Day to Parlia- 
ment, and making all the. Declarations that were neceſ- 
fary to render the Nation unanimouſly inclia'd to the 
Peace; that ſhe had not indeed mention'd to the Parlias 
ment the Suſpenſion of Arms, but bad comtnanded him 
to acquaint Monſ. de Torcy with the Reſolutions: ſhe had 
taken in Relation to it, and inſiſting upon the Renunciati- 
on as the Capital Point of the Negotiation; and for which 
Her Majeſty would rather depart from almoſt all the- 
Points that had been agreed upon, than leave that to any 


— 


the moſt Chriſtian King will not find any thing ol. 
fenfive in the Demands, which ſhe found her ſelf oblig'd 
to renew, being Conditions for a Suſpenſion of Arms be- 
tween the rwo Armies in the Netherlands; which if the 
King conſents to, fays Mr. St Fohn to Monſ de Torcy, 
vou have only to ſign and ſend to the Duke of Ormond, 
* who at the ſame time that he takes Poſſeſſion of Dun- 
* kirk, will declare to the Allies, that he has Orders to 
act no further againſt France. Ile acquaints him that 
* Lord Strafford was going back to Utrecht, that the In- 
ſtructio ns he was to carry will according to your Deſire, 
put the Queen's Plenipotentiaries in a Condition to keep 


no longer thoſe Meaſures to which they have been hi. 


© therto obliged to ſubmit, but from henceforth they may o- 


« penly joyn with thoſe of France and give Law to thoſe wio. | 


* will not ſubmit to juſt and reaſonable Conditions; and 
* promiſes when Lord Strafford goes, he will diſpatch a- 
Mm nother Courier to inform him of the Orders he car- 
S ries. | | | 

- Your Committee think it proper to inſert here an Ex- 
tra& of a Letter from the Earl of Strafford to Mr. Se, 
Zohn, of the zoth of April, 1712. * * Thus you ſtill ſee 
the Temper here, and the Time it will natu ally take to 
© get the Dutch (if they will at laſt ſettle a Plan) be- 
© fore it can be done. You ſee the Events we are ex- 
« poſed to by the Operations in the Field the mean time, 
* and you have it by this time in your Power to termi- 


for a Month, till the Negotiation is ended one way or 
other: There is no Pretence now it can be a Prejudice 
to us, ſhould a Ceſſation be made; for the former Pre. 


French to make Magazines for their Army to take the 
Field as ſoon as ours, and having burnt theſe Magazines 
at firſt affirm'd impoſſible to be made; for us by that 
means to be Maſters of beſieging either Cambray or Arras, 
and our Army's marching to Paris is ftopt at leaſt for this 
Summer in all Appearance. The French are now bet- 
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nate all, and even to ſtop the Operations of the Army 


tences are out of Docrs, of its being impoſſible for the 
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* ter poſted than we are; their Army is much ſtronger- 
Wie cannot march to ſurprize them in other Parts of 
« their Lines till we have green Forage, which wo'nt be 


* Troops up, and we want a great Part of ours, eſpecial- 
ly the Imperialiſts, who, tis ſaid, cannot joyn the Arm 
in a Month yet; ſo that now the Advantage of a Cef- 


« of Peace conſent to it. If, upon theſe and other Confi- 
« derations, a Ceſſation is thought in England neceſſary, 


« reſolved to put it in Execution on her Side, if aprRtd-to 
by the French; becauſe ſuch a Propoſition will be ſure to 


© and may have the Effect of making thoſe who delight 
in War undertake with ſo much the greater Precipita- 


Allegations the Earl of Strafford did here adviſe a Suſpen- 
ſion 1 Arms, is ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the 


Fune 22, 1712, N. S. are annex d, No. (24. 
The next Day, Zune 7, O. S. Mr. St. Fohm writes a + 


June 6, O. S. and the Anſwer, figned by Monſ. de Torcy, 


| Confidence in the good Faith of the Moſt Chriſtian King; 


ger againſt France; and that if they do not haſten to make 
their Agreement, they will have a Burthen upon their 
Backs which they are not able to bear. 13 
On the fame Day. Mr. St. Fohn ſends to the Duke of 
Ormond || Copies of theſe two laſt Letters, and of the Me- 
morial ſent to the Marquis de Toren They have been, fays 
his Lordſhip, arent by the Queen's Order in Anſwer 
to the laſt Expreſs which came from France, and You 
vill perceive by them, my Lord, that the Queen inſiſts 
on the Execution of the Article relating to Spain, and 
| on 


— 


1 Nl. 3. fol.39. 70.8. fol. 374. || Fol, 8. fol, 378, 


| © up theſe Three Weeks at ſooneſt. "They have all their 


« ſation of Arms is on our Side, if they will for the ſake 
the Queen mult not propcſe it, but at the fame time be 
| © meet with Oppoſition, unieſs back d with Reſolution, 


tion ſome deſperate. Attempt. Upon-what groundleſs 
The + Articles for a Suſpenſion, Ggned by Mr. St. Fohn, 


private Letter to Monſ, de. Torcy, expreſſing the utmoſt 


thinks it neceflary to baſten the Peace; tells him, it will 
frighren the Dutch to be told the Queen will act no lon- 


(45) 
* on the Delivery of Dunkirk, as Points without which 
© ſhe will not declare for a Ceſſation of Arms in the Ne. 
* therlands; but if theſe Conditions are accepted, and ſent 
« Gignedby the Marquis de Torcy to your Grace, and Dun. 
© kirk put into your Poſſeſſion, you are publickly to 
- © ownthat you can act no longer againſt the French. If 
© they are not conſented to, you are entirely free from 
© Reſtraint, and at Liberty to take all reaſonable Meaſures 
that are in your Power for annoying the Enemy. It is 
© probable the Mareſchal Villars may receive the Orders 
© which will be ſent him from Verſailles within a Day af. 
« ter this Letter will come to your Hands. Your Grace 
will therefore loſe no Time in acquiintinz him, that 
« you are in ExpeRition of hearing from his Court that 
which muſt determine your Proceedings; and that, ac- 


© cording to the King's Reſolution, you are either to look 


upon your ſelves on both Sides as freed from any re- 
ſtrictive Orders, and in full Liberty of acting againſt 
each other, or that you are openly to declare for a Cel. 
%/ͤͤ ͤ e | | 

The Committee think it heceſſary now to go a little 
back, and obſerve what Orders and Inſtructions had been 
given to the Duke of Ormond, and what Accounts he had 
ſent of his Proceedings during the time the Correſpon- 
_ dence relating to the Renunciation was carrying on, 
On the 12th of April 1712, N. S. his Inſtru&ions are 

fign'd by the Queen 5 (No. 25.) He is order'd to repair 
_ firſt: to the Hague, and to fee the Penfionary, before he 
pats himſelf at the Head of the Troops; to expreſs to him 
the Queens Reſolution of preſſing the War with all poſ- 
fible Vigour; to aſſure him he is prepar'd to live in 3 
perfect good Correſpondence with all the Generals, and 
particularly with thoſe of the States; to inform himſelf 
what Plan has been agreed for the Operation of the Cam- 
paign: And as ſoon as he arrives at the Frontier, to meet 
with Prince Eugene, and ſuch of the Generals as ſhall be 
in the Secret, and with them to concert the proper Mer. 
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ſures for entering ion. 
; for entering upon Action. 
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Your Committee conceive theſe Inſtructions fign'd by 
Majeſty muſt be the Rule of his Grace's Actions till 


ountermanded or revok'd by equal Authority, there being 
0 general Direction in them to follow ſuch further Or- 
ders as he ſhould receive from a Secretary of State. 


On the 24th of April, N.S. the Duke of Ormond gives' 


the Secretary an Account, That, according to his Inftru« 
Rions, he had given the Penſionary all the Aſſurances of 


carrying on the War with Vigour, and acting in Confi- 
dence with all the Allies, and more eſpecially the Dutch; 
which were receiv'd with the greateſt Profeſſions of 
Duty and Reſpect to her Majeſty. TY | 

On the 30th, * the Duke of Ormond had been in Con- 


ference with the Council of State, where, his Grace ſays, 


chere were great Expreſſions of Duty to -her Majeſty. 
They told him there was no particular Refolution taken 
as to the Operation of the Campaign but left it to 
their Generals, who with their Deputies are to act in 
Concert with the Generals of the Allies; arid that they 
had given Orders to their Generals to live in a good 


. Correſpondence with his Grace. 


On the 25th of April, O. S. F which muſt be obſerv'd 


was before it was known France had agreed ſo much as 
o propoſe to the King of Spain the Alternative of the 
wo Monarchies, which was not till the 18th of May, 
N. S. Mr, St. Fohn begins to give the Duke ot Ormond 
ome diſtant Hint of the Scene that was afterwards to be 
ppen'd, and tells him; The Queen inclines to be of O- 


pinion, that all the Troops, whether Subjects or Fo- 
reigners, belonging to her, ſhould be immediately un- 
der his Grace's Command. There may have been for- 
merly Reaſons for uſing a different Method, but there 
ſcems at preſent to be ſome of a very ſtrong Nature 


for taking this, and perhaps theſe may every Day grow 
ſtill ſtronger. Inſinuates there may be Reaſons to be 


Jealous of Prince Eugene; and on this Occafion his Grace 


is directed to be more cautious for ſome time of engag- 
ing in an Action, unleſs in the Caſe of a very apparent 
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Order mention d before of May the 1oth, O. S. not to e 


1 


and conſiderable Advantage, upon Pretence of waitigg 


mand, and will endeavour to hinder its being ſuſpected. 


„„ 
till the German Troops were all arriv'd, that they may 
© have their Share, if there is to be any Action. 

On the gth of May, N. 8. + the Duke of Ormond 1c 
knowledges the Receipt of two Letters from Mr. St. Join 
of the 16th and 22d of April, neither of which appear, 
But his Grace ſays in Anſwer to the Secretary, I am 

of your Opinion, that a Battle won or loſt would at 
this time make very great Alterations in the Treaties 
© now on foot: But you remember that, in my Inſtru. 
« ions, I am order'd to act in Conjunction with the 
Allies in proſecuting the War with Vigour; ſo that, 

+ ſhould there happen a fair Opportunity to attack the E. 
 nemy, I cannot refuſe it, if propos'd by the Prince and 
States. But J hope to have the Meſſenger before the 
Armies are form'd, which will be in 3 or 4 Days. | 
On the 12th of May, N. || the Duke of Ormond ex. fe 

ſſes ſtill the ſame Ureafineis, wiſhes to hear from Ex 
land that the Peace is near concluded; but hopes, if it be 
delay d, we ſhall have the good Fortune to force the 

French to comply with the Queen's Demands. 
But his Grace was now ſoon put out of his Pain by the 


* 
acc. 


gage in any Siege or hazard a Battle. 
On the 25th of May, N. S. $ the Duke of Ormmd! 
writes two Letters to Mr. St. Jom a private Letter and 
a publick Letter. In the firſt, which was his private Let. 
ter, and all wrote in his own Hand, his Grace acknow. 
« ledges the Receipt of his Orders, not to engage in Siege 
or Battle; to which he promiſes an exact Obedience, 
and to keep ſecret bis having receiv'd any ſuch Com- 
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But Prince Eugene and the States having propos d te at. 
* tack the Enemy, or, if that be found too hazardous to 


b beſiege Queſnoy, his Grace fears it will be very difficut a 
for him to diſguiſe the true Reaſon of his oppoſing al ks: 

© Propoſals that ſhall be made for undertaking any thing i fei - 

- ©. baving no Excuſe for Delays, all the Troops we expected, pon 


© and 
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< and the heavy Cannon, being to be bere on Saturday: 


ting And be ſays if he could have found Forage here, he 


mY would have made ſome Pretence te delay the March, 


though the Diſpoſitions of it were made before he re- 
ICs * .ceived this Letter. N I 4 
Fon But on the lame Day his Grace writes another © pub- 
pear, lick Letter to Mr, St. obn after he had received the Let- 
am ter of the 10th, as is expreſly ſaid, wherein he takes no 
daa Notice of his Orders not to engage in Siege or Battle, but 
TIES ſpeaks of his having reviewed the Engliſuh Troops, and 
ſtru- found them in ſo good a Condition, that muſt convince 
1 the all the Allies how groundleis the Complaints are that have 
that, been made of our Backwardnefs, of which he ſays, 1 
e E-B believe you will now hear no more. He goes on, It 
and * we find an Opportunity to bring*the Enemy to a Battle, 
the: we ſhall not decline it. * 3 
1 On the 28th of May, the Duke of Or mond, & in his Let - 
ex. ter to Mr. Sr. Jom, lays, * Yeſterday Prince Eugene and 
£4 the States Deputies defired that I would-confjent to fend 
it be the Quarter- Maſters to view the French Camp; which I 
thei could not refuſe, without giving them ſome Sufpicion 
| © of what J am ordered to diſguiſe; but I was ſure that 
the nothing of Action could happen, the Enemy being be- 
0 er, © kind the Schelde. The Detachment that went with them 
were Forty Squadrons, and all the Grenadiers of my 
© Army to ſupport them, and make geod their Retreat, 
* ſhould the Enemy have ehdeavoured for to have attack d 
* them. They went as far (I mean the Horſe) as Cate- 
let, where the Right of the Enemy's Army lies, and 
are come back without ſeeing any of the French on our 
nnn, V a5rutd 3 
© The Diſtance between the Head of the Somme and that 
of the Schelde is not above a League and a Half, which 
js a Plain, and the Enemy have not yet offered to throve 


begin to work, ſince they have ſeen our Troops recon- 
* nottring that Way. Prince Eugene and the Deputies 
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up any Retrenchment: May be to Morrow they will 


to dine with his Grace the next Day, he was under 


apprehenſions they would preſs him to undertake ſome- 
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«thing immediately, which it would be very hard to con: 


ceeal the true Reaſon of his refuſing, having no reaſonable + 
Excuſe for it. 1 8 | 9 8 
In this 4 Letter his Grace gives an Account of a Letter * 


that he had received from Mareſchal Fillars, and the An- 
ſwer that his Grace wrote-to the Mareſchal.. | 5 

This Correſpondence, which on both Sides is inſiſted f ** 
upon to be kept as the mcR abſolute Secret, is founded 
upon a Poſtſcript in Mr. Sr. Zohn's Letter of May the 10th 52 
to the Duke of Ormond; wherein he tells his Grace, 


Communication is given of this Order to the Court of Bas 
France; ſo that it Mareſchal Fillars takes any private 13 
* way Notice of it to you, your Grace will anſwer ac- wh 
* cordinply. | oh 


May the 25th, N. S. Mareſchal Villars acquaints his Grace, p 
+ © That he had the King's Orders, and the Queen of Eng- 3 
lands Conſent to write to him as ſoon as he received 
the Ceurier; and whatever Glory is to be acquired a- 
gainſt a General whoſe Valour is ſo well known among 
them, he deſires him to be aſſured that he never re- fo 
« ceived more agreeable News than that they were to be 
* ro longer Enemies. (5: „„ 
The Duke of Ormond in Anſwer acquaints him, That 
the had received Orders from the Queen upon the ſame 
Subject, to which he would not fail to conform himſelf 
% ³ĩ˙¹ tf wot ↄ̃ Ä 
- - This is conformable to the Tatimation given by Mr. S.. 
-Zolm, That if Mareſchal Pillars takes any private way No. 
— of his Orders, his Grace was to anſwer accord- 
Sur his Grace proceeds further, and ſays, The Motion 
* which we are going to make is principally for the Sub- 
liſtance of our Troops, fo that you need not be under 
* any Apprehenfion at this March; at leaſt 1 can anſwer 
for the Queen's Army which I have the Honour te 
„%% œPPl uv S587 Atdw. 57 a5 
--.'Your Committee is at a Loſs to account for this Tranſ: 
action, unleſs his Grace had Orders not only not to act 


t. e. iu. zoo. vel. 3. fi. 3s. f 
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zent France, but to give the French General Intelligence 
of all that was deſign'd in the Confederate army 
The Report being made by the Quarter- Maſters. General, 
who went with the Detachment to viewthe French Camp, 
and the Overture between the Sources of the Somme and 
the Schelde, and they all agreeing that the Ground was as 
advantagious as could be, their Situation being ſuch as 
gave an Opportunity of falling upon their Flank and Rear, 
it was propos d to the Duke of Ormond to march with. 
out the leaſt Delay to the Enemy, and to attack them. 
What bis Grace did upon this Occaſion is beſt to be 
learnt from his own Words in his Letter of May the 29th 
to Mr. St. Jom. You may eaſily imagine the Difficul y 
that © I Was under to excuſe the delaying a Matter, which, 
* according to the Informations I had from the Quarter- 
Maſters-General, and ſeveral other General Officers that 
« went out with the Detachment, ſeem'd to be ſo practi- 
cable. © The beſt Excuſe I could make was Lord Strafs 
* ford's ſudden Voyage to England, which gave me Reaſon 
* to believe there muſt be ſomething” of Conſequence 
« tranſiting, which a Delay of Four or Six Days would 
bring to Light, and therefore I delired they would de- 
fer this Undertaking, or any other, until I ſhould receive 
© freſh Letters from Englan J.. 
: Your: Committee cannot better repreſent the favourable 
Opportunity that was here loſt to the Common Cauſe; 
- and the Advantage, or rather Deliverance, that was ſes 
| cured to the Common Enemy, than in a F Letter from 
ra. the Deputies of the States to the Duke of Ormond; June 
the 4th; M (26G inn | 


ma * Theſe Repreſentations and the preſſing Inftan JR WA 


| by Prince Eugene, are entertain'd' by Mr. St. Fohn as 
cer feed Alarms and Clamours raiſed with much Indu- 
WB try, but ſuch as gave Her Majeſty no Uneafineſs whats & 
"I ſcever, LT Pr. gm 

| T hut they began to make ſome Impreſſions upon the 
_ Duke of Ormond; he grew ſenſible ws the lb Blood 
ql ind DifſatisfaQion cauſed among the Allies by the Mes- 
All > 23 G „ $4 ſutes 
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CF a 
ſures he was obliged to take, who did not flick to ſay we lf * 
were betraying them. He ſends an Account, tnat Prince 


Eugens and the States Deputies had reſelved to beſiege of 
weſnoy, which Place was that Day, Tune 8. N. S. 1712, Wl 7 
inveſted; and though he had nothing co do in the Ope-. 
ration, he could not refuſe furniſhing ſome Troops ia the ag 
States Pay, but hai avoided giving any ia the Quzea's 0, 
whole Pay. _ 3 | of 
We are now come again to the 7th of June, O. S. when a 
Mr. St. John ſent to the Duke of Ormond his Letters of the ef 
th and 7th to Moaſ. de Torcy, and the laſt Articles pro- the 
poſed by Great Britain far a Suſpealion of Arms; and it the 
is to be obſerved, that hitherto it was an entire Secret be. Hea 
tween the Engliſh and French Courts and their Two Gene- i ©2"* 
rals, that neither 3iege or Battle was to be engaged in hol 
by the Duke of Ormond. Prince Eugene and the whole 11 


Confeleracy were as yet amuſed with Hopes that the | 
Duke of Ormoyd might be permitted in ſome Degree to ved 
comply with bis Iaſtructions, and the ſolemn and repeat- 8e. 
ed Aſſurances that had bean given, to act in ConjuaRion 
with the reſt of the Allies: But the Time was now come, 0 
when the Secretary's Care and Prudence was to deliver 
the French King from the Apprehenſions under which WM = 
Monſ. de Torcy had fo often declared him to be for the 5 
Events of this Campaign: And although the Suſpenſion 
of Arms was preſs d and inſiſted upon by France, and was by th 
to be granted purely for the ſake and Preſervation of the 
French Army, which in all reaſon, ſhould' have brought 
them to a Compliance with the Demands ſent from Eng- 
land; yet · ſo very tractable did eur Miniſtry prove, that 
France's refuſing the Conditions at firſt propoſed for grant- 
ing a Suſpenſion of Arms, had no other Effect but to make 
us lower ths Terms upon which they were to accept 
what could be no Advantage to Exgland, but was of the 
higheſt Importance to France. 2 . 
When theſe laſt Conditions were ſent to the Duke of 
Ormond, with the Orders that attended them, it is to be 
obſer ved, that Mr. St. Fohn declared the Queen inſiſted on 
the Zxecution of the Article relatiag to Spain, and on 
the Delivery of Dankirk, as Poiats without which ſhe 3, 
would not declare for 2 Ceſſatiaa of Arms: 80 2 5 
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meſe Conditions were not abſolutely conſented to; if the 
Anſ-ver from France, which was to determine the Duke 
of Ormond's Meaſures. was not fign'd by Monſ de Thy 
cy, and Dunkirk was not put into the Poſſeſſion of the 
Duke of Ormond his Grace was at entire Liberty to act 
againſt France; but upon theſe Conditions the Duke of 
Ormond was ordered immediately to declare a Ceſſation 
of Arms. | | ng ES 
The Committee cannot but think this Order in itſelf 
of a very extraordinary Nature, altho* conditional; and 
the Miniſtry ſeem in very great Haſte to give all up into 
the Hands of France, when the Queen's General, at the 
Head of a Confederate Army in the Field; at that Time 
covering a Siege, which the Allies were engaged in, 
ſhould be ordered to govern himſelf according to ſuch 
Significations as ſhould come from the Court of France, 
an i thoſe tranſmitted him by the General commanding 
the Enemy's Army, whoſe Duty it was by Force or Stra- 
tagem to raiſe the Siege, or gain any Advantage he could 
over the Allies. 5 ts | 5 
Oa the 23d of June, N. S. + an Anſwer to the Pro- 
poſils laſt ſent over was trani{mitted to Mr. St. Fohn, 
ſizned by Monf. de Torcy, with Two Alterations, one no 
lels material, than whereas it was demanded that the Re- 
nunciation ſhould. be ratified in the moſt ſolemn anner 
by the States of France, which had been mentioned be- 
fore as one of the chief Securities to make it as eff ctull 
as any thing could, it is here ſubſtituted, that it ſhall bs 
regiſter d in the ſeveral Parliaments: And to the Article 
of Dunkirk is added, That all the King's Officers, both 
Land and Sea Officers, ſhall have Liberty to ſtay at Ban- 
kirk, and to execute their ſeveral Offices. And on the 
ſame Day Monſ. de Torcy writes || Two Letters to Mr. Se. 
Jom, the one a publick Letter, explaining at large the 
Alterations; the other a private Letter to prevail with 
him to conſent to theſe Alterations. And it may be 
here obſerved, that there are ſeyeral Inftances of ſuch a 
private Correſpondence. carry d on between the Two Se: 


cretaries. | : 


+ V0, 8. fol. 439. || Vol. 8. fol. 434 and 438. 


(* 

At the fame time, a Copy of the Memorial and the 
'Anſwer was ſent to the Mareſchal Villars, who with his 
$ Letter of the 24th of Fune, N. S. ſends the. Copies to 
the Duke of Ormond, and tells him the Originals were 
ſent to England; and doubts not but the Suſpenſion of 
Arms would immediately take Effect, 225 
But it appears by the Duke of Ormond's || Letter to 
Mareſchal Villars of the 25th of June, That theſe were 
only Copies and not fign'd, for his Grace ſays, It were 
to be wiſh'd that the Marquis de-Torcy had given himſelf 
the trouble to ſign them, as being more agreeable to his 

Grace's Inſtructions, but that he may not ſtop: ſo good a 
Work by Difficulties and Scruples, he will not inſiſt up- 


on Formality : He promiſes to go immediately to Prince to 
Eugene and the States Deputies, to perſwade them to a- & 
bandon the Enterprize upon Queſuůoy. and to declare, — 
That in caſe of a Refuſal, he ſhall be oblig'd to withdraw 5 
the Queen's Army; and as ſoon as the Troops which he pr 
ſhould detach for that Purpoſe had taken Poſſeſſion of thi 
Dunkirk the Suſpenſion of Arms ſhall take place, _ the 


On the 27th of une the D. of Ormond" gives Mr, St: M. 
Fon an“ Account, That he had been with Prince Eu. D. 


gene, and the States Deputies, and had acquainted them, 2 
that the French King having agreed to ſeveral Articles de- 
manded by the Queen as the Foundation of a Ceſſation pin 


of Arms, he could no longer cover the Siege of Queſaoy; 
but was oblig'd by his Inſtructions to 4 4 
Queen's Troops, and thoſe in Her Majeſty's Pay, and to 
declare a Ceſſation of Arms as ſoon as the Town of Dun. 

kirk was deliver'd up. 1 . 
The Duke of Ormond having had this Conference with 
Prince Eugene, and the States Deputies, according to his 
Promiſe, ſends a ſecond + Letter to Mareſchal lars of 
the ſame Date, and tells him, He apprehends that the 
Generals of the Auxiliaries paid by the Queen, will not 
leave Prince Eugene's Army without particular Orders 

from their reſpective Maſtere. 155 
An Account of this being ſent to the Court of France, 
Monſieur de Torcy diſpatches an + Expreſs Fune the 27 th, 
. a | ." "3581; 07 
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0 F. S. and deelares if the Foreign Troops in Eugliſbh Pay 
14 did not abandon Prinee Rugene's Army, bo — 
0 en which Dunkirk was to be deliver'd being not per- 
form'd, it would be unreaſonable for England to inſiſt: 
f that Dwkitk- ſpould be given into their Hands; and ap- 
peals to the Title of the Memorial, that imported a Ceſ- 
0 fation of Arms between the two Armies in the Nether- 
e andi: He inſiſts, that poſitive Orders beſent to the Duke: 
e of Ormond. to withdraw all the Troops in Engliſh Pay; 
if and when theſe Orders ſhall have been punctually com- 
18 ply'd with, the King wfll perform his Promiſe of deliver- 
4 ing Dunkirk. | 


wry n 1 


p- The Duke of Ormond having already declar'd abſolutely 

ce to the Allies, that he could no longer cover the Siege 4 
a- #e/noy, remains in a State of Inaction, though tis plain 
e, by his, Orders he was now free from all Reſtraint, the. 
0 Anſwer not being fign'd by Monſieur de Torcy, as was ex- 
he. preſly requir'd, ſome material Alterations being made in 


of the Conditions relating to Spain, which his Grace had. 
then no N.tice that the Queen had conſented to, and- 
Je Marefchal Fillars refuſing to give him the Poſſeſſion of 


te Dunkirk, which were declar'd Points without which the 
n, Queen would not conſent to a Ceſſation of Armes. 
e And that the Duke of Ormond was himſelf of this O- 
on pinien, is evident from his owa || Letter to Mr. St. Zohn- 
75 of Zune the 29th; wherein he excuſes his deferring epi- 
he rating the Troops, and marching towards Dunkirł unrill: 


to he had ſufficient Aſſurance that Place would be ſurcen- 
n. der d. to him; and then his Grace ſays, The contrary ap- 
pears now fo evidently, that I ſhould look upon my ſelf 
th. immediately at Liberty to act in Conjunction with the 
Us. Allies; but 1 do not take upon me to make a Step of 
of ſuch conſequence without the Queen's particular Orders, 
he which- I ſhall expect with the greateſt Imparieace,” , 


of Theſe unexpected Reſolutions of the Foreigners in the 

rs Queen's Pay not to abandon their Allies, and leave them 
at the Mercy of the French. Army, very much diſconcer- 

ce, ted our Meaſures here for a ſhort tim; but on June 20, 


b, O. S. No. (27) Mr. St. Fohn writes to Monſieur de Torcy, 
S. © That the Accounts from the Duke of Ormpnd wers 
+ : PAY E tt © 
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CF 
conformable to what he had ſent, which gave the Queen 
a ſenſible Diſpleaſure; but as Her Majeſty had taken a 
firm and unalterable Reſolution not to yield to any Diffi- 
eulties he doubts not to ſucceed and believes Monſieur 
de Tvrey will be convinc'd of this Truth when he has read 
ever this Letter: That he had juſt then told the Mini- 
ſters of thoſe: Princes who have Troops in the Queen's 
Pay, that unleſs they obey the Duke of Ormond's Orders, 
Her Majeſty will take it as a Declaration againſt Her, 


and from that Time they fhall not be paid: That if the 


French King will deliver Dunkirk, the Duke of Ormond 
Mall retire with the Eng/iſh Troops, and all thoſe Fo- 
xeigners that will obey him, and declare the Queen will 
act no longer againſt France, nor pay thoſe that will, and 
will make no Difficulty to conclude immediately a ſepa- 
rate Peace with France leaving the Allies a Time where- 
in they may have Liberty to ſubmit to ſuch Conditions 
gs ſhall be agreed upon betwixt the Queen and the Moſt 


Chriſtian King. See, Sir, the Peace in the King's hands; 


if the Duke of Ormond's whole Army conſents to the- 
Suſpenſions of Arms, our firſt Project proceeds; if they 
will not conſent, the Engliſi Troops will withdraw, and 
leave the Foreigners to ſeek for their Subſiſtence from the 
States, who very far from being able to furniſh new Ex- 

nces, are not capable to ſupport what they have alrea- 
dy upon their hand. In ſhort, Britain retiring from the 
Theatre of the War, and leaving it to thoſe that are in 
no condition to make head againſt France, the Peace may 
be concluded between the two Crowns in a few Weeks. 
Theſe, Sir, are the Propoſitions which the Queen com- 
mands me, to make, and believes the King of France will 
find his Account at leaſt as much the laſt Way as the firſt; 
He once more deſires him to ſend an Expreſs to the 


Duke of Ormond, that he may know how to regulate his 


Conduct; and if he ſignifies to him that the King has 
giren Orders to the Governor of Dunkirk to admit the 

liſh, his Grace will immediately do all that he has 
ſaid. He acquaints him further, That the Queen was re- 
foly'd to ſend the Earl of Strafford immediately to the 
Army. On the fame Day Mr. Sr. John ſends 9 a Copy 
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of this Letter to the Duke of Omi, and to ſhew his 


for Monſieur de Torcy is fit to fall under the Eye of no 
ons at this critical Conjuncture, they are ſuch as Her 


| purpoſe to the Army; and his Grace is order'd to give 


Ju the Fth, N. S. He takes care to mention very par- 


TX 


own Opinion of this extraordinary Piece in a Poſtſcript,” 
he fays, I need not caution your Grace that the inclos 4 


Perſon whatſoever but your Grace: As for his Inſtructi- 
Majeſty thought deferv'd ſending the Earl of Strafford o 


Mareſchal Villars an Account of the Endeayours the 
Queen had us'd to ſubdue the Obſtinacy of thoſe who' re- 
ſus d to obey, and of his Expectations to hear from him 
on an Expreſs ſent to France; and a Second time, ac- ' 
cording to what was ſaid to Monſieur de Torcy, his Grace 
is order'd, if he receives an Account from the Court of 
France that Her Majeſty's laſt Propoſals are agreed to, 
and Orders diſpatch'd for the Surrender of Dunkirk, with - 
out any more to do, to declare the Suſpenſion between 
Great Britain and France, and to keep the whole Body 
that ſhall obey his Orders entire, and to withdraw in the 
beſt manner his Circumſtances will allow. . 

This Offer was no ſooner receiy*d in France, but with- 
out the Loſs of one Moment's time accepted and con- 
ſented to, as * Monſieur de Torcy acquaints Mr. St. Fon, 


ticularly all the Reaſons and Engagements, which had 
been ſo plainly and explicitely propos d; and upon Con- 
dition that the Queen does immediately make a ſeparate 
Peace, keep no Meaſures with Her Allies, but only leave 
them a Time to ſubmit to the Conditions that ſhall be a- 
greed upon for them between France and England, the 
King of France hath determin d to ſend his Orders to per- 
mit the Engliſh Troops to enter into Dunkirk; and at the 
fame time a Courier was diſpatchd to Mareſchal Villars 
to carry him theſe Orders. And as a general Ceſſation 
from all Hoſtilities both by Land and Sea between the 
two Nations, had been propos d by England till their 
Treaties could be finiſh'd, the King of France with the 
ſame Readineſs conſents to that. . 

This Account was no ſooner receiv'd in England, but 


© freſh + Orders are ſent to the Duke of Ormond, as ſoon” 


. 5 as 
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a3: be ſhall hear that the Governor had receiv'd Orders to» W. 
evacuite Dunkirk, and to admit the Queen's Troops into- * 8 


the Place, without loſing a moment, if he had not al. 1 
ready done it, to declare a Saſpenſion of Arms; and to 5 
withdraw! all the Engliſh Troops, and ſuch others as 5 
would obey his Orders; and leaſt any. Accident might. 185 


ſtill obſtruct this Project; his Grace by Mr. St. 7 ohn is of 
told, He muſt obſerve that the Order is poſitive, and that yo! 


no: Caſs can poſſibly happen in which Her Majeſty will 5 
allow that any other Meaſure ſhould be taken; and Mr. för 
Sg. Fehn is much concern d that the Earl of Strafford will, c 
arrive at the Army later than was to be 'wiſh'd, from foe 
whom his Grace was to receive thoſe Lights and Infor- (590 
raations for his Guidance in this nice Conjuncture, that he bür 


is, amply inſtructed to give him. + ME 

On the 12th of July, N S. Lord Strafferd arrives in- Kno 
the Camp, on the 14th © Prince Eugene tends. the Duke to n 
ef Ormend-word by an Aid de Camp, That he intended 


to march the next Morning with a Deſign, as- Was ſup- 5 
pos d, to attack Landecy, The Duke of Ormond is much. that 
ſurpriv dat the. Meſſage; refuſes to march with him, or Ill 
ta. give him any Aſſiſtance from the Queen's Troops, ¶ exec 
but lers the Prince know, that when he march'd, his Place 
Grace ſhould. be oblig d to take the beſt Care he could oree 
for the Security of the Queen's Troops, and to change his Effe 
Camp in Order to ite „ rege 
Oa the fame Day Mareſchal Villars giving the- Duke unde 
ot Ormend. an Account, that he had ſent by Colonel Lloyd" Ain 
Orders for the Delivery of Dunkirk, ſays, Permit me Sir On 
ta have the Honour to tell you, tho“ it be very advan- Mare. 
tageous not to be obliged to engage the braveſt and bold- BM into 1 
eſt. of our Enemies, yet tis very important to know and I 
thoſe that remain ſo, and I take the Liber: y to deſire WM you y 
you, will do me the Honour to ſend me Word what and a 
Troops and what Generals will obey your Orders be- WWE Battal 
eauſe the firſt Attempt the Enemy makes, I will not Joie - ¶ drons 
one Moment to meet them: The King gives me a Li- te Ii. 
berry to fight, which Nothing but the Negotiations has» {Wquaiat 
kitherto prevented, and which the Army under my Com- Wh) vi y: 
Mand has a, great. Deſire. to make uſ: df. I think the: 
| : Work. 
F e . . Fa.. ul. 8. fol. 384. 41 
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Wor K is finiſh d if the Arm l which is under your Orders 


obeys them. This then, Sir, is no indiſcreet Curioſity, 
that I preſume to deſite you to give me ſome Lights up- 
on the Doubts which I am in. ö 
' I ſhall be very much oblig'd to you Sir, if by the Re- 
turn of this Trumpet you'll honour me with one Word” 
of Anſwer, upon the Lights which 1 have deſired of” 
ou. 1 8 | 'E 13 

; You'll give me Leave to join to this Pacquet à Letter 


| for my Lord Strafford. 


Oa the ith of Ful, the + Duke of Ormond in An- 
ſwer to this Letter ſays, I ſhould be glad I were at pre- 
ſent in a Capacity to give you all the Infight you delice,. 
but it is yet impoſſible for me. Notwithſtanding I was” 
unwilling to delay ſending back the Trumpet, to let you > 
know I am well affured, I ſhall be capable of telling you 
to morrow, particularly. whit Troops will remain under- 


1 


my Command. | eee | 

. As to the Suſpenſion of Arms you already know, Sir, 
that according to my Orders I cannot declare it in Form, 
"Ul 1 am affeired the Governour of Dunkirk ſhall have 
executed all the King's Ocders for the Evacuation of the 
Place. His Grace adds, In the mean Time you will a- 
gree with me Sir, that the faid Suſpenſion has already its 
Effect on my Side, fince.I have juſt now inform d Prince 
Ergene and the Sfates Deputies, that in Caſe they ſhould” 
undertake any new Operation, I could not give them any 
Aſtitance with the Queen's 'Afmy OE OG 

On the 16th, the + Duke of Ormond writes again to 
Mareſchal Viliars, and ſays, Your Trumpet juſt now pur” 
into my Hands the honour-of your Letter of the 15th, 
and I am now to acquit my ſelf of the Promiſe I made 
you yeſterday, Prince Eugene is march'd this Morning, © 
aid all the foreign Troops have quitted us except one 
Bittalion and four Squadrons of Hiftem, and Wo squa- 
drons of Walef, He adds, Things having F Tizve * 
tne Honour to tell you, I thought my ſelf oblig'k to e 
quaiat you of it as {9041 as poſlidle, and as I obſzrved to 
101 yeſterday, the Suſpenſion of Arms has already its Ef- 


74 
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fe@ on my Part by the Separation I have made of the 


Queen's Troops, and all her Artillery, from thoſe of 


Prince Eugene, and by my Declaring to him, I could 
give him no Aſſiſtance, and that the Payment of the to- 
reign Troops is ſtopp'd, and that by Conſequenee there 
is fallen upon the Emperor and Holland a Burthen they 
will not be long able to ſupport. I truſt, Sir, to your 
good Faith, and ſhall to morrow make a Movement to 
put my ſelf into another Situation, and I hope I ſhall 
have News from Dunkirk, tbat will authorize me to de- 
elare the Suſpenſion of Arms. „ 
On the ſame Day $ Mareſchal Villars acquaints the 
Duke of Or mond, that the Governor of Dunkirk was ma- 
king the neceſſary Preparations to evacuate that Place : 
He tells his Grace, For my Part, Sir, as I already reckon 
you for our Ally, I am not at all in haſte to have you 
farther off, you are at your own Liberty to come near 
us, and encamp on the King's Territories, where- ever 
vou ſhall think proper. Upon this the Duke of Ormond 
the Day after order d a Ceſſation of Arms to be proclaim d 
by Sound of Trumpet. | my Or Bore 
Had the firſt Deſign taken Effect, which was de- 
pended upon by France, and. ſo far preſum'd by England 
as to be undertaken for, that all the Foreigners in the 
Queen's Pay, that composd the Duke of Ormond's Ar- 
my, ſhould ſeparate and withdraw from the reſt of the 
Allies, it is notorious, that from that Inſtant Prince Eu- 
genes whole Army, unleſs they ſubmitted to the ſame 
Meaſures, had been left at. the Mercy of the French Army 
to be cut in Pieces, or made Priſoners at the Will of 
Mareſchal Fillars, which had left the Queen's Troops in 
no better a Condition than to have the Privilege of be- 
ing laſt deſtroy d; yet all the Allies, whoſe Honour and 
Conſcience would not permit them to abandon their Con- 
federates, and leave them as a Sacrifice to France, were 
puniſh'd by England with the Loſs of their Pay and. Sub- 
fidies, which was all that was in the Power of the Mi- 
niſtry to do, to ſhew their Reſentment at this great Diſ- 
appointment to the Meaſures of Frauſc. Mm 
* 1 This 
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This March of Prince Eugene Lord Strafford 
thought might be turn'd upon them, and he prevail d 


with the Duke of Ormond in a Meſſage to Prince Eu- 


gene to fay his Marching without Concert with us, 
and all the Queen's Auxiliaries marching from us, ex- 
pos d us ſo, that we have been oblig d to ſend to the 
French to declare with us a Ceſſation of Arms; no- 
thing leſs could put the Queen's Troops in Safety; 
for though Matters fell out ſo pat, without. this we. 
muſt have declar'd for the Ceſſation, yet why ſhould 
we not turn all this Matter upon them? ” 
The Committee had not thought it worth their 
while to take. Notice of ſuch an idle Attempt to im- 
pole upon the Senſes of Mankind, if they had not 
been induc'd by another Paſſage in the ſame Letter to 
think it defery'd ſome Obſervation; . where Lord Straf- 


ford giving, an, Account of what paſs'd- upon the Sepa- ; 


ration ſays, All the Engliſh ſeem rejaycd to march 
off, being weary of the Situation they were in, and 
the Reproaches they met with in the great Army ; 


There are two or three Faces very ſour, they ſigh 
and wiſh the Hazoverians. had not ſeparated from us, 


but I ſhall. tell them perhaps it may be better. He 
may ſee by this Time the, wrong Advice he has fol- 
low'd, fince all muſt lay the Blame of the Separati- 
on upon him. But this is not the only Inſtance of 
the Scorn and Contempt which his . Lordſhip Was 
ready to expreſs upon the like Qccafions; for July 


the 16th, 1712, F giving. an Account of a Conyer- 


ſition with Monſieur Bulow, the Elector of Hanover 's 
General, wherein his Lordſhip declar d, that; the 
Queen had yet neither made Peace nor Truce, which 


Declaration was made near a Month after the Articles 


for a Suſpenſion of Arms were fign'd, and his Lord- 
ſhip repreſenting the great Dangers the Queen's 


Troops were expos'd to by being left alone in. their. 


imp when Prince Eugene march'd, and Monſ. Bu- 


low feplying, In caſe ot any Attack they had been ſure 


of 
bo 4 | 


* Fly 17. Lord Strafford to St. Fohn, Vol. 3.fol. 287, 
+ Pol z. fol. 255. Lord Strafford to Mr. St. Fan. 
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of their Aſſiſtance and Protection, his Lordſhip. ſays 
My Anſwer was in a diſdainful way, it would be a 
very odd thing, when an Elector of the Empire ſhould 
be 2 ſufficient Protection to Great Britain; and Decem- 
ber the 14th, 1712, Lord Strafford in his + Letter to 
Mr. St Fohn ſays, Count Zinzendorf own'd, it was 
impoſſble to carry on the War alone, eſpecially ſince 
the Elector of Hanover, who was the greateſt Hero 
for the War, has threatned the States to recall his. 
Troops, if they did not pay him the Queen's Share of 
the Subſidies; — In ſhort, Count Zinxendorf himſelf” 
could not but laugh at the ridiculous way of proceed- 
. f os 

The Armies being now ſeparated, and the Suſpen - 
fion of Arms declar'd, your Committee think it ne- 
ceſſary to recapitulate in what manner, and by what 
Steps, this fatal Ceſſation was procur J. 

That it was of infinite Advantage and abſolutely Ne- 
ceſſary to the Affairs of France, and therefore inſiſted 
on by France, is very evident; and it is as certain, that. 


the Engliſh Miniſtry gave early into it, if they were. 


not the firſt Adviſers of it; for which no other Ac- 
count need be requir'd, but that as all their Meaſures. 
rended to advance the Intereſt of the Qieen's Enemies, 
they could not fail to be zealous. in a point which con- 
tributed mote to thoſe Views than any one Occur- 
rence during the whole Negotiatiqn; but as they all. 
along wanted Appearances, and conſulted them more 
chan any real 2 to the Kingdam, they thought 
it neceſſary to annex ſome Conditions to this impor- 
tant Article, that might paſs upon the deluded People 
as a Juſlification of this unprecedented Treacheryv. 
The Demolition of Dunkirk” was always fo popular- 
a-Point, that nothing could ſtrike the Imaginations of 
the People more, than to be told that this impor- 


tant Place was deliver'd into the Queen's Poſſeſſion: 


This Step they thought. well improy'd, would re- 
commend che Peace it ſelf, at leaſt juſtifie the Ceſlath 
on. And as the Nation had nothing more at Heart, 
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than the Difpofition of, the Spaniſh Monarchy „after 
the Renunciation bad been induſtriouſly cry d up; and 5 


the Queen had deciar d from the: Throne, that Fance 


28d Spain were thereby moto effectually divided than 
ever, theſe t- Articles were made the eſſential Con- 
ditions of granting a Ceſſation of Arms: For the lat- 

ter, France eaſily conſented to it, having declar d it to 
be null and void by the fundamental Laws of Francs: 
For the firſt. tis evident how unwilling France was 
brought to ſurrender Dunkirk, but this the Miniſtry 
were reſoly'd to purchaſe at any Rate, as what would - 
moſt eaſily amuſe, and ſenſibly affct the Nation; and 


& 


there ſore to obtain this, they engage not only to grant a 


Ceſſation of Arms, but to conclude a Separate Peace. 
The Proſpect of concluding a Separate Peace, and 
the obtaining immediately à Ceſſation of Arms, 
which anſwer'd all the Purpoſes of France almoſt as well © 
as a Separate Peace, by leaving the whole Confederacy ' 
in their Power, and at their Mercy, were ſor great 
Temptations to France, that the Surrender of Dunkirk + 
is agreed to; but if we come. to conſider what Exg- 
lazd gain'd by granting this fatal Ceſſation, we ſhall 
fiad the Demolition of Dunkirk ſlupply'd by a new Ca- 
nal more beneficial to France, and formidable to the 
Navigation of Great Britam than Dunkirk: ever Was; 
and for the Renunciation, We were told by Fance, 
we ſhould deceive our ſelues if we accepted it as an 
Expedient to prevent the Union of the two! Monar- 
CHIEF zun v6 45h (23223 V3]: 8 N 4r6ifif „ 
- Your. Committee cannot cloſe their Obſetratians 
upon this memorable Campaiga of 1712, without in- 
ſerting another Letter that was wrote by the Duke of 
Ormond to my Lord Bolingbroke. The Duich it ſeems, 
encourag'd: by the Succeſs of their Enterpriſe upon 
Fort Knocque, had: form'd a  Delign for ſurprilic g. 
Newport or Furnes, which his- Grace having Intelli 
gence of, thought proper to write the following? 
Letter, October the z 1ſt, 1712, to my Lord Beling 
| J. 


fel. g. fel. 896. 
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I take this Opportunity of an Expreſs which 


brought me ſome Letters this Morning from Oftend, 


upon Knocque bas 'encourag'd the forming a Project 


Deſign in Execution; if it be thought more for her 
Majeſties Service to prevent it, I am humbly of O- 
pinion" ſome Means ſhould be found to give Advice of 
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formations: your Lordſhip knows he has given me, 
Jam not yet at Liberty to acquaint your Lordſhip 
whole Matter may be manag d with the greateſt Se- 
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tion to your Lordſhi p: 


_ + Monſieur de Torcy calls upon Mr. St. John to per form 


his Promiſe of concluding a Peace between France and 
Great Britain in a few Weeks, which he thinks can 
meet with no Difficulties; all the Conditions of Peace 
with England being regulated, and the Intentions of the 
King touching the General Peace known to, and he 
thinks he may ſay approv'd by, her Britannick* Majeſty. 
Monfieur de Torey then propoſes the Method of regulat- 
ing the Suſpenſion by Sea, and inſiſts, that during the 
Suſpenſion, either General or Particular, the Tranſpor- 


tation of neither Troops, Am munition, nor Proviſions 
ſrall be allow'd into Portugal, Catalonia, or any other 

Place where the War continues. Pacquet- Boats between 
"04 | - \ = - 20" 


+ Fuly 19. N. S, Vol, 8, fol, 624. 


and is returning thither, to acquaint your Lordihip 
with an Affair which has been communicated to me 
by a Perſon who is very well inclin'd to her Ma- 
jeſty's Service; your Lordſhip will beſt judge of the 
Importance of it, and the Uſe that is to be made of 
it, when I tell you, that the Succeſs of the Enterprize 


for ſurprifing Newport or Furnes, and that the forti- 
fying Diæxmude is made uſe of as a Pretence for draw- 
ing together a Body of Troops ſufficient to put the: 


it to Mareſchal Villars, who may poſſibly think we 
owe him that good Office, in Requital of ſome In- 


with a Deſign to ſerve her Majeſty and the Nation: 
with the Name of my Author, who deſires the 
crecy, which is a Caution I know I need only men- 


The great Step of the Ceſſation was no ſooner taken, 
the Suſpenſion declar'd, and Dunbir deliver d up, but 


(6 „0 

Dover ind Calais are to be immediately ſettled for the 
general Eaſe of Correſpondence. And the Suſpenſion 
of Arms to be publiſh'd in Fortagal and Catalonia, with- 
out waiting till it ſhall be ſettled at recht. 

All theſe Propoſals from France are very readily aſs 
ſented fo, and IN r. Se. Jom thinks the Queen in's - 

Condition not to loſe a Moment's Time in conclud- 
© ing with the Minifters of France the Convention for 
a general Suſpenſion of Arms. both by Sea and Land, 

and even the Treaty of Peace between Great Britain 
* and France. 

Mr. St. John then o 22 to him the Meaſures chat 
had been here coneerted for the Duke of Savoy; Of 
* all the Allies, fays he, there is none whoſe” Intereſt 
the Queen has ſo much at Heart as the Duke of Sa-. 
* 09's: He hopes the Moſt Chriſtian King will act in 
Concert with her Majeſty, and omit Nothing that 
* may engage his Royal Highneſs to come into all our 
* Meaſures, and that may protect him from the Inſults 
* ofthe Imperialiſts for ſo doing; and among other 
* Advantages propos'd for him, he lays it down as 4 
Principle, that it is neither for the Intereſt of Great 
Britain nor Frances that the Kingdom of Sicily ſhould 
© be given to the Houſe of Auſtria, and therefore de- 
* mands it for the Duke of oye vb rw and declares the 

Queen will not defift from-thi 
P dis Concern of the Britiſp Miniſters for che Duke 
of Savoy, who is repreſented as the Ally, whoſe Inter- 
eſt the Queen hath moſt at Heart, your Committee is 
at a Loſs. to account for. The French, as appears by 4 
+ Letter of the Biſhop of Briſtol to Mr. St. John, of the 
26th of April, 1712. had actually offer d Sicily to th 
Emperor. The Duke of $ 07 Todd Rmſelf did not reliſh” 
this Propoſition, as appears by Peterborongh's + Lets 
ter to Mr, St. Zohm of the 24th of Sepreniber, 1719. in 
which his Lo Lordſhip repreſems the Duke of Savoy en. 
prefling, That he was not fo vainly impatient of the 
Title of King, asto loſe or hazard any real Intereſt for 
an empty Name, but that he be it much more 
extraordinary, that a Prince beaten a | 

7 
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T 
by his Enemies, ſhould remain at laſt with the Prize 
contended for, and which ſo often by Parliament had. 


been deelared the Juſt and unavoidable Motive of the, 


War: Again in Lord Peterborowgh's & Letter of Novem- 
ber the löth, 17 12, to Mr. Sc. John, he affirm'd, That 


Nothing can repreſent the Uneafineſs of Mind of the 


Duke of Savoy, after theſe Offers had been made him: 


To calm this Uneaſineſs, and te fix his Royal Highneſs 


in the Meaſures. of the Miniſtry, it was neceſſary the 


Lord Peterborough ſhould in a J Memorial given to him 


repreſent, That his Royal Highneſs. in refuſing theſe Of- 


fers myſt fall out with the Queen, and the Engliſh Mi- 


niſters, whom his Lordſhip endeavours to excuſe from 
the Reproaches caſt directly upon them, as if they were 
Perſons devoted to France. That for the Support of, 
what was propos d, a ſufficient Fleet ſhould be turniſh'd 
either by England. or France, or by both Powers joint- 
ly ; and that his Royal Highneſs ſhould be guarantee d and 
pro: ected againſt any Power that ſhould oppoſe: this Pro- 
ject, or ſhould inſult him for having accepted. theſe Of. 
fers. The Arguments of the Eng/i/h Miniſters: did at 


length prevail with his Royal Highneſs; and if the 


View of the ſaid Miniſters was effectually to diſable the 
Emperor ſrom ſupporting himſelf againſt France after 
our Separation, by forcing into the Intereſt of France, 

an Ally ſo confiderable as the Duke of Savoy. it muſt 


be confeſs d theſe Meaſures were extremely well calcu - 


Jated for ſuch an End; but it does not appear to your 


Committee how England came to be ſo far concera'd 


in this Matten as to offer its Guarantee for Sicily. which 
naturally muſt have engaged us in a. War againſt the 

Emperor. This Forwardneſs of the, Miniſtry in offer- 
ing to make England Guarantee for Conditions advan- 
tageous only to France, ſeems. the more extraordinary, 
when they obſerve, that, during the whole Courſe of 
this Negotiation, they find no Endeavours us d to pro- 
cure a Gunrantee of our Confederates to ſecure the Pro- 

teſtant Succeſſion, which had been addreſs d for by 
both Houſes, of Parliament; ner do they obſcrye, tha 


* 
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the King of Sicily, for whom ſo much was done, w 
ever requeſted to be Guarantee for the ſaid Succeſſion. 
The dreadful Conſequences of the Separation of the 
Armies were now ſenfibly felt in che unfortunate Acti- 
on at Denain, where Mareſchal Villars on the 24th of 
Faly, N. S. + attack'd Lord Albemarle's Camp, which 
he forc'd, took him Priſoner, and entirely defeated: all 
the Troops under his Command: M. de Tory imme- 
diately ſends an Account to Mr. Se. Fohn of this a- 
greeable News, and ſays, © The King of France is pe- 
* ſuaded, that the Advantage, which his Troops have 
obtain d, will give the Queen ſo much the more Plea- 
ſure, as it may be à new Motive to overcome the 
Obſtinaey of the Enemies to Peaceeeee. 
Vour Committee could not with Patience read a Let- 
ter from a Miniſter of France, declaring to the Secre : 
tary of State of England, That a; Victory obtaind by 
the Queen's Enemies over Her good Allies, muſt be a 
Pleaſure or Satisfaction to Her Majeſty. But at that 
time the French thought themſelves fo {ure of the Bri- 
11 Miniſtry, that they depend upon their Aſſiſtance to 
puſn this hrs o againſt the Confederates ſtill fur- 
tber; and Monſ de Torcy ſays, ' he hopes the Queer 
« will effectually bring them to Reaſon in agreeing im- 
« mediately. with. the King, the laſt Meaſures that are 
to be taken for finiſhing. this Work. She bas the 
Means in Her own Hands, if ſhe will make uſe of 
Ghent and Bruges, which. Her Troops poſſeſs, and eſ- 
pecially of Ghent; far it depends upon whoſoever is Ma- 
« ſter of that Place, to make all the Deſigus of the Ene: 
mies Generals miſcarry, and to give Lau to the Dutch. 
Neither was Monſ , de Torcy ſingular in his Opinion 
about the Action at Denam; Mareſchal Hillars would not 
loſe a Moment in g. ving the Duke of Ormand an Ac- 
count of this News; he aſcribes the VcCtory to the 
Separation of the brave Engli/h and inſults the Allies 
as common Enemies, that muſt no be ſenſible what 
wrong Meaſures they had taken; In this Manner, and 
to this Elek. Marekchal Vila thinks proper t wii 
DRE wing | : „ 
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to the Duke of Ormend; and at the ſame time the 
Marſchal deſires his Grace to tranſmit this Account to 
the French Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht. and to make a 
thouſand C:mpliments from him te Lord Strafford.  . 

And that there might be no Part of the World where 
it was in the Power of the Zngliſp Miniſtry to aſſiſt 
their new Friends the French at the Expence of their 
old Allies; Monſ. de Torey further propoſes; That the 
Queen ſhould put a Stop to Count Staremberg's Projects 
in Catalonia by ſending Orders to Her Troops in Tar: 
ragona not to let the Germans into that Place; and not 
content with being aided and aſſiſted all that was poſſi · 
ble by Land, he further deſires that expreſs Orders 
might be ſent (and thorongh France, as the ſhorteſt' 
Way) to the Evgliſh Men of War that were then cruil- 
ing in the Mediterranean; to ſuffer the French Ships that 


were then returning from the Levante, to paſs unmo- 


leſted; which was no ſooner ask'd than comply d 
Poſſeſſion of Ghent and Bruges was 


But the taking 
not only the Defire of Monf de Torcy, but was ſupport- 
ed by the Advice of the Earl of Srrafford; who in his 
Letter to Mr. St. Fohn of the 17th of Fuly 1212 


ſays, Tam for having the D. of Ormond fend forme 


© Party on purpoſe to march through ſome of their 
© Towns, to ſee whether or no they would c-fufe them 
© Paſſige; if they did, that might authorize us the 
more to do a Thing very agreeable to the Queen's 
Troops, and what't believe you would appprove of. 
His Lordſhip adds, He (meaning the D. of Ormond) 
is very-hearty in every thing, but really is under Dife 
6 ficulties with thoſe about hit; thoſe that are able, 
©are not yet entirely to be rely'd upon, and thoſe that 
might be truſted, are not capable of giving Advice. 
And that there might be no Doubt of his Lordſhip's 


Meaning in what he had before advis'd, July the 21ſt, 


he tells Mr. Sz, * + © The Meaſures I mention d 


0 would not be diſagreeable to you, was that of march. 
: Ing to Ghent, which we have now ſo well executed 


2 
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ö that we are within two Days March of it; and the 

5 , Engliſh are entire Maſters of the Citadel, as likewiſe 

! of all the Gates of the Town, and have Orders to be 
upon their Guard; not to let themſelves be ſurpriz d 


p by two Battalions, one of Dutch and one of Walloons 

4 in the Town, nor any Troops ſent from any other 

1 Place. This is a Caup de Parti for the States, who 

p did not exped it, elſe they would not have behaved 

$ * themſelves ; ith the Haureur they lately did; the 

* * Thing was ſo well and ſecretly manag d, that all Pre. 

3 * parations were made to march about 'to'Warneron'be- 

5 * tween Liſle and Ipres, to have liv'd upon the Frexch 

4 Country, and 'till we had march'd a Day's March on 

t this Side the Scarp, the Dutch and their Friends did not 

perceive our Deſign, which as ſoon as they did, their 

t Surprize and Uneaſineſs were equally great. = 
— - + The D. of Ormad having given an Account of his 4 
1 Marching his Army towards Ghent and Brages, L. | 


Bolingbroke commends his Conduct, and tells him; the 
Methods he had purſued were ſo well adapted to the 
preſent Conjuncture of Affairs, that they anſwer in 
every Point what they would have wifh'd:: That the 
* News of Dunkirk could not have been follow'd 'by 
* any more agreeable” than that of his Grace's having 
directed his March towards Gert. 
And on the 22d of Juhy, O. S. his Lordſhip tells 
his Grace, $ That taking Poſſeſſion of Ghent und Bungee 
had improv d Her Majeſty's Views, which he is order d 
to ſecure in the beſt manner he wis able, and idoubts 
not 7 will have a good Effect upon the Conduct of 
the Allies. 1 16» ok eee 
On the 17th of Faly, ©. S. in a * Letter to Monf. 
de Torcy, Lord Bolingbroke recapitulates wyhat he faid be- 
fore concerning the D. of Savoy; and as a further Me- 
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's tive to induce Frante to comply with his Demands, he 
t, repreſents that it will be very important to have his 
d Concurrence both in the Suſpenſion of Arms, and the 
, Treaty of Peace, which in all-probability will be _ 
it 
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between Britain, France, and Spain, without the Inter- 
vention of the other Allies; and that-Savoy's declaring 
lor us will be a deciſive Stroke, and the more neceſſa- 
ry, becauſe the King of Pruſſias Conduct has not an- 
ſwer d the Queen's Expettations. e 
Before this Letter was diſpatch'd, the Lord Boling- 
broke receives Monſ. de Torcy's of the 26th, N. S. lu 
Anſwer to which, July tbe 18th, O. S. he inſiſts further 
in Behalf of the D. of Savoy, tells him with great Sa- 
tisfaction, That the Duke of Ormond was poſſeſs'd of 
Ghent and Bruges, and had Orders to be upon his Guard, 
and ſecure thoſe Poſts; and as the Queen embrac'd with 

a great deal of Satisfaction every Opportunity that offer d 
to do the King a Pleaſure, poſitive Orders are ſent to 
Admiral Jennings to ſuffer the French Ships coming from 
the Lean te el,. ee 
It is almoſt incredible, that the Engl; Miniſtry, how- 
ever determin d they were to give up the Honour of 
the Queen, and Intereſt of their Country, in following 
tke Dictates of France, ſhould venture to do it in this : 
open Manner. All that had been hitherto declar'd was 1 
a Suſpenſion of Arms in Flanders, and that our Troops agr 
were to act no longer againſt France: But here by the 
Advice of the Earl of S/rafford,' at the Defire of Moni. MW © * 
de Torcy, they are to keep Poſſeſſion of Ghent and Bruges of, 
in order to [diſappoint the Defigns of the Enemies of 58. 
France, and the Allies of the Queen; and altho' the Suſ- yet 
"penſion of Arms extended as yet no further than to the 
two Armies in Flanders, and the general Suſpention by 
Bea and Land was not ſign'd till the 1th of Auguſt; N. 2 


S. the Lord Bolingbroke on the 18th of July, O S. de- "I 
clares he had then fent very poſitive Orders tothe Queen's «1H 
Admiral not to intercept the French Fleet coming from M , " 
Cr pam rs By. 
- Theſe conſtant: Compliances in the Engliſh Miniſtry . 
encourag d Menſ. 4 Torcy to believe they would nour ZN. 
ſtick at nothing that auld be propos d. ꝙ He preſſes F 
again the concluding the Separate Peace between Eng- M © 
land and France, as what they both agreed in to be the 

| moſt 4 
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moſt eſſedtual Way to make the reſt of the Allies com; 
— e deſires that the Troops in Flanders under ” | 
Command of the D. of Ormond, may be leſt there to 
make a good Uſe of the Towns which he was, in PoC- 
ſeſſion of; but as the King of Frange could not conſent 
to the Duke of Savey's havin Sicily, except the Elector 
of Bavaria has, alſo the Netherlands beſides his Ele&a- 
rate, he thinks the Queen's having a good Army in 
Flanders under the Command of the Duke of Ormond, 
may render this very. practicable; and as the Queen has 
done a great deal for her own .ungrateful Allies, it will 
be for her Glory now to contribute to the Good of a 
Prince of ſo. much Metit as the Elector of Bavaria, 
whoſe Acknowledgments will be equal to the Benefi:s 
he ſhall xeodihen, TT 
Bu: this would not paſs even [upon the“ Miniſtry of 
Great Britain: The giving Flanders to the Electer of 


- 


Bavaria, was not only contrary to all the Propoſitions q 


Peace chat had been made and paſs d between England 
and France, but was what would abſolutely engage us 
in a new War, to oblige the Imperialits and Dutch to 
agree to it; and they could not th nk it for the Honour 
or Intereſt of the Queen to make War upon her Allies, 
as ungrateful as they had been, in_Fayour of the Elector 
of Bavaria; and eſpecially conſidering, that;altho* we 
could ſecure Ghent and Bruges for him, the Allies had 
yet an Army in Flanders fo. conſiderable both for the 
Number and Goodneſs. of their Troops, that they were 
able to defend the Conqueſts they bad made. And to 
give him Sicily, which was likewiſe demanded, L. Bo- 
ingbroke hopes it will not be iuſiſted on, © Becauſe it 
might be the Oecaſion of .continual.Jealguſics; it might 
in particular be the Source of Diſputes and Quarrels 
betwixt England and France, whole ſtrict. Union and 
indiſſoluble Friendſhip. were the Points in view to 
* which, all our. Meaſures had been directed for ſo long 
© a time. The Queen's Miniſters think when the King 
of France has made all reaſonable Efforts for his hes 
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| with; and therefore to ſatisfy his Engagements to ſo 


— — ORD GD 


(92) 


ne muſt do ſomething for the Love of Peace, and th 
a particular Intereſt ſhould yield to the general. V 
* cannot, ſays my L. Bolingbroke, but feel the Force e 
© this Argument, becauſe you are not at all ignoram 
© that this Negotiation was begun and carried on upot 
a Suppofition that the Queen muſt deſiſt from many 
Conditions, which in rigour ſhe was oblig'd to pry. 


cure for her Allies. He very ſtron N the Ne. (a) 
\ceflity of concluding immediately the Peace between Cu 
England, France, and Spain; but abfolurely inſiſts upon the 
Sicily for the Duke of Savoy. Et Drs wh 


But altho? this Negotiation was carry'd on upon a Sup- 
poſition, That the Queen was to depart from fever 
things, which in Juſtice ought to have been procur'd 
for her Allies, * the King of France thought himſelf un. 
der no ſuch Obligation; his Honour to an Ally, whoſe 
Fidelity was without Reproach, was not to bediſpens'd 


good an Ally, was a Point from which the K. of France 
would never depart. But to ſhew the King's good Dil- 
poſitions to the Peace, he at laſt conſents to the D. of 
Savoy's having Sicily upon certain Conditions? wherein 


very ample Proviſion is made for Satistaction to the E. T 
leckor of Bavaria; and one expreſs Condition is, That I at L 
a Peace be concluded between England, France, Spain, — 

x Mou 0 6707 ee ut 


ute him at Fontainbleau. | Ape Fre 
-_ © Whilſt theſe wow: Points were tranſacting and catry- T] 
ing on directly b | 

be ſuppos d that any thing very material paſs'd at Uzrecht; ¶ for ſ 
_ ſome few Paſſages only concerning fa | 
ons as were thought neceſſary ro be made to keep up MW ſoon 
6 oy wo] a Negotiation, may not be improperly taken BW Maje 
Notice of. SE e * . eee e + 4 


and Savoy. „ 92 
- In Anſwer to this Letter, + Lord Bolingbroke acquaints i © thi 


Monſ. de Torcy, That he had receiy'd the Queen's Orders the 


to go immediately to France, and he hop d under the of 
Auſpices of the Abbot Gaultier, in a Week's time to fa- ¶ ſea 


wixt France and "England, it is not to WM how 


Communicati- W ed rc 
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but he could obtain no anſwer at off 65 0 lr. St. 
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eicher Siege or Batrel, gave great Alarm; tlie States 
deſire the Brivifh Miniſters tro give chem ſome Saris faction 
herein chey thought Religion, Li- 
valuable, was ſo nearly concern d: 


berty, and all cha 


N To which they — obtain nothing but very general 


Anſwers. Upon which they expreffing their Biſcontent 
to be kept entirely in the Dark, without the leaſt Know- 
ledge of What was done, or intended to be done, the 


the Queen thought Herſelf now under no We e 
whatioever to the Stare. 


This Declaration is grounded upon che Behaviours of 


the States; but it muſt be. remembred, char this Order is 
dated very few Days after the Orders to the D. of Or- 
mond not to engage in Siege or Battel. . And in the ſame 
Letter the B. of Briſtol, giving an Account of a» Conte- 
rence between his-Lordſhip and Mr. Cbucbruci, the Em- 
peror's Miniſter, che Biſhop ſays, He was! very defirous 
to know, and I: was as. unable to inform him ot che 
« Particulars wherein che Care of che Emperot 3 Incereſt 
© did conſiſt. 

The Dutch did likewiſe ſend ariExpreſs to cheirMiniſter 


at London, with à long and moſt movi hey to che 


Queen, to remonſtrate againſt this Proceeding; No 2 
1 


* thought che Queen intending that Weck to lay betore 
« the Parliament the Plan of the Peace, the Proceedings 
* of the Two Houſes on that Occaſion would be a more 
« ſeaſonable as well as a more deſicive Anſwer: ro che 
« Stares than auy he could return. 


The Queen having communicated to che parliament A 


how far the French are already come, in their Propoſals 


bor ſeccling a General Peace, che(c)B. of Briſtol is dixett- 


ed to diſcourſe with the Miniſters of the ſeveral Allies as 
ſoon as poſſible, agreeable to the Plan contain d in Her 


Majeſty's Speech; but before his Lordſhip makes this 
Step, Mr. St. Fob tells him, It will be proper that he 


(a) June 3. V S. Vol. 3. f. 7. ee z. ö. & 
. 2 . TT. 


The Advice of the D. of Ormond's'Orders to engage in 


(a) Biſnop took that Opportunity to put an End to theix 
Curioſity by exe the Orders before - mentioned, That 
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c 
ſpeaks firſt with the French Plenipotenriaries upon thi 
Subject, and enquire of them whether they will be wil. 
ling, and in what Manner they will be willing to giv 
this Communication to the Allies: Rut rhe(a)B.ot Bifi T, 
gives an Account on the 28th of June, N. S. (b) Tha by 
the French Pleniporentiaries declar d they had no ſuch Or. 
ders, and without them they could nor do it: And the B. WF . 
- Thop finding it might be of ſome Service, and that it ws 
look d upon at the Hague as a Step that might facilitate ” 

the Suſpenſion of Hoſtilities, his Lordſhip did again preb WM . 
the French Miniſters to know, whether they were willing WM . 
to declare in a ſolemn Conference, that the Particular; 


declar'd in the Queen's Speech are the King their Maſter f : 
| Offers to the Allies, and that he will make them good in Wl , . 


the Negotiation. The French again refus'd to make any Wl , 

ſuch Declaration; and in this Opinion they perſiſted even 1 
after the Dutch Miniſters: conſented to accept the Con- 
tents of (c) Her Majeſty's Speech pro materia tractandiif WM 2 
the French would at the ſame Time acknowledge them to 
be their Maſter's Offers, and negotiate upon them in or- 
der to make them good. But the French Pleni potentiaries 


were ſo far from agreeing to this, that they demanded of i f = 
our Miniſters ro know the Queen's Mind upon the ſeveral | 
Parts of the Jaſt general Plan brought over by Monſ. Gu. 0 


tier, and which are not explain'd in Her Majeſty's Speech; 
ſaying, Their King expected ir, and they do not kon [+ 
how to proceed till choſe Points be ſtared ; and the u. D; 
- moſt they were to be brought to, was, That it was not 


2 
to be underſtood to exclude their Maſter from making — 
ſome Demands for the E. of Bavaria, and that Liſle ws . im 
to be reſtor d over and above the two or three Places e. N rac 


cepred in the Queen's Speech. Theſe Paſſages are her . ha. 
mention'd as falling in, in Point of Time, but will be 
- more properly conſider d after wards. ft 
Act the ſame Time that Mr. Sr. ohn communicated the . * 
Queets Speech to the B. of Briſtal, he orders him to lt T 
the Dutch Miniſters know, That the Queen thinks a Su. 5. 45 


penſion of Arms, at leaſt in the Netherlands, to be ablo- I grig 
-Jutely neceſſary. And here your Committee muſt ob- Fore, 
— — . DP... a; 
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"75: 
thi WY ferve, that theſe Orders to propoſe to the States a Suf- 
Wi penſion, are dated Zune 11th, 0. S. which was the very 
due Day the Articles for a Suſpenſion were ſign'd by M. de 
” in, and had been ſign'd by L. Bolingbroke five Days 
before. 15 3 1 : 

Or In ſeveral Letters that follow'd from the B. of Briftol, 
a K (a) He gives an Account of the general Piſſatisfaction 
"BY © ofall the Allies, and the inexpreſſible Conſternation they 
"a were all in; that they repreſented our Proceedings As 
— © the unavoidable Ruin of Europe ; Religion, Liberty, the 
faith of Treaties, are urg'd to ſhow the Enormity of 

© our Uſage: His Lordſhip does not know what he may 
4 expect from the unmeaſurable Rage of the People, nor 
au © where it will End; (6) that the Dutch ſeem to be unea- 
BY < ſy on no Account ſo much, as that they cannot come to 

i © the Knowledge of what is to be their Lot : Their Con- 
41 © cern is chiefly, that they cannot know the Particulars of 
un © what is defign'd for them, eſpeciall (c) whar Species 
* are to be excepted our of the Tariff of 1664. and what 

1 01 BY © Towns. out of the Barrier. On which Occafion the B. of 
7; 8 © Sriftol did, as with the greateſt Truth, aſſure chem, 
my That he knew nothing either of the one, or the other. 
g But the Reception that theſe Repreſentations met, ſeems 
ech: te your Committee as unaccountable as any Thing that 
Ws happened: (d) Mr. St. John, Fune the 2orh, O. S. lays, 
” They are not ſurpriz'd at the Clamours and Rage of the 
* Dutch, which they foreſaw and were prepar'd for: It 


5 * imagine the Biſhop ſhould. be iu any Dang er, his Cha- 
racter is ſacred in a double Manner; and beſides, I 
e have Reaſon to think that tho they kick and flounce like 
* wild Beaſts caught in a Toil, yet the Cords are too 
be! ſtrong for them to break; they will ſoon tire with 
© ſtruggling, and when they are tir d grow tame. 
This is the Treatment and Language which the Queen's 
Secretary thinks fir to beſtow upon Her Allies: Their de- 
firing to have ſome Satis faction in what moſt nearly con- 
cern d them, is call d unaccountable Folly, that had drawn 
3 — — — _— 7 ns 
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is certain we run great Hazards, but it 15 as certain their 
* unaccountable Folly is the Occaſion of it: He cannot 
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All theſe Miſchiefs upon them; and if any Reſentment, } 
ſnown, they are wild Beaſts; but the Cords of the Toik | 
which England and France had caught them in, were wo | 
ſtrong for them ro break. But L. St rafford is not conten 
with hard Words only, (a) He is glad that Orders wen 
given to ſtop the Pay of the Foreigners, of which they 
complain horribly, but it will mike them humble; 
and ſnarp handling does better with theſe People 
c © than the beſt Words. | E Us, THOW 


On the 24th of June, O. S. (b) Mr. St. Writes 2 
long Letter to the Lord Privy-Seal, and inſtructs him u 
lay the entire Blame of all that has happen d, upon ti 

Dutch; and that the Want of Concert, is only to be in. 
puted to thoſe who are at the Head of Affairs in Holland; 
however, that Her Majeſty is ſtill ready for their Sake f 
and for the Sake of the common Intereſt of Europe, u ©, 
Forget all that is paſt, and to join with them in the 
ſtricteſt Terms of Amity and Confidence. This Fare 
Was ſtill to be carry'd on in Holland, and theſe Profeſſ- 
ons made in the Name of the Queen, when it is notori 
- ous that four Days before, on une the 20th, O. S. Mr, 
Fr. John had in the ſtrongeſt Terms promis d in the Queet! 
Name ro Monſ. de Torcy, ro conclude à Separate Peace 
with France, on Condition Dunkirk was deliver'd to tr 
Engliſh; and that this Offer of a Separate Peace mad 
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by England, aroſe from the French's refuſing to deli g 

1 - Dunkirk upon the Conditions firſt agreed upon, althouęi Ne. 
1 at the fame Time the Queen's Plenipotentiaries are di = 
| | : rected ina moſt publick Manner to lay the Blame of imo 
our Meaſures at the Door of the States General. (the 

1 But whatever Meaſures were carrying on elſewher « xy; 
7Y and altho' in all the Letters that pafs'd upon that Subject in 
I" between L. Bolingbroke and Monſ. de Torey, the concludii co 
_- 2 Separate Peace is treated as a Thing ſettled on bo the 
Sides; the Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht are orde to 

to proceed upon another Foot; and in a (c) I diet 

ter from IL. Bolingbroke of July the 16th, O. &. tot gr 
Plenipotentiaries jointly, upon a Suppoſition that L. S the 

ford was then got back again to Utrecht, they are orden to f 

as to loſe no Time in ſettling the Conventions tor a UP ett 


( fib glei. 3. j. ic. (Mil. 3. fag3e (Mol 34 


. 


＋ ˖ 


nt gon of Arms between Great- Britain and France, both by 
Cos BY Sta and Land; and when that i is brought to Perſection, 
% to call upon the Allies to enter again upon the Negotiations | 
nen A on the Foundation of the Plan laid down in the. Queens 
were Speech; and it is defired their Lord ſhips will appear ſo- 
Th licitous in this. Matter, and affect ro be che Aggreſſors, and 
ble 


to preſs the Allies to give in categorical Anſwers. By chis 
Means the Negotiations were ſeemingly ſer on Foot again; 
and whether the Allies did or did not comply, our Mi- 
niſtry were ready to make their Uſe of it either Way ; 
im o it they did comply, che Scandal of à Separate Peace 


n de would be avoided ; if they did not, che Blame was to be 
ig imputed to their Obſtinaſ y. 

xk The Treaty being left upon this Fot at Utrecht; — 
akes, 


a Poſſibility of being carried on or dropt, as ſhould be 
found 3 and the King of France having, as was 
before obſerv d by M. de Torcy's Letrer of Auguſt the th, 
N. S. conſented to the Demands made by England on Be- 
half of the Duke of Savoy, but among others upon theſe 
two expreſs Conditions, That a Suſpenſion of Arms both 
ui by Sea and Land be immediately granted, and that a Se- 
clo parate Peace between England, France, Spain, and Suoy, 


Peach be forchwich concluded; it is thought proper and naceſ- 
0 te ary, chat Lord Bolingbroke ſhould go himielf to France, 
mid finally to adjuſt and ſettle the great Points in Diſpnte. 

on His powers and Inſtructions are hereunto annexed, a» 
101688 Ne: 35.) | 

e d. 0 The ams of bl Infira&ions was-in ſhore, to re- 
of move all Difficulties and Differences that might obſtruct 
che general Suſpenſion of Arms between England and 
berg © France from taking Place, or ſertling che Treaty of Peace 

ub in ſuch a Courſe, as may bring it to a happy and ſpeedy: 
udn Concluſiom But — that he dots not 

bean chere will de any Poſfibility to prevail wich the « 

rde © ro ſign the Peace wich — Spain, unleſs fuſ 84. 

Lei © risfa ion be given to his Royal Highneſs, che. Duke of 
to. Se, and unleſs chey can tale him along wich hem in 


the doingrhereof. He is therefore to take particularGare- 
to ſettle his Barrier; and to procure Sicih for him 3 to- 
ups ſettle che Renumcration in ſuch. a 3 
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be as little Room left as poſſible for Diſpute or Delay e | 


that the Elector of Bavaria may have Sardinia, and be 
, reſtor'd to his Dominions in the Empire, except the 
. Upper Palatinate, and the firſt Electorate; and when 
he has had Satisfaction in theſe Points, he is to proceed 
to ſpeak to ſuch Articles as relate particularly to the In. 
tereſt of Great- Britain, and endeavour to have ſuch of 
them, as there may appear to be any Doubt concerning, 
explain d in the moſt advantageous Manner. And then 
he is to do his beſt to diſcover upon rhe ſeveral Parts 
þ of the General Plan of Peace, what the real Ultimatum 
of France may be; and when the Peace between Ex- 

land and France ſhall be fign'd, that it may be expedient 
to fix the Allies a Time to come in, wherein the Queen 


* will uſe her good Offices, but will not be under any: 
Obligation to impoſe upon the Allies the Scheme offerd 


by France, or to debar them from obtaining bettet 


Terms for themſelves. EO. 


By theſe Inſtructions it appears, that Lord Balingbrole 


was empower'd to conclude a Separate Peace with Ex- 


land, France, Spain, and Savoy; that at this Time there was 
ſome Doubt concerning ſeveral Articles relating to the 
particular Intereſts of Great-Britain, which he was to en- 


deavour to get explain'd ; but no Inſtruction, if his En- 


deavours prove ineffectual in Behalf of Great- Britain, not 
to conclude the Treaty, which in theſe very Inſtructions 


E expreſly provided for in Favour of Savoy ; and his 


Lordſhip is ordered to do his beſt to diſcover. the Ulti- 
matum of France, which hitherto it ſeems the rer, 
were ignorant of; but whether Fance condeſcended fo 
far or not, as to let his Lordſhip into this Secret, our 
Treaty was to be concluded; and the Miniſtry ſeem to 
think, they had ſufficiently diſcharg d their Duty, in de- 
clining to be engag d to impoſe what Terms France ſhould 
think proper upon the Allies, thoſe Allies to whom the 
Queen was bound by the Faith of Treaties, and all the 
moſt ſolemn Engagements and publick Declarations, to 


procure all juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction, according to 


their ſeveral Alliances. But now it ſeems ſufficient that 
we did not debar them from the Liberty of endeayout- 
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Ys; With theſe Inſtructions Lord Bolingbroke goes to Fance, 
be and for his Proceedings the Committee referr to his 
the Lord ſnip's own Account in his (2) Letter to the Earl of 
en Dartmouth, Aug. 22. N. S. 1712, No- (37. ) and without 
ed entring at preſent into any further Particulars, the Con- 

In- vention for a General Suſpenſion of Arms between Great- 
of Britain and France for four Months, was ſign d at Faris by 


Lord Bolingbrote and Monſieur: de Torcy, Aug. the 2 ad, 

N;$. 1712. 4s his Lordſhip ſays, but dated Auguſt the 
19th, N& Nen, 90597 20 043 5% 5) 
France was now became entire Maſter of all fature 


un 

nz Negotiations, and did not fail to make Uſe of the Power 
ent that was put into their Hands; an early Inſtance will be 
een ſeen of chis in the Affair of Tournay: : But being now © 
ny come back to Utrecht, it will be neceſſary; to mention an 
rd lncident that happen d there, the Diſpute between Count 
tte RNerhteren and: Monſ. Aſeſnagerʒ which is taken notice of 


only as a Pretence that was made Uſe of by the French to 


oke keep the . long as it ſervd 
- ckeir Purpoſe, and-in this England concurr d, as will ap- 8 


ee e 19800 32 0 e 

On the ;3orh of Aug the Britiſh Plenipotentia- 
ritsacquaint Lord Bol inbrote, that in ſome Diſcourſe wich 
the Miniſters of cke Allies they had carried Matters ſo 


far as to tell them, that tho Her Majeſty will endeavour 
ons ta promote their Intereſt in a Peace, and obtain for them 
his the beſt Terms that ſhall be poſſible, yet if thoſe En- 
Ii. ¶deavours ſhould not procure more than the Contents of 


Her Majeſty's Speech, or even in ſome Degree fall ſhore * 
of that Plan, the Fault will be entirely theirs, who have 
render d Things difficult and uncertain, which otherwiſe 
would have been eaſy and practicable : And having thus 

far complied; with their late Orders to lay all the Blame 
upon the Allies, they further inform his Lordſhip, char ' 


the they had however obtain'd the Conſent of the Miniſters * 
the Wot the Allies ro come to a Conference with thoſe of 
to Vance in order to renew the Negotiations ; the Time to 
to Nee fix d between the Britiſh and French Pleniporenciaries; ' 
hat ho meeting to have ſome Diſcourſe previous to the Ge- 
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veral Conferences, parted without coming to an con 
cluti on: | | 


"Thy Deckfimrof:1 their Difference, that prevented re- 
newing the Conferences, aroſe upon Propoſals made by 


the B)ztifh Miniſters in Relation to Tournay. Their Lord. 

fſhips in their (a) Letter of the ad of September, N. S. o 
* Bolingbrote ſtate the Caſe in this Manner 

Ina Hier Majeſty's Speech it is expreſsd, That the 


Puch ark to hade the entire Barrier as dennnded in 
4 1709 except two or three Places at moſt. 
« The French Miniſters inſiſt, that they muſt have Liſle 


as an Equivalent for Dunkirk, and that che ſame is not 


c be underſtood: as one of the thret Places mentioned in 
the Speech, and conſequently that they muſt, in all, 
* have four or dhe Places wenn i be Demands of 


- 


" ANG 112-5477 56 USO 203; 


78 Tig e: us appears to be 1 indottſiſtenr with 
« whar-Her- Majeſty has declard and we accordingly 
* think/ it contrary” to our Duty ro bringona Conference 


* in which ſuch an Explication is to he made. 


The French Miniſters on the other Hand have ſhews 
© us their Orders, which poſitively require 1 | 


upon the Reſtirution of Tourniy: as well eas Liſte; and 
that they can by no Means: conſent ro he: Cedſion of 
s Mauberige:or Conde. 

The Britifh' Miniſters then preſsd the . — f peak 
at firſt in Terms as general, as their Propoſal was con- 
* ceiv'd in; bur the French thought it neceſſary to be par- 


« ticular and ex pre ſs in that Point above all others, be. 


« cauſe chey ſhall otherwiſe have tied mee up, ans 
given the Duich an advantage. 

The Reſult of this Debate was; not to proceed to 
Confcrence till this Point be determin d; the French 
inſiſting, that their Orders were ſo plain a8 neither to 
need or admit any Explication; and the Britiſh Mini- 
ſters thinking the Matter as plain on their Side. 


They hope their Zeal for Her Majeſty's Honour 
vill be Cody approv'd, and defire to be direſted 
what Karcher 7 e are to —n—ů— which they 
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rchend to be of 2%.) OG beef 
2 end to be of a. deciſive Conſequence ; beeanſ 
8 25 find even thoſe. among the Putab, whoyapprar: 
© co be moſt cordially disposed to ſuch. a, Peace as mays 
re- eſtabliſũ a good Harmony between her Majeſty and 
© the States, as abſolutely. neceſſary for their, mutual 
| © Preſervation ,, fully reſolv d, either to retain Tuna 
and have Conde yielded to them, or to take one of 
© theſe two Conrſes, either to come into any Terms that 
France offers, or to continue the War at all Hazards. 

In the ſame Letter our Plenipotentiaries giye an A- 
count, that che French Miniſters by: an Order front their 
Maſter, did inſiſt; chat the-Stgtes-General ſnould in a pub- 
lick manner diſavow C. Rechteren for the Affront done to 
M. Meſnager, and then remove him from the Congreſs, 

and this Satisfaction to precede any further Neggtiation. 
(4) The Language which our Plenipotentiaries had. 
us'd ro the Allies is very much approv d by L, Bolingbroke, , 
who ſays they had fpoke the Sentiments of the Queen's - 
Heart in What they declard the zoth of - Auguſty.N..S. - 
and that if the Allies did fall ſnort of, the Plan laid 


# 4 44 


down, in the Queen's Speech, the, Fault was entirely) 
their own. His Lordſhip. ſays, © ſure it is, that this Plan 
was nothing more chan the U/timatum, of what France 
* would offer, bur he wiſh'd that tke Imperial and · Dutch 
the Ditimatum of what; 


« Policy had' not render d. ir che Uſtimat 
'- France will grant. The ſame-general Reflection may. 
* be applied to the. particular Caſe mentioned 18.4 
your Lordſhip's Jaſt Letter. France would. have yield- 
ed Tourna, tho much, againſt the Grain. If France 

has now any Advantage, and refuſes flatly ro yield + 
what ſhe only begg d to have reſtor d, the Fault is en- 
E. His one ian 2 
But the Difpatch of the plenipotentiaries of the ad of - 
September, relating to Towrnayz. having not yet been on- 
ſder d by the Lords of the Council, his Lordſhip could 
ror ive any, poſitive Inſtructions abOur it ell che ner 
Opportunity; but in the mean time recommends to them 
two Conſiderations; that the keeping of, the Dutch in- 


hopes of her Majeſty's. gpod- Offices, Will prevent them. 
trom taking any deſperate Reſolution; and the French . 
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concerning the Barrier. 


infiſiing-/to habe Count Rechteren diſavow' d before any 


further Treaty, will put off for ſome time the Deciſion 


of thar great Po nr. Dom Hoy 2 
Lord Strafford in the mean time, by his (a) Letters of 


the 13thand 16rh of September, N. S. © repreſented the 
States as mightily ſunk with their Misforrun&} and not 


© knowing well what Meaſures to take; but that they 
inſiſted upon Towrnay as ſo eſſential to their Barrier, 
* that 3 actually had none without it; and his Lord- 
« ſhip is ſo much of that Opinion, that he wiſhes th 
might have Tounay, though they were forc'd to truc 
« Tres for it; that if he could poſitively aſſure them 
© they ſhould have Tournay, he believed they would ſub- 


mit to the Plan of the Queen's Speech. 


This Opinion of his Lordſhip is not very eaſily to be 


xeconcil'd to what he afterwards wrote to Mr. Prior up- 
on this Subject, October the 4th, 1712. (b) If we had 
* a Mind to have Nick Frog ſign with us, we might, for 

he is ready to do it for Toarnay ; which, if we fign to- 
s gether, we can't well refuſe him, but Texpett yon 


will cur that Matter ſhort, and 1 long to hear from 


by Ou, | , : 

"Pine this Affair of Tournay was not ſo ſoon ſettled here; 
altho the Difficulty does not ſeem to be, whether the 
French or Dutch were to have it, but in what manner it 
was to be procur'd for France, without à manifeſt Con- 
tradiction to what was ſaid by the Queen in her Speech 

I. Bolingbroke, September the 1oth, O. S. writes Three 
Letters upon this Subject to Monſ. de Torcy, to Mr. Prior, 
and to the Plenſpotentiaries; which being upon an Af. 
fair of this Nicety are all annex d, (c) Ns (33, 32, 31.) 
In the (4) Letter to Monf. de Torcy, I. Bonne 
* defires him to remember the Propoſition which was 
often laid down by him when in France, and inſiſted 
* upon as a fundamental in all their future Proceedings 
upon the General Peace; that the Conduct of the 
Queen, in regard to the Intereſts of her Allies, was in 
a great meaſure determined by their Behaviour; that 
bub 2 | FLEE 5 2 
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L 83 ] 
the violent Meaſures which they had taken to obſtruct 
© the Peace, had put the Queen in a Condition to make 
© her Peace without waiting for their Concurrence; in 
© which Caſe the Queen would declare that ſhe had 
* fign'd the Treaty with France and Spain, and would 
© propoſe the Plan brought over by Abbot Gualtier, and 
© deliver'd the 29th of April, 1712, for the Allies to 


© Offices, as a common Friend to both Parties. But in 
Caſe the Dutch in particular, or the other Allies, ſnould 
© before the Concluſion of her Peace with Fance enter 
into Concert with her Majeſty, we ſhould have more 

© Meaſures to keep with them, the Compaſſion of our 
people would be mov id in their Behalf, and the Queens 
Miniſters be oblig d to make ſome Steps, which other - 
{wiſe they would abſolutely refuſe: to do. Upon this 


ſeem to exact ſomething more, when they inſiſt che 
Queen's Miniſters ſnould propoſe the holding a Con- 


appear in ſome meaſure contrary to what the Queen 


and ours is not to know, whether PDurnay ſhall he re- 
* ſtor'd to the King, or not? For to obtain that Place, 
it is not neceſſary chat you ſnould begin by making this 
Specifick Declaration: But the Queſtion is, whether che 
Queen ought formally, and at preſent, to declare that 
©Tournay ſhall be reſtor d to Fance? Which would be 
to conſent to the Explanation which your Miniſters 
give to this Article of the Queens Speech. He then 
© lays, not to ſwell my Letter too much, which may al- 
ready feem tedious, I refer my ſelf ro what Mr. Niar 
8 © ſhall have the Honour to explain to you upon this Point, 

and I ſhall content my felt- wich ſaying, that as it is 
not difficult to find a Temperament, I hope we ſhall ” 
avoid all Things that may occaſion a Diſpute between 
the Miniſters of Great Britain and France. 
© This Temperament is to be found in His Lordſhips 
Letter to Mr. Prior of the ſame Day, chich his Lord- 


tary” to the Miniſter. 
l 


* Harry to ati and not the- 
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treat upon, and could do no more than by her good 


Foundation, ſays · L. Bolingbroke, the King's Miniſters 
ference, in which the firſt Propoſition ſtarred would 


| © faid in her Speech, touching the Barrier of the States. 
The Point in Diſpute between your Plenipotentiaries 


ſnip ſays is to be look d upon only as a Lerter from 


L 84 J 
* He ſends Mm enelos d an Extract of his Letter to Mon. 
* fieur de Torcy, which, he ſays,” relates to a Matter that 
has given Lord Treaſurer and himſelf no ſmall trouble in 
Cabinet; he likewiſe ſends him a Copy of the Pleni- 
potentiaries Diſpatch of the 2d of September upon the 
fame Subject; wherein, as he will obſerve, their Lord- 
ſnips are very warm about the Piſpute. He can aſſure 
< His Lordſhip. goes on; the Solution of this Difficulty 
muſt come from you, which is a matter of Manage- 
ment and Appearance, more than of Subſtance. 
- © Ther Method of doing it is by making Monſ. de Tory 
©-ſenſible of the Propoſition ſettled between them in 
*- France, That the Queen can never do any thing which 
* ſhall look like a direct Reſtraint on her Allies from de- 
manding what they judge neceſſary; but as long as 
they act the Part which they now do, She can very 
uſtly be Paſſive and Neuter, as to their Intereſts, 
This his Lordſnip thinks is Ad vantage enough for 
France, and ſuch a one, fairly ſpeaking; as a Year ago 
they would have given more than Taurnay to be ſure 
of. They muſt not thereſore preſs us to go further 
than: this, nor ro do any Thing which may teem con- 
« tradiftory. to what the Queen deliver d from the 
by Throne. . * Wo»; os = MOT Þ v1 
lsa a word, The Uſe which the French will make of 
the unaccauntable Obſtinacy of the Dutch, and the 
< other Allies, may in ſeveral Reſpects, and particular- 
ly, for ought I know, in the Inſtance of Tournay, give 
them an Opportunity of ſaving and gaining more than 
* they could have hop d for; and the Queen may in the 
preſent Circumſtances contribute paſſively. to this End, 
but actively She never can in any Circumſtances. | 
His Lordſhip then very plainly, gives his Advice how | 
this Matter is to be manag d, in theſe Words; I think: 
in my own Opinion, and I believe I ſpeak the Queen's 
upon this Occaſion, it were better the French ſnould in 
the Courſe of the Treaty declare, that whatever the 
intended to have given the Dutch when the Queen ſpole 
from the Throne, their Conduct has beem ſuch, and 
the Situation of Affairs is ſo alter'd, that the K ing ib 
33 to haye Towngy: reſtor d to him; I fy, 15 
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have before their Eyes. 
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| © eve this were better, than. to expect that we ſhould: 
| « affent to an Ex poſition of the Queen's Words, by 


«© which Her Majeſty would yield the Town up; ler the 
Conferences begin as ſoon as they will, Ldare ſay Bu- 


«© fineſs will not very ſpeedily be diſpatchd in them: 


« We ſhall go on to ripen every Thing for a Concluſion. 
between us and Savoy, and France and Spain; and this 
« is the true Point of View which the French ought. to 

This Scheme being concerted here, and tranſmitted 
to France, L. Bolingbroke on the ſame Day writes to the 
plenipotentiaries in anſwer to theirs of the ad of p- 


tember, N. S. upon which he had before told them, He 
could give no Inſtructions till their Letter was conſider d 


dy the Lords of the Council; neither does his Lordſhip 
now ſend them any Directions, but enlarges upon the 
ſame general Topicks of imputing all the Miſcluets that. 
had happen d, and in particular this Affair of Tournay, 
to the Obſtinacy of the Allies. His Lordſhip. obſerves, 
That in the Plan brought over by Abbot Gaaltier, the 
K. of France begg d for Tournay rather than inſiſted 
© upon it, but was now cncourag'd to refuſe hat he 
© only endeavour d to fave; and in ſhort, that France 
had now gather'd Strength by our Diviſions, and was 
grown ſanguine enough to make that Plan the U/tima- 
tum of her Conceſſions, which was at firſt nothing 


<© more, than the Ultimatum of her Offers; but that the 


© Dutch had no Body to blame for all this but them- 
© ſelves.” His Lordſhip adds, Her Majeſty: is very ſen- 
* ſible of the Concern you expreſs for her. Honour, and 
© will not you may be ſure, ſuffer Herſelf ro be a Party 
*to any Thing which may appear contradictory to 
* what She has once advanc'd; and altho' perhaps the 


$ © yielding of Tournay might be reconcil'd ro the Terms 


of her Speech, yet ſnould the Queen.cenſent to. this 
Expoſition of it, ſuch Conſent would be almoſt a 
formal. Reſtoration of this Place to France; and this, 
* my Lords, is what Her Majeſty will avoid: But, 1 

{ hope, the Solution of this Pifficulty will come — 
France; and that When they have ſo many other, 
« Quarrels ro decide, chat Court will 'g0 back from a, 
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© Meaſure which muſt involve them in 2 Diſpute with 
32 © 7779757 957 io nonnoget 75 Dt 10G) 

The Committee finds a Paper which is ſaid to be de. 
liver'd among Mr. Prior's looſe Papers, and ſeems to be 
the Draught of 2 Letter from Mr. Prior to Monſ. de Torq, 
purſuant to what L. Bolingbroke had written ro him up- 
on the Subject of Tournay ; which is in Subſtance the 
fame, and almoſt in the very Words of L. Bolingbroke's 
Letter to Mr. Prior of the 1oth of September, with this 
Addition, that it begins thus: There is more Appea- 
© rance than Subſtance in this Affair that is now under 
Agitation at Utrecht, and my Lord Treaſurer does not 
© at all doubt but the Court of France will find a Re- 


5 And his Lordſhip was not miſtaken in his Expectati- 
ons. For Monſ. de Torcy very readily follow'd the Ad- 
vice that was given by the Engliſh Miniſtry; and on the 
25th of September, N. S. ſends ro my L. Bolingbroke a 
(a) Declaration to be made by the French Pleni potentia. 
ries at Vtrecht, wherein the King's Miniſters are order d 
ro declare” to thoſe of Great Britain, Thar the Ring did 

conſent to treat of the Peace upon the Plan laid down 
in the Queen's Speech to Her Parliament; but ar the 
fame time they were to ſay, That the Dutch having 
refus d to conform to the Sentiments of that Princeſs, 
having rejected the Sufpenfion of Arms, and given 
_ © Opportunity to the ſeveral Changes in Affairs chat had 
happen d, it is but Juſt chat his Majeſty ſhould be re- 
compene d for the Expence tie His been oblig d to make 
during the Cour ſe ot this Campen. Upon this Foun- 
dation his Mjefty orders His Pleni potentiarjes not to 
ſign a Peace, but upon Condition, That Tournay ſnould 
© be reſtor'd to him, beſides the other Places which he 
© has demanded, and which he had reaſon to belicye 
che Queen of Great Britain did 'defign to comprehend 
in her Speech. FR Je HI : 4 io gone fe ; 
The Original of chis Declaration that came from 

ance, is in the Secretary's Office, and was ſent by 
Monf. de Torcy to L. Bolingbroke, ho tranſmitted . — 
of it to the Britiſh Penipotentiaries; but the Letter ot (4) 
. · rene 1 
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Monſ. de Torey, in which it was inclos d, does not ap- 
P This Tranſaction in relation to Tournay, ſeems of fo. 


extraordinary a Narure, as to deſerve to be fer forth in 
one ſhorr view: The Difpure concerning ir aroſe from 
tte Fench Miniſters inſiſting to be very particular and 
e expreſs in demanding the Reſtitution this Place; 


which the Britiſh Plenipotentiar cs conceiving to be in- 
onſiſtent with what the Queen had dec ard, refuſe to 


g open the Conferences until tory had further Orders. 
hen this came to be conſider d in England, L. Boling-. 
7e Jays, It occaſion d great Warmth, in the Cabinet - 
council; but his Lordſnip inſtead of raking Meafhres.. 


for preſerving the Town as part of the Barrie? of the 


1 tates General, which, as he confeſſes, was ſo intended 
* the Queen's Speech, propoſes Exped ients whereby 
e be Town might be reſtord to France. without the 


Queen's becoming à party to a Thi ng-which was con- 
radiftory to what She had once _advanc'd : And gives 
his Advice to Monſ. de Torcy, by what Management Tur. 
% might be ſecurd to the King of France, contrary to 
he avow'd Senſe of what the Queen had declard in 
Parliament ; and altho' France had conſented in a Memo- 
al deliver d by Abbot Gualtier ſo early as 18th of Vo. 
ember 1711. not to inſiſt upon Tournay; and this he 
loes in his. private Capacity, and not as Secretary of 
Stare, But that his Lordſhip' was. not ſingle in his En- £2 


1 


leavours to aſſiſt France upon 51 this Occafion,' appears 


ke ) the great Trouble that N this Matter had given 8 
in- eth kim and my Lord Trea ureſ in the Cabinet; and if 
to ny Regard is ta be given to (4) Mr. Pricr's Paper, my 
a Treaſurer muſt certainly have written ro Mr. Prior 
te oon this Subject, who. could otherwiſe have had no 
ye und co ſay, My Lord Treaſurer does not at all doubt i 
nd ut the Court of France, will find a Remedy: Which is | 
{ * Werceable to what L. Balingtrote. ſaid in other Words 
m ben this Adyice was ſent; The Solution of this Dith- 
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What happen afierwards in Relztion. to Tung 
upon what great Conceſſtons made to France , toge- 
ther with the ad vantageous Terms procur'd for the E. 
lector of Bavaria, the Meaſures and Councils relating 
to this Affair were afterwards. alter d, is net material 
enough to require a long Detail; but nothing ſeſs than an 
abfolure Concurrence , without any new. Objections or 
further Demands, was to ſatisfy for the Ceſſion of 
Tournay, and that it was at laſt obtain d, is owing ſolely to 
the Firmneſs and Reſolution of the States. 
The Diſpute between Count Rechteren and Mon- 
fieur Meſnager was ſtill kept on Foot; and though it was 
at laſt left to Her Majeſty to decide upon this Difference: 
There being ſome Poinits relating to Commerce, and 
North-America, which are of very great Conſequence to 
the Intereſt of the Queen's Subjects, and the Honour 
of this Treaty ſtill. to ſettle; (a) Lord., Bolingbroke 
thinks it neceſſary, though the Dutch may be uneaſy 
that the Affair of the Four Spec es to be. excepted 
out of the Tariff of 1664, ſhould, ſtill; be kept in Un. 
certainty z and the Britiſh. Plenipotentiaries according 
Iy, to gain Time till they could know Her ;Majeſty's, 
Pleaſure, revivd the Difference between Count  Rech- 
teren and Moni. Meſnager ; and hope tis for Her Maje- 
ſtjes Service in this Manner to Stave off the Conte: 
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conceive that an Account of © what paſsd between 
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in and rare will ſer this whole matter in a clear 
Light 


Your committee think i ir not improper to take No- 
Dice here of a remarkable Paſſage or two, that are 
ound in Lord Bolingbrołes (a) Letters to Mr. Prior: 
n the 19th of September, O. S. Lord Bolingbroke ſends _ 
Mr. Prior an Account of ſome Advices they had re- 
reiv d, of the Invaſion of the Leemard -Iſkands ke. the 
4 ench. 7 4 
This, Dear Mat, 17 his Lordſhip, proves a very 
$ untoward Contretemps; it gives a Theme to the Whigs, 
— - 1 were, how — 8808 — lull'a. 
U ee ex that Ca 5 ron mi 
K be gone to the Coaſt of Braſil, or to Surinam, but =. 
never imagin'd our Colonies would have Leen attack d 
by him, at the time when we were knitting the Bands 
of Friendſhip between the two Nations with all poſſi- 
die Induſtry. Could chis ill Opinion of our ner 
. Friends have enter d into our Heads, I do aſſure you 
e. be ſhould have been accompanied b a Fleet of the 
„ Queen's, which would have kept him in Reſpect: 
this Conduct with that of the Queen's, Cr. 
uud here follows that Paſſage which has been already” = 
xention'd wherein his Lordſmip declar d concerning the 
Order fares the Duke of Ormond ; I é will not ſay this 
Order ſavd their Army from deing deen but I think 
in my Conſcience that it did. | 
His Lordſnip p-goes on. © In a word we ſo 
much upon the good Underſtanding which we — 
eſtabliſnd, and were ſo earneſt to prevent any Thing 
which might break in upon it, that we not only avoid 
ed to fortiſie our Squadron as we might have done, 
but we alſo neglected to put in Execution ſome De- 
ens, which would have annoyed both French and 
. aniarde, perhaps more than any that have been ef 
fſected in the Courſe of this War.. 


S885 op PS, 


1 Another Inſtance of his Lordſhip's good Diſpoſition” 
en the French Nation, is to be found in his ( Letter to 


r. Prior, of the agth of September, wherein he ſays, 
L have got at. . 


1 . I 


(a) Pl. 9. 7 287. ( 2 . F. 219. 
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© ed, not without very great Difficulty; and tho che Sum Þ 
© paid to the Captors was fo large as 35000 J. the Ship MF King 
uns plainly Prize, and the Paſs ſent over hither might ¶ faid 
© have been provd to have been numerically one of chat 
© thoſe I deliver d at Fontainbleau , four Days after'rhe I of / 
© Griffin was in Sir Thomas Hardy's Power; tho” Gualtie; Que 
as ready to ſwear that he receiv'd it ſome Months ll Zeal 
© before; which Part of the Abbot has, I confeſs ia greſt 
c you, done him no Good in my Opinion. From it ap 
whence: it appears, tho' this Paſs was none of them, be e 
that Paſſes had been granted ſome Months before the pect 
Suſpenſion Was concluded. N 4 . e 13 tar; 6 ſtry, 
- Whilſt the Engliſh Miniſtry are doing theſe, good Off. i gr 
ces to the Subjects of France, and taking all Opportu- bega 


nities both publick and private to eſpouſe their Inter 
your Committee is ſurpris d at the ill Treatment which 
England receiv'd from France at this Time, and at their 
Backward neſs in making good the Promiſes and En- 


gagements they were under in ſome Points chat moſt anc 
nearly concern d the Intereſts of Great- Britain. the 
At the latter End of Oëober Mr. Prior was ſent: into ' de 


England, and by what appears, left his Reſidence in 
France without the Leave or any Orders from the Queen 
his Miſtreſs; but was ſent over by the King of Fre 
as a proper Perſon, whom he thought fit to entruſt with 
the great Secret of prevailing with the Queen, by her 
Credit to obtain what the King demanded for the Ele- 
ctor of Bavaria. He brings a Credential Letter from 
the King of France to the Queen, which ſeeming ſome- 
thing New of the Kind is here annex'd. (a). N® (38.) 
About the Middle of Member Mr. Prior goes back 
into France with new Inſtructions, (b) wherein the Pro- 
poſal of a Neutrality in Italy is one of the chiefeſt Arti- 
cles; and that he might have a perfect Knowledge of the 
Queen's preſent Reſolutions and Councils in relation to 
the preſent Treaty of Peace, a Copy of the laſt Inſtructi - 
ons to the Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht is given him, that 
as Occaſion ſnall require he might act in all Things con- 
formable to the Queen's Intentions therein expreſs d. 


(a) Vol. 9. f. 357. (50 Vol. 9. f. 381. - 


[91] 
He carries likewiſe a Letter from the Queen to the” 


m 
ip King of Fance, wherein, among other Things, it is 
he aid, That Mr. Prior continuing to behave himſelf ſo, as 


that his Conduct may be entirely agreeable to the King 
Jof France, he does but literally execute the Order the 
Queen had given him, and is à Proof of his Duty and 
Zeal for her Service, (a) Ne (39.) After this ſnort Di- 
greſſion, to return back to what was juſt now mention d, 
it appears, that when the Treaty of Peace was ready to 
be concluded, the Advantages Great. Britain was to ex- 
pect and reap from the Endeavours of the Britiſh Mini- 
ſtry, to aſſiſt and ſupport the Cauſe of France, were in 
Wa great Meaſure unſettled and undetermined. France 
began to Cavil, and as Lord Bolingbroke ſaid, go back 
from what che King had promiſed the Queen. His Lord- 
Whip cannot be perſuaded, as he tells Mr. Prior. * () Thar 
the French act either fairly or wiſely ; they preſs us to 
* conclude, that they may have others at their Mercy; 
and at the ſame time they Chicane with us concerning 
the moſt eſſential Article of all our Treaty, and en- 
* dedvour to elude an Agreement made, repeated, con- 


% 


The two great Points of Moment in Diſpute, were, 
oncerning the Fifnery at Newfoundland, and in what 
anner the Ceſſion of Cape- Breton was to be made; the 
other was about the Treaty of Commerce. 
As to the firſt, it is to be obſerv d, That in the (c) 
Queen's Inſtructions to the Duke of Shrewsbury, he is di- 
rected ro propoſe, as the Queen's laſt Reſolution, That 
She will Conſent to give and yield up to His Moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty, the entire Poſſeſſion and Propriety of the 
ſland of Cape Breton; but with this expreſs Condition, 
hat his aid Majeſty ſhall on his Part, in Conſideration 
ff the ſame, relinquiſh ro Her Majeſty all manner of 
Right to Fiſhing, and drying Fiſh, on the Coaſt of Men- 
aaland, or any Part, reſerv'd to his Subjects, by the 
1 Z Sign d at London the 27th of Spt. and 8th of 
Cet. 1711. l ee ; 
Several Repreſentations were ſent backward and for- 
ard, ſhewing the fatal Conſequences ot what was de-. 
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(a) Vol. 9. f. 373. (J) Vol. 9. f. 657. (c) Vl. 9. 
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192 J 
manded by France; and altho my Lord Balingbrote in 
his Letter to (a) Mr. Prior of the 1 ↄth of Januaꝶ, 
1712-13, inſiſted that the Queen had never yielded 
what France pretended to, which then remained an un. 
furmounrable Difficulty; yet in his Letter to the (5) Duke 
of Shrewsbury, of the ſame Date, he tells His Grace, if 
the French cloſe with the Overture he then made them, 
with Regard to the Diſputes concerning Commerce, 
Her Majeſty is willing to accept the laſt Expedient 
propoſed by Monſieur de Torey, for adjuſting our Dif. 
ferences about North America, and to: conſent that the 
King, in the Ceſſion of Newfoundland, do reſerve to 
His Subjects a Right of Fiſhing and Drying. on the 
Coaſt of Newfoundland, from Point Riche North about, 
to Cape Bonaviſta ;, and here no Direction is given con- 
cerning Cape Breton, of which the French got the entire 
Pofſeffion and Propriety; although, in the Duke of 
Shrewsbury's Inſtructions, it is deelar'd, That the 
Queen look'd upon Cape Breton to belong to Her; and 
<. reckon'd. that T/and a Part of the ancient Territory of 
Nov Scotia, which is, by this Treaty, reſtor d to Her. 
But if his Grace could not prevail upon them, to agree 
with him in the Article of Commerce, he was: to de. 
clare; Tliat neither will the Queen agree with them ii 
their Propoſition concerning Newfoundland. 
Your Committee come now to confider, upon what 
Conſideration this great and valuable Privilege of Tx 
king and drying Fiſh' upon the Coaſt of Newforndland 
was yielded up to France. HE Ef (DONT IC OP 
In this Letter from (c) Lord Bolingbroke'to the Duke 
of Shrewsbury, is repreſented the State of the great Dil. 
pute about Commerce: which appears vo be this; In 
Monſieur de Torcy's Anſwer to Lord Bolingbroke's Memo- 
rial of May the 24th, 1712, it was, among other 
Things, agreed, That Britain and France ſnould gratt 
to the Subjects of each Crown reciprocally; the ſari 
Privileges and Advantages,” which they ſhall either of 
them grant to the Subjects of any other Nation what- 
ſoever; upon this Foundation was eſtabliſſd the Prin- 
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n cipfle of treating, and being treated, as Cent amiciſſima.;z 
and purſuant ro this Principle the Tariff of 1654, 
ei which was granted to Holland, except the Four Spe- 
cies, was likewiſe to be granted to us; and by the 8th 
ke and 10th Articles of the Project of the Treaty of Con- 4 
i WS merce it was ſo ſettled. But France pretending now, © "i 
| That this Tariff would be too beneficial to us, although h 
ce ve were Entitled to it upon the Principle of being 
ene uſed as the Amiciſſima Gens, refuſed to grant it to us, 
wif. until another Tariff ſhould be made in Britain exactly 
the BY conformable ro that of 1664, whereby our ' Duties 
would be reduc'd as low here, as theirs are in France by 
%% NT br pe nr 
his, Lord Bolingbroke fays, is an open Violation 
© of Faith; and by this they are removing a Corner- 
© ſtone, which was laid early in the Foundation of a 
- of Building brought almoſt to Perfection; the Fall where- 
the of muſt prove at laſt of as fatal Conſequence to them 
2nd © 45 to US 3 3 „ 
y of He confeſſes, © He was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd when he 
Jo, WY © faw the Precedent of the Ryſwic Treaty quoted, to 
r © perſivade us to refer our Commerce, as the Dutch 
de. then did theirs, to Commiſſioners, to be treated of 
after Signing rhe Peace. He ſays, © The Behaviour 
© of the French upon that Occaſion has given us warn- 
har ing; and it is from thence we have learn d, that whar- 
T+ ever is referr d, is given up; and they muſt have a 
mean Opinion of thoſe whom they would perſwade 
* to purſue the fame Method to ger che Tariff of 1664, 
uk © by which the Dutch rhen loſt it. oh; . 
Dil But ſurely his Lordſhip had either not learn d this 
u Leſſon, or had entirely forgot it, when on the 24th of 
mo- 121, he himſelf had propos d, as has been before ob- 
ther! ſerv d, That ſeveral Points relating to Commerce, re- 
tam ! quiring a longer Diſcuſſion than that Criſis would ad- 
ame mit, Commiliaries ſhould be appointed to ſettle and 
- "of adjuſt the Differences. But then it ſeems they were 
hat. more intent upon the General Peace, than ary particu- 
lar Advantages. : : 3s . 
His Lordſhip goes on to offer an Expedient, which 
was to ſolve all the Difficulties; and Spe: _— 
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© opened to the French Miniſters, Her Majeſty's Senſe of 
'< the King's Engagements to Her upon this Head, you 
are to propole to them, to ſtrike our of the Projet 
of the Treaty of Commerce the ↄth and 10th Art. 
© cles, and inſtead. thereof, to inſert one to the Effet 
of that which I have drawn, and which comes here 
'© incloſed. And as the Acceptance of this Amendment 
was to pur an end to all the Differences, and at the 
fame Time gaye ſuci: ample Advanrages to France, the 
' French readily agreed to it: And did inſert this Ar. 
ticle. Verbatim, as it was ſent in the Treaty of Com- 
merce, which makes the Ninth Article of the Treaty a; 
it now ſtands, and is the fame that was rejected by the 
Parliament; and this Arri-le, which has been, fince ſo 
[univerſally and juſtly condemned, appears to be the 
Work of the Engliſh Miniſtry, and the Price for which 
they ſold to France the Fiſhery of Newfoundland, 
This Treatment of France could not, without doubt, 
but give the Miniſtry the greateſt Uneaſineſs, tho' thei 
Apprehenſions leſt the Circumſtances they were in 
"ſhould . be known, far exceeded their Concern at the 
Diſappointment Great-Britain was like to meer with, 
They had ſign'd a Separate Treaty with France in S. 
tember, 1711, upon this ſingle Principle, that the In- 
tereſts of Great- Britain were in the firſt Place to be ad. 
juſted; and as long as they had this to ſay, they were 
unconcerned at all other Events. They had gone on 


for Fifteen Months together, and acted in every Thing: 


as the Inſtruments of France, and are at laſt in Danger 
of being diſavow'd by France in thꝭ moſt eſſential Pan 
of all their Treaty. One of the chief Inducements, 


and. principal Conditions, upon which the fatal Ceſſi- 


tion of arms was granted, was, That no Privileges or 
Advantages relating ro Commerce with France ſhall be 


yielded to any Forcigu Nation, which, ſhall not at the 


lame time be granted to the Subjects of Her Britannick 


_ Mzjeft ; but France had now reap'd the full Benefit of 


the Sulpenſion, and wer: at Liberty to diſpute the Prin. 


Fo 
> 


* 


E 
. 


ciple of Gens Amiciſſima. Sts Co I 
In theſe Circumſtances, were the Engliſh Miniſtry in 
January, 1712-13, and to extricate themſelves , they 
sive up all Points in Diſpute in North America, os 
enn | 1 : Fe | 1 


A * 4 - 
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the Fiſhery of Newfoundland ; upon the ſingle Conſi- 


jet merce, which the Parliament rejected with a juſt Indig- 
[th nation. # 6 7h 18 ' UCSS ft 947 10 491 f 2 3 
eg However, to bring Fance to a Compliance, even 


here upon theſe Conditions, his Grace in the ſame Letter is 
inſtructed to prevail with France to come to this Reſolu- 


the WF liament was ſuddenly to meet, and it would be neceſ- 
Ar. ſary for the Queen to communicate to both Houſes the 
om. preſent State of the Negotiation. His Grace is then ro 
repreſent to Monſieur de Torcy, in the beſt Manner he is 


e o long, if the Queen was able to ſpeak of Her own 
* Intereſts as abſolutely determined with Fance; and 
on the other Hand, what Travels we ſhall be expos d 
* to, and what Confuſion may ariſe, if our Negotiation 
appears to be ſtill open, and if the Secret comes to 
* be divulged, that France refuſes to make good in the 


the BF" Quoc io 10? flos hn roo 8 
ith His Lordſhip having finifhed what he had to ſay con- 


K cerning Her Majeſty's particular Intereſts, he proceeds 
Tr. Nupon the general Plan of Peace, and inſtructs his Grace 
ad. har he was to inform the French Miniſters, would be 


he Meaſure of Her Majeſty's Conduct, and what they 


= 1y expect from Her. oh ot es 3 HF 31145 T0695 

ing That as the French Miniſters deſire, That the Queen 
ger . would precipitate the Concluſion of Her Peace, and 
ban leave all the Confederacy at their Mercy, they muſt 
Ms be told, That when the mutual Intereſts of France 
u. and England are ſettled, as they will be, if the Pro- 

- of WF bpoſitions contained in the firſt Part of this: Letter are 

| be accepted, che Pleniporentiaries of Great. Britain ſhall 
che publicly declare ja the Congrois that they are readx 
net o Sign with thoſe of Fance, and ſhall call upon the 
col Allies to quicken their Negotiations, and conclude 
bin. cout Loſs of Time. But if they ſeek unneceſſary 
Dalays, or make unreaſonable Demadds, Her Majeſty, 
yin who. has induced them to Treat, will by the ſame 


Meafures engage them to. conclude, or at leaſt She 


he e : 
"i will Sign without. them. „ F 
188 ee + < ot na 


[95] * 


deration of the Ninth Article of the Treaty of Com- 


the tion without the Loſs ot one Moment's time. The Par- 


the able, How ſmoothly every Thing would glide a- 


OG . „„ 
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© And the Queen having once declared Her TIntereh 

to be ſettled, and Her Treaty ready to be ſign d, ti 
General Peace becomes, from that Moment ſure; a 
the Remainder of the Negotiation eaſy; it is then 
fore wiſe for the French to comply with Her Majeſty, 
- The great Diſtraction the Miniſtry was in, appen 

- ſufficiently from this long Letter of Lord Bolingb mit 
to the Duke of Shrewsbury : But to be more fully fats 
fied, what their own Apprehenſions were, and W 

they themſelves thought would be the Conſequence i 
ſuch Proceedings; it is neceſſary to have recourle y 
Two Letters, written about this Time, and upon thi 
Subject, by Lord Bolingbroke to Mr. Prior. One of } 
nuary the 19th, the Other of the 22d; 0. S. (a) Th 


> 


| 
firſt was of the ſame Date as his Letter to the Duke 1 
Shrewsbury; and therein his Lordſhip fays to Mr. Prieh _ * 
I have exhauſted all my Stock of Arguments int C 
long Letter which, by the Queen's order, I write t , 
the Duke of Shrewsbury; to you I can only add, Wah . 
-<; ſtand indeed upon the Brink of 4 Precipice, but © 
« French ſtand there too: Pray tell Monſieur de I . 
from me, that he may get Robin and Harry hani 
- © bur Affairs will ſoon run back into ſo much Confum . 
© that he will wiſh Us alive again. To ſpeak ſerioulil . 
.< unlefs the Queen can talk of Her Intereſts as dem < 
< mined with France; and unleſs Your Court will ke. 6 
Our Allies in the Wrong, as they are ſufficienty . 8 
this Time, I foreſee Inextricable Difficulties WM. 1 
My Scheme is this: Let France ſatisfy the Que , - 
and let the Queen immediately declare to Her par . 
ment, and in the Congreſs, That She is ready | 1 
Sign; at the fame Time let the French Plenipotett: geen 
b ries ſhow a Diſpoſition to conclude with all che A Corr 
And then his Lordſhip enumerares the ſeveral Of ſand 
which he would have France make to the ſeveral Alle - 
Which, tho' very general and inſufficient, his Lordi 17 di 
- fays, If ſuch Overtures as theſe (made to the Ale 7 
were not inſtantly accepted, Our Separate Pei in _. 
.< would, fitting the Parliament „ be addreſsd W Teaſe 
made, and approv'd; and the Cauſe of Franc: ll p,;.. 
'<. once, become popular in Britain. = altho 


14 
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ef they were accepted, let Monſieur de Torry it 


down, and conſider, what a Bargain would be made 


for France; let him remember his Joutney to the 
* Hague, and compare the Plans of 1709, and 1712. 
Monſieur de Torey has a Confidence in you: 


| © Make uſe of it once for all upon this Occaſion, and 


© convince him throughly, that we muſt give a dif- 
« ferent tutn to our Parliament and our People, ac- 


« eorging to their Reſolution at this Criſis. 
The next Letter from his Lordſhip to Mr. Prior, is 
upon the ſame Subject, and of the ſame Strain: We 
« are now, ſays his Lordſhip, at the true Criſis of our 
© Diſeaſe, we Die at once, or Recover at once; let 
France depart from that ſhameful Expedient by 
© which they thought to bubble us out of the Advan- 
tages which they had ſolemnly yielded, and all is well, 
© otherwiſe, j God, both they and we are undone. 
pray ſend Barton back as: faſt as poſſible ; the 
Queen can neither delay the Meeting of the Patlia- 
© ment longer than the zd, nor ſpeak to the Houſes, 
till; we bear from o. n gilt 
My Compliments to Monſieur de Torcy : Let 
* him know, that if they do not agree with the 


Queen, I. may perhaps be a Refugee, if I am, I pro- 


miſe before hand, to behave my ſlelf bettef in 


France, than the French Refugees do here. Make 
the French aſnam'd of their ſneaking Chicane; by 
* Heaven, they treat like Fedlars, ot, whien is 


. 


{ worſe, like Attorneys, Dns 1.19514 s 
As all theſe publick Tranſa@ions paſs'd through the 


Hands of Lord Bolingbroke, . who, although he was 


Secretary of State, acted Extra-provincially in all his 


Correſpondence with Fance; ſo it appears at the 


lame Time, that his Loxdfhip was not the only Per- 
lon in the Sectet ; but that a greater Influence chief 
y directed and governed all-theſe Councils. Andi my 
Lord Treaſurer, as in the great Affair of Journay, was 
in this Traniattion the et ief Conductor, as may very 
deaſonably be concluded by ſe ve ral Letters that Mr. 
Prior wrote about this Time to my Lord Treaſurer, 
although. Mr. Prior has not thought fit to 

Lettet from his Lordſhip to _ PESTS 
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It is to be obſerv d, that theſe Letters to my Loni 
Treaſurer, were chiefly wrote on the ſame Days that 
Mr. Prior ſent Diſpatches to the Secretaries of State, 
giving an Account of his Proceedings, and defiting 
the Queen's Directions upon them; but, it ſeems, he 
thought not that ſufficient without knowing my Lori 

Treaſurer's particular Pleaſure upon them. Fi; 
Mr. Prior's Dilpatch to the Secretary's Office, gi. 
ving a full Account of the preſent State of the Treaty, 
together with ſeveral Papers, Memorials, and Propoſi- 
tions relating to the Points in Diſpute, and concerning 
Commerce and North America, is dated (e) Decembe- 
the 28th, 1712. N. S. The Day after, (f) December 
the 29th, N. S. Mr. Prior writes to my Lord Treaſu- 
rer, and tells him, I have wrote a Book inſtead of 2 MW u 
Letter, to my Lord Bolingbroke, which I defire your 
Lordſhip would be pleaſed to run over, that knowing 
what I have done here, you may Honour me with 


your Commands as to what I am to do. Hs hopes ©; 
his Propoſal about Newfoundland, which he ſends his 1 
Lordſhip enclos'd, is ſuch as may terminate that Af. ] 
fait to our Advantage. If your Lordſhip is of the I 
fame Opinion, I ſhall have entire Satisfaction. 'W* | 
January the 8th, 1712-13. N. & (g) Mr. Prior ha- le 
ving ſent another full Account in Form to the Secre. Wl © © 
tary of State, writes the ſame Day to (9 my Loi p 

* of 


Treaſurer, that he had been in Conference with the 
French Miniſters, to adjuſt the Points undecided be- tc 
eween Her Majeſty and the King of France; that he Jan 
had ſent Lord Bolingbroke the Reſult of thoſe Con- MW once 
£ erences, as well what was agreed to by the French 
Miniſters, as his own Remarks upon each particular th. 
Head; and ſays, I hope your Lordſhip will find the MW * rif 
whole adjuſted ſo far to your Satisfaction, as that on 
our Plenipotentiaries may receive their final Qrders. 
J will not doubt but the whole Affair of Newfound: 
land is adjuſted to your defire ; there were ſome Points BM © ſen 
infiſted upon by our Plenipotentiaries, which the Mi- 
nilters here thought very unreaſonable ; and to fſay# 


Truth 


* 
2— 
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| (99) 
Truth to my Lord Treaſurer plainly, which I a little 
mitigate to my Lord Bolingbroke, I think not very 
reaſonable. He then gives an Account that Monſieur 


die Torcy was ſurpriz d, that the Dutch had but ig 


Part comply'd with, what Lord Srrafford declar'd to 
them to be Her Majeſty's Reſolutions, to which he 
hopes the Queen will ſend ſuch an Anſwer as may cut 
off all Delays ;z and upon this Occaſion Mr, Prior ſays 
to my Lord Treaſurer; This I only write to your 
+ Lordſhip, it being a. thing that ſhould not be cane» 
« vaſs'd in Council; and I have promis'd that the King 
* ſhould have Her Majeſty's Anſwer upon it, as he 


| 6 defires. 


January the 19th, 1712-13. N. S. (i) Mr Prior 
writes again to my Lord Treaſurer; acquaints him, 
That the Duke of Sh1ew/bury now lends to Lord Bo- 
$ linghroke the Subſtance. T their laſt, Conferences 
© with Monſieur de Torcy, upon the Subject of New- 
© foundland ;, to which 1 take Leave to add, That 
your Friend Torcy is in the laſt Concern to find the 
£ Duke's Inſtructions ſo ſtrict, in a Point which can 
not be given up by France, at a Time when we wel 
hop'd that Difference was adjuſted. Pray, my Lord, 
let us have your diſlinct and poſitive Orders hereup- 
on by the firſt, I ſend your Lordſhip enclos'd a Co- 
« py of my Letter to my Lord Bolingbroke, and Duke 
of Shrewſbury deſires, that we may have your Orders 
to finiſh. I believe Torcy writes himſelf to you. 
January the 23d, 1712-13 N. S. (k) Mr. Prior writes 
once more to my Lord Treaſurer, and tells him, L 
© have already wrote ſo amply to your Lordſhip, on 
the two great Points of Newfoundland, and the Ta- 
tiff of 1664, and ſo expect daily your lafl Orders up- 
on thoſe two Points, that I will not trouble you at 
' preſent further than to ſay, if theſe Two are ſettled, 
the Peace may be determined here to Morrow, and 
* ſent the next Day to Utrecht to be ſign'd. And on 
the 2d of February, 1712-13. (1) Mr. Prior ſays, to 
my Lord Treaſurer ; * If I defire you to write to me, 
it is becauſe I really * it for the Queen's Ser. 

| 2 vice; 
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vice; that in this great Poſt here you have put 
me, I may be able to ſay, I have the immediate 
Commands of my Lord Treaſurer; and in regard to 
that Friendſhip with which you have ſo publickly 
© honour'd me, and which, by the By, does all the 
© Buſineſs here. And on (m) February the 4th, © I 
fall direct my ſelf as you ſhall be pleas d to inſtru 
r ; 
If your Committee had found among the Papers de- i 
livered by Mr. Prior, My Lord Treaſurer's Anſwers 7 
to theſe Letters, they have Reaſon to believe it would 5 
Have appear'd from them, how far the giving up the fe 
Fiſhery of Newfoundland, and the accepting of the 91h . in 
Article of the Treaty of Commerce, was owing to his 70 


Lordſhip's immediate Orders. It feems, however, to WW ; 
be a very extraordinary Proceeding, that the Queen's BW de. 
Miniſters in France, acting by Her Authority, and un- 23 
ger Her Inſtructions, ſhould apply to my Lord Trea- 
furer, for his diſtinct and poſitive” Orders to releaſe Il ces 
them from ehe Queen's Inſtructions ; becauſe they are W Fre 
thought by the French Miniſters to be too ſtrict; and der 
If it be a Doubt, by whoſe Order or Advice it was me 
procure, ſo much is certain, that theſe Applications ¶ tot 

ad their defired Effect; and the Newfoundland Fiſnhe- by! 
Ty was given up; and the Advancages we were to te- Con 
ceive from being treated upon the Foot of Gens ami- Wi Shre 
ciſima, were all bury'd in that deſtructive Article, the ¶ tion 
9th Article of the Treaty of Commerce. ed; 


The Difficulties relating to North America and Com- N moſt 
merce, being in this Manner determined, France was ¶ ceive. 
wholly intent upon eoncluding and ſigning with Great ¶ turn: 
Britain, without taking in the reſt of the Allies; and Lord. 
in this they had the good Fortune to have the Con- into 4 
currence and Affiſtance of the Brit Miniſtry, © 
By good Management, the Diſpute raiſed at Urrecht 
had been ſo order'd, that the Miniſters of the Allies 
could not obtain any Conferences with thoſe of France, 
till the Points in Difference werpetuſted between Eng: 
and and France; by which Means* it was February 
1712-13. before the Dutch and French were ſuffered 
| - ir Pans to 
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ut to meet: And it being now the Buſineſs of France te 
te conclude with England ſeparately, the Temper the 
to French Plenipotentiaries appear'd in, made all Buſi- 
ly WE neſs ſo impracticable, that the Britiſi Plenipotentiaries 
he were under-a Neceflity of complaining of it to Lord 
[ Bolingbroke, and to acquaint him, February the 34. 
c 1712-13. The: French: (u) appear ſo very uncomplying: 
in every Point debated, and ſo very forward and poſit be 

de- in their Refuſal of a great many things; which tbe Dutch- 
ers took to be granted and ſettled, as well by Her Majeſty's 
nd Speech, as the Declarations lately, made by Lord Straf- 
the ford, that the Diſappointment they met with, put them 
oth Wh in the greateſt Conſternation: Real was: alfo given us. 
his to participate in theſe Difrontents, and io regard ſeveral: 
to MW things which appear contrary to ht Her Majeſty. bas: 
I declar'd, as very unfair; yet all that could ie ſaid pre 
,, . BN tht os 
es Your Committee is not ſurpriz'd,. that the Inſtan- 
ale Nees of their Excellencies had ſo little effect with the 

are ¶ French Plenipotentiaries, who then expected that Or- 
and ders ſhould be ſent to the Brizifþ Plenipotentiaries im- 
was mediately to ſign a ſeparate Peace, which, according, 
ons to their Expectations, were ſent (o) Feb. 20. 17121. 
ſhe- by Mr. S. John, Brother to the Lord Bolingbroke, 10” 
Conclude and Sign with. France as ſoon as the Duke f ; 
Shrew/oury thould ſend them Advice that the Propoli- 9 
tions he was to make at the French Count were accept - 4 
ed; and on the 28:h Lord Bolingbroke with the ut·- 
moſt Toy acquaints their Excellencies, Dat he had 16. 
ceived from the Duke of Shrewsbury the expected Re · 
turns; and which he doubted not would have reach'd their _ 


j 
bf 
4 
be 
ie 


and MLordfbips, He had therefore, without flaying to enter 
9 into any other Detail, diſpatchd a Counier to them, e 


renew thoſe Inſtructions which he hoped were leariy e- 
nough ſignify'd in thoſe Papers which his Brother carri- 
J. He acquaints them that the Duke of Shrewsbury 


bad declar 4, that their Lordſbips had Orders, in Caſa 


ance, 
Eng: be French comply d, as they now atually have done, 10 
ur} en Her Majeſty's Peace with France without further 
fered {Delay ; and that bis GEES alſo declar'd, that Kos 5 

| We 3 tha 
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Z 
this Caſe Her Majeſty would open the Parliament, 1 
telling them, She bad made a Peace with France, Theſe 
| two Conſiderations, his Lordſhip ſays, were perhaps the 
moſt prevalent Inducements to the French Court, to come 
roundly into Her Majeſty's Propoſitions 3 and the Queen 
thinks Her ſelf, for this Reaſon, ſtill the N 
n4ually religiouſly to fulfil 6 Promiſes. 
atter She will Her ſelf perform on Tueſday ; and the 
former, it is Her poſitive Command that your Lordfvijs 
make good as faſt as the neceſſary Forms 0 Preparing and 
executing the Inſtruments will allow. And his Lordſhip 
looking upon it now, that the chief Difficulties, relating 
10 the Treaty of Peace, were remov'd; as likewiſe in the 
Treaty of Commerce, by the Article drawn by himſelf, and 
propos d by the Duke of Shrewsbury, be gives their Ex- 
cellencies poſitive Orders, without any Delay, to execute 
the Treaties of Peace and Commerce. between Great Bri- 
V ̃ ̃ en hag ron 
On the 72h, and 20th of March, C. S. (p) Lord Bo- 
lingbroke repeats theſe poſitive Orders, and inſiſis, 
that the Peace ſhould be concluded with that Precipi- 
tation which Her Majeſty would have us d. And it 
is obſervable, that among all the Demands that wete 
made, ew Account of any Prince or Potentate, none 
attbis Time met with the leaſt Regard; when, at the 


- 


ame time, the Intereſt of the Princeſs Ur/inj is eſpous 


in the ſtrongeſt Terms: And in the ſame Letter, 


March 3. O. F. (q) where his Lordſhip, ſpeaking of 
the Conſequence of the Reſtoration. of the Elector 
of Bavaria to his Electorate; ſays, Her Majeſty does 
ut much enter into the Notion of the Degradation of 
Hanover as a Matter of any Importance. His Lordſbip 
declares, That the Principality in ſome Part of the Spa- 
nifh Netherlands, with a Revenue of 30000 Crowns, 4. 
mandel for the Princeſs Urſini, muſt be made to the En- 
Peror, and all Parties concern'd, a Condition, fine qui 
CER Coord? Peage,, © DET One 
But the Brit Plenipotentiaries,' who were to ſign, 
enn 
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Bolingbroke; Ve could ſay a-grent deal to juftifieonr can- 
rior Pore s — 7h French; 225 ſatisfy'$ 
that your Lordſhip would be of the ſame Opinion, if you 
were to ſee their Way of negotiating with all the Allies ; 
and how hard it is for us to obtain here what to your 
Lordſbip ſeems impoſſible the French ſhould make any Dif- 
fevlty , % . 
The repeated Orders to the Plenipotentiaries pre- 
vail'd at laſt ſo far upon them, as to acquaint the Al- 
lies, the Queen found it neceſſary to conclude Her oun 
Peace without Delay; and that Time ſhould be al- 
low'd thoſe that are not ready: But they ſtill avoid- 
ed the actual Signing till the reſt of the Allies, whoſe 
Treaties were in a Forwardnefs, were ready to fign 
with them ; and, to juſtifie themſelves, they ac* 
quaint the (/) Duke of Shrewſbury, That, beſides other 
Conſiderations, their chief Objetion was, that though 
they had Orders to ſign a particular Pence, yet their full 
Powers under the Great Seal, only Aut boriz'd them to 
negotiate, agree, and conclude the Conditions 7. a Good 


and General Fraee, agreeable to the Intereſtt of all, and 


each of the Allies. And what made them more averſe, 
was the great Importunity with which'the French puſb d 
them to fizn ſeparately. We are ſurpriz'd at the Eager - 
neſs of the French Miniſters to haue ut conclude ' with 
them alone, when ſo many of the Allies are, in a Man- 
ner, ready to join with ut; nor can we enough" appre- 
bend the Conſequences at Home of doing it alone. | 

Lord Bolingbroke, (t) who ſays he has not Sagaci- 
ty enough to find the Objections that the Plenipoten- 
tiaries had made to their fiſt full Powers, for their 
Satisfaction, ſends them a new Commiſſion, and te- 
peats to them poſitive Orders to ſign and conclude 
with France; for which Purpoſe they were to ap- 


* 


— 2 Day to deſire them to be ready; and at the 


ame Time to preſs ſuch as could not be ready by that 3 


Day, to fix ſome other on which they will ſign. 
By this new Commiſſion, his Lordſhip tells them, 


they have a Power, as before, tractandi why 


the Conditions of a EO General Peace, 


I 
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is no more than you are to do when you are to offer 
jointly with the Miniſters of Fance, a General Play 
xo the Allies. | | 6 % 
- . Theſe Difficulties of the Plenipotentiaries made my 
Zord | Treaſurer, ' who never fail'd to exert himſelf 
when he found it abſolutely neceſſary, think it high 
Time to interpole his Authority 3 and accordingly 
AMarch-;1/t, N. S. (u) wrote to my Lotd Straffard in 
this Manner; I muſt felicitate your Excellency upon th 
Succeſs of all your Zeal, and the true Love you have ſhewn 

0 your Queen, your Country, and Repoſe of all Europe, 
The remaining Danger is, leaſt we ſbould ſuff:r Ship- 
 wrack inthe ſight of the Poxt, The Nation here are Five 
Hundred 10 one for Peace, The Warriours are driven 
from their Out-works ; the laſt Retxenthment they have is 
Delay; and 1 muſt ſay, this ojerates much here © The 
Ferment begins io wok, and it will be impoſſible. to 
anſwer for the Turn the Page of Commons. will take, 
if theſe Delays provoke them further, They all feel how 
many Hundred Thouſand Pounds this needleſs Protradi- 
en coſſs them, We now maintain Forty Nine Thouſand 
fe tive Men by Land, and Thirty Thouſand, within 4 
ie, by Sea. In the mean. Time, the Merchants lit 
«ff, and will not come into Port; the Amuſement of Sto- "7 
1445, invented. by the Faction, and the Correſpondence and an 
Encouragement that Iurty gives to their Friends to hold by 
aut, and 10 wait far ſome unhappy Accident that may by 
unravel all which is done: Add io this, the ill Humour * 
#bich will grow in Members, by being kept fo long in 3 
Town idle ;, and, in one Word, all that bas been unſet- T: 
tied for many Days, is not worth-one Day's Charge Eng - 92 
land is at extraordinarily by this Delay. I find this | 
ſeems 10 be the prevailing univerſal Opinion here ; and = 
#hat- France has acquitted her ſelf, the only Stop is now 65 


at; Utrecht. But tnis Stop did not vow remain long; 41 
and as his Lordſhip never yet appeaied in vain, al 
further Obſlructions at Utrecht were after this ſoon te- * 
moved. Ap il the 1. 11, 1713. the Treaties of 6 
Peace and Commerce between Great Britain and France 5 0 
were ſign'd, between two and three in the Ame BY «x 
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This Example was follow'd by ſeveral of the Allies 
who came dropping in one after another; And laſt o 
all, when it was in vain to hold out any longer, the. 
F Dutch. bout Midnight fig 50 their Treaties of Peace 
ny and Commerce; and the ror and Empire alone, 
elf cho rather to bear the whote eight of the War, than 
gh ſubmit to ſuch di iſadvantages and difhonourable Terms 
ly as had been carv d out for them by England and France... 
in The Peace being thus ſetiled between Great Bri-- 
he tai and France,your Committee find, from the Negoti- 
nion which,remain'd {till to be carry'd on with Spain, 
2 that the Queens Plenipotentiaries 1 ſuffer a Clauſe 
Ja to be inſerted at the End of the 1555 Article of the 
ve Peace with Spain, whereby they 3 a Pretence ta 


7 a e to claim g Nicht to. fiſh at Nenfound. 
| a 

he The Words of the Article are thele; Whereas 11 
10 is infiſted' on the. Part of Spaio, that. certain Rights of - 


e, Fiſhing at the Hand o/ e Belo 55 the 
* Guipuſcbans, or ot ber Subjedi of the Cat holi 144 Fong i. 
He Her Britannick Majeſty & 1. agrees, that all 

nd fuch Privileges as the Guipuſcoans, and 87 People 7 
4 Spain, are able to make Claim 40 by Right,. Hall he. 44. 
„be and preſerv'd to them. 

by This Claim of the Spaniard: is contrary. to tlie 171 
ud and 815 Articles of the Treaty made with that Crown 
id WU by Sir /illiam Godolphin, 8 1B. 1805 July 2670. here. 
a by it is agreed, * That the moſt Serene: King of Great, 
Britain, His "Heirs and Succellors, ſhall have, hold, 
n i keep, and eojoy forever, with plegary Right o 
1 © $overti; ay, Dominion, Pöffeſſion, and Pr operty, - 
5” all t Linds, Regions, Illands, Colonies,. an 

4 + Places whatſoever, being or ſcituared in the Fe. 
u Indies os any Part of Anericqwhich the ſaid King 
W of G Bir ain, and his Su bjects; do. at e 
WH © told and poſſeſs. "oe. 2 
And that the Scbfgr aid Oe) 297 CITY Mer-- 
e. Febants, Captains, Mailers of - 6. | Mariners” 'of 
f the Kingdoms, Provinces: and ominions of each 
a © Conifeterate rel] dectibely, hall abſlain and forbear- 
'y "ro. fail and tt en-the- wy A 85 | Havens: Which 
8 zines, or Ware 
matey ag? re pt Hout 15 1 
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A « Houſes, and in all other Places whatfoeyer, poſ- 
ll © ſels'd by the other Party in the Veſt-Indies; to "wn 
3 „the Subjects of the King of Great Britain ſhall not 
c fail unto, and trade in the Havens, and Places, 
© which the Catholick King holdeth in the ſaid Indic; 
$ hor, in like Manner, ſhall the Subjects of the King 
of Spain fail unto, or trade in thoſe Places which 
- © are poſſeſs'd there by the King of Great Britain. 
The Board of Trade was conſulted upon the Sani- 
ards claiming a, Right to fiſh at Newfoundland, [oon 
after rhe late Peace, and returned the following An- 
ſwer to Lord Dartmouth, dated June the 13th, 
n CET T7 aoatd det ie 
*That 15 Obedience to her Majeſty's Commands, fgnify'd 
to 1 by your Lordſbi 7 of the ii Inſtant, We have couſ- 
dered the Extract of a Memoiul from the Marquis de 
Monteleone, relating to a Claim of the Inhabitants of the 
Province of Guipuſcoa, to fiſb on the Coaſt of Newfound- 
land; and thereupon take Leave to inform your Lordſhip, 
that we have diſcours'd with ſuch Perſons as are able 10 
give us Information in that Matter; and we find. that 
ſome Spaniards have come thither with Paſſes from Her 
Majeſty, and others may have fiſb'd there privately ;, but 
never any, that we can learn, did do it as of Right be- 

longing to them  _ 1 
| 5 the Act to encourage the T fade to Newfoundland, 
paſs d in the 10th and 1755 Years of His late Majeſty, 
when we were in Amity and Alliance with Spain, it is 
declar'd and enacted, That no Alien or Stranger what. 
ſoever, mot reſiding within the Kingdom of Ed Do- 
minion of Wales, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, foal 
at any time hereafter take, bait, or uſs any Sort of Trade, 
or Fiſhing whatſoever, in Newfoundland, or in any of 
the Iſlands adjacent: Purſuant to which A, Inſtruct ions 
have been given every Tear to the Commodores of the 

Convoys to prevent Foreigners coming tbiiber. 
The Committee find the mſelves at a Loſs to account 
for the Reafons that prevail'd with the Miniftry to 
admit the Inſertion of this Article; and upon this Oc- 
caſion they think themſelves oblig'd to acquaint the 
Houſe, that they find very few Footſſeps remaining of 
the whole Tranſaction” relating to Commerce with 
235 EL 
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Spain. . It appears, that the Management of it was en- 
truſted with Mr. Gill;ngham, an Iriſb Papiſt, ho was 


* 


ſent thither for that Purpoſe; for which Reaſon Lord 
Lexington, in his Letters to Lord Dartmouth, frequent- 


ly excuſes himſelf for not writing upon that Subject, 
Mr. Gillingham giving ſuch full Accounts of the Mat- 


ter; notwithftanding which, no one Letter from Mr. 
Gillingham to the Secretaries Office can be found; and 


the Committee are.induc'd to believe, that this whole 


Tranſaction was carry d on by another Way. From 


a Letter of Ld Lexington to Ld Dartmouth, of January 


the 9th, 1712. (v) wherein his Lordfhip, ſpeaking of 
the Buſineſs of Commerce, ſays, Mr. Gillingham: gives 
an Account of the Steps we have made, ſo I don't trouble 
you with them again; knowing that what goes to m Lord 
Treaſurer # the ſame as to your ſelf. NO apy” 

From this Paſſage. it appears evident to your Com- 
mittee, that a Correſpondence. was carry d on between 
the Earl of Oxford and Mr. Gilling ham, in relation to 


our Treaty of Commerce with Spain. But for want of 


the Papers which paſs'd between them upon this Sub- 
ject, your Committee is likewiſe at a Loſs to find what 
Motives could induce the Britz/þ Miniftry to admit fo 
eflentialan Alteration of the Treaty of Commerce, ſign d 
by the Queen's Plenipotentiaries, as is made by the 
Three Explanatory Articles, as they are call d, which are 
added to the {aid Treaty, and are, in an unprecedented 


\ 


Manner, inſerted in the Ratification of it; notwithe 


ſtanding it doth. not appear, they had ever been con- 
ſented to, much lels ſign d, by any of the Queen's Ple- 
nipotentiaries; amongſt other very material Diſad vans 
tages to which theſe Articles ſubje&t our Merchants, 
your Committee is inform'd, that, by Virtue of them, 
Spain does actually at this Time demand of our Mer- 
chants Fourteen per Cent. on Account of Cientos, Mille» 


nes, and Alcavalas, over and above Fifteen per Cent. 


which they exact for other Duties, No. (44) which ad- 
ded to them, amounts to no leſs than Twenty:Nine per 
Cent. whereas, tis notorious, that, during the Reign of 
K. Charles II. of Spain, the whole Duties exacted, and 
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paid by our Merchants for all Goods imported to the- 
leveral Ports of Spain, computed by an Avarage, did 
© "never exceed Ten per Gent. but rather fell ſhork of it, 
By what Management theſe Articles were ratified, an; 
now legal and watrantable it was to affix the Great 
Seal to Articles ſo-pernicious in their Contents, and 
-ſovirregularly offer'd, your Committee muſt ſubmit to 
the Conſideration of the Houſe. 
- Your Committee having thus gone through the 
chief Tranſactions relating to the Negotiations of 
Hase aud Commerce, proceed to offer to the Houſe 
war- they have found material in the Papers referi'd 
tothem concerning the Catalan. 
After ſeveral unſucceſsful-Artemprs by the Way of 
Mytugal and the Deſign upon Cadiz, to ſeitle K. Charles 
an the Throne of Spain; and that the Confederate Fleet 
tad appear'd before Barcelona in 1704. without the de- 
ſtred Succeſs ; Her Majeſty, in the Beginning of the 
Year 1705. feat Mr. Crowe as Her- Miniſter to Genoa, 
with private Inſtructions which are here anne xd, (>) 
No( 45.) to the following Effect: That Her Majeſty le- 
ing inform d, that the People of Catalonia were enclin'd 
to caſt off the Yoke impos d on them by the French; and 
by withdrawing themſelves fromthe Power of the Duke of 
Anjou, to return to the Obedience of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
was deſirous to maintain and improve that good Diſpoſiti- 
on in them; and to induce them to put the: ſame ſpeedily 
in Execution, had made Choice of bim io carry on fo great 4 
#51 k for the Advantage of her Service, and'the Good of the 
Common Caufe. He i therefore order d to repair to Genoa; 
Leghorn, or ſitch other neutral Country or Place;as he ſhould 
judge moſt proper for carrying on her Majeſty's Servite in 
this particular; and to treat with the Catalans, or any 
ther Feople of Spain, about their coming. into the Intereſt 
„ Charles the Third of Spain, and joining with Her Ma- 
Je and Her Allies Fur that Punpoſe be is40-inform him. 
felf, what Number of Forces they will raiſe, and-what they 
er telt all be ſent to im If any of the Nobility in. 
lt upon a Sum of Money to be advunc d to them, he mit 
Jute Wem, be does not deubt but he ſball ee 151 
Bok eee Soft: en 
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remit to them whatſoever us neceſſary 25 reaſonable for- 
their Support, as ſoon as they are atually in the Field": 
That he ſball give the Catalans, or other Spaiiiards,- 4, 
ſurunces of Her Majeſty's ut moſt Endeavour s to procure the 
Eſtabliſhment of all ſuch Rig bis and Immunities as they 
have formerly enjoy d under the Houſe of Auſtria: That 
She has for their furt her Satisfa#ion, ſent to K, Charles 
the Third, for Powers for confirming the ſame to them; 


| and that She is willing, if they infift on it, to give Her 


Guarranty that it Pall be done. | | 
Mr. Come trad alſo'a-Commiſſien () (Na. 46.) of - 
the lame Date with his Inſtructions, to treat with 


the Catalans upon the Terms before mentioned, upon 


| this expreſs Condition on their Side, that they ſhould 
acknowledge, and receive King Charles as lawful King 


en Ace e e 
He had with this, credential Letters (2) NS. (40 


| Sign'd by the Queen, directed te the Nobiſity, Mag i- 


ſtrates, and all Officers Civil and Military, of Catalo- 
nia, deſiring them to depend upon the Promiles he 
ſhould make them in Her Name. bees 
The Earl of Peterborow, and Sir Gloudeſiy Shovel, by 
their Inſſructions, () No (48). dated May 1. 1705 
ate lie wiſe orde: d to ule their Endeavours to induce - 
the Catalan to join with them in their Undertakings, 
and to animate that People to praſecute their Liber 
ty with more Vigour; they are empower d to aſſure 
them of the-Queer's Support, and to promiſe them 
in- the Queen's Name, that ſhe will ſecure them a 
Confirmation of their Rights and Privileges from 
the King of Spa in, that they may be ſettled on a laſt- 
ing Foundation to them and. their Poſexities. But 
leſt Perſwaſions alone ſhould not prevail, they are 
ordered, in Caſe the Catalan, make no ſuitable Re- 


turn to theſe kind Offers, to annoy the Tons on the 
Coaſt of Spain, and to reduce them by Force. 


In Conformity to theſe Inſtructions, a Declaration 
was drawn here, and deliver d by MriSecretary Har- 
le tothe Earl of Fererborom, for his Lordſhip to pub 
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1 
lm in Spain, full of Aſſurances in the Queen's Name, 
of Support, and of their Liberties on the one hand, 
and Threats on the whos 3 which ade 
Lordſhip, on his Arrival in Spain, did accordingly 
Een e 
-- The Succels- of that Expedition needs not be her: | 
particularly mention'd, King Charles, in his Letter ” 
io the Queen, of October 22. 1705. gives an Account . 
of them, and what they were owing to, viz. be # 
*, Aſſurances of your Majeſty's generous Protection, up. BY , | 
on which my Subjects in Catalonia expaſe! their Lives WM 

F-608 Fortunes: S31GHod aft T 51 ponu< uu ny) of fl 

No want of Fidelity or Zeal for the Common Cauſe, 0 
duting a long War, that abounded with extraordina- 
y Turns of Fortune, was ever objected to theſe Peo- WM , 
_ ple ;onche contrary, they received to the laſt the Ap-- W, 5 
— of the Allies, and Aſſurances repeated to them e 
y every General and Miniſter that was ſent from Great 8 
Britain to that Country, that they ſhould. never be M 
abandon d. 4 * Ai inn Eq, | 
When the Queen-enter'd into ſeparate Meaſures of WM, ** 
Peace, Lord Lexington was ſent Ambaſſador to Spain, 
at which Time, conſidering the Circumſtances of King 
Philip's Affairs, and the Obligations he had then re- 
ceived from the Queen, the Catalan Privileges, if plain- 
ly demanded and inſiſted upon, could not have been 
refuſed; and without it, could never be expected to 
be granted to a People ſo remarkably zealous for the 

Common Cauſe. /- - His ee mine 
- But his Lordſhip's Inſtructions, (5) No (50), inſtead 
of directing him to inſiſt upon this, as a Condition of 
the Queen's coming into the Peace, order him only 
to Repreſent to the Court of Spain, that it is no leſs for 
the King's Intereſt, than for the Queen's Honour, that 
a general Amneſty without Exception be granted to 
all Spanzards who have adher'd to the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and in a particular manner to the Catalans, with re» 
gard to their Perſons, Eſtates, Dignit ies and Privileges, 
Theſe Inſtructions, tho' very defective, were not 
complied with; for Lord Lexington, in the ui os 
| D3- GI 59} 99S. 3) 2 5< oy cout 
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ticle of his Paper, which is call d Demands, (c)N®(s r), 
deliver'd to the Court of Spain, upon his Arrival 
there, expreſſes himſelf thus; That, the Queen 
« prays bis Catholick Majeſty, that a general Amneſty 
without Exception be -granted;*. but leaves out the 
Words in his Inſtruftions with-regard to their Perſons, 
Eſtates, Dignities and (Privileges. 

The King's Anſwer was, (d) That the general 
© Amneſty relating entirely to the general Peace, was 
© not proper for the preſent Treaty; and therefore.he 
© leaves it to be then treated of; that his Majeſiy will 
make Uſe of his great Clemency, provided the 
Queen will contribute to the Safety, to the Repoſe, 
and to the Inte reſis of ſo many faithful Subjects, who, 
* according to their Duty, had followed his righteous 
Cauſe in Flanders, and in all the Parts of 1tzaly ; and 
| that an expreſs Article be inſerted in the Peace, 
n * wherein it ſhall be declared, That all Subjects who 
have done their Duty, by adhering to his Catholick 
be . Majeſty, ſhall be eſiabliſh'd in their Eſtates and Ho- 
F pours, of what Nature ſoe ver they be, which they 
enjoyed when they were under his Obedience; and 
that they may mortgage, exchange or ſell, at their 
5 Pleaſure-z and that they ſhall bave full Liberty te 
continue in the Service of their King; and that nei- 
© ther upon this Pretext, or any other whatſoever, 
they ſhall receive the leaſt Prejudice, or the leaſt 
the il Harm in their Eſtates and Honours, or any Moleſta- 
| tion whatever; and that any Municipal Law to the 
ood WM. contrary (if there be any ſuch) ſhall be made void 
ar y the Treaty of Peace. 1 


Lord Lexington tranſmits this Anſwer to England 


of which, tho' containing a direct Refuſal at preſent of 
nar bat was deſired, and only general Aſſurances of Cle- 
10 neney from the King, on Conditions that could not 
ia poſſibly be expected to be complied with; yet bis 


Lordſhip in his Letter to Lord Dartmouth; (e) writes 
Word, That the 11th Article (which js this about the 
Litalans) was agreed to; and thinks what they deſire 
(c) Car, Book, Do. f.g2 (8) Car, Book, Dos F 27. 
le Cat. Zook, Fc 25. 7 | | 
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is but Juſtice : And then goes on; Thus, My Lord, 
„ have finiſh'd my Negotiation in the beſt Manner! 
could, and hope it will be to her Majeſty's Satisfaction 

No Diſſatisfaction was ſhewa by the Miniſtry in Eng- 
land, either with this-Manner-of Negotiating, or the 
Fruitlelneſs of it, (e) but he is ordered to proceed 
in the Buſinels, both as it was an Act of Humanity, 
which every one to the utmoſt of their Power ought 
to promote; and that the Intereſt of the King of Spain 
was moſt nearly concern'd by that-Means to get the 
Germans out of the Country. 
Hereupon another Memorial for an Amneſty is pre. 
ſented, () the Motive us'd to induce the King to grant 
it, is his-on Intereſt, and to remove the Germany, 
without any Notice taken of the Queen's Honour 


ar 


being concern'd in the Aﬀair, Þ 124 
The King anſwer'd, (g) That the Catalan had de- ia 
E-ſerved little from him; that they were now reduc'd of: 
to a fmall Extent of Ground, by the with-drawing of g 
the Troops of Britain and Portugal; that his Troops Mt 1uc! 
and thoſe of the King his Grandfather, were en- mai 
6-rring into their Country by three ſeveral Ways; MW 1: 
therefore more in Complaiſance to the Queen; than be « 
for the Arguments that trad been offer d, he was wi! uf 


<-Jing to grant his Pardon to thoſe Catalans,” who 2c· Wt © fic 
© -knowledging his Clemency, and repenting them orf © th: 
their Error, ſhould ſubmit to his Dominion and Va,. th: 
© ſalage, within a Time to be prefix Cd 
Count Sinzendorf, (þ)-in the Project for Evacuating WW uec 
Catalonia, inſiſted upon the preferving the People theit ſhe d. 
Pri vileges: But the King of Spain refus'd it, and would ber, a 


only grant them an Amneſiy and Pardon. et in 
. - Lond Dartmouth, in his Letters both to the Marquis Wl: 1 
vas t 


de Monteleone, (i) and Lord Lexington; lays, '* He cat 
not expreis the Queen's Surprize to hear; that the 
© Piivileges of the Catalans were not intended to be 
preſerved to them by the Court of Spain ; that 72 
7. CCC 
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However Lord Dartmouth thinks it convenient the 


good, and the Peace agreed and ratifted. © 


pPriz d, and vexed to find by the uncouth way of ex 


1 Scheme is abſurd and inconfiſtent with all the reſt 


and the ſame Day that this Letter was writ, diſpatch! 


5 E 4 . 
of refuſing this, and whatever elſe he ſhould think fit, 1 
The manner how Spain gain'd this important Point BW ger: 
appears to be as follows: Lord Dartmouth had acquzin- Wl þe 
ted Mr. Prior, that Lord Lexington was not to acknow- ¶ Lor 
tedge oy as King of Spain, till he had agreed to the ¶ tent 
Demands his Lordſhip was to make in the Queen's B+ te 


Name. | 


Sentiments of the French Court ſhould be known upon 
this Matter as ſoon as poſſtible. 

This Method of Proceeding with Spain was very 
much diſlik'd in France, and Mr. Prior writes Loig 
Dartmouth a very elaborate Letter, full of Monfteur Tor- 

's Reaſons to induce our Miniſtry to recede from that 
Point, and concludes with this remarkable one; That 
the whole Treaty being Eventual, this Acknowlede- 
© ment of Philip as King of Spain, would fall as the 
© other Points, unleſs the Conditions were - made 


Hereupon Lord Bolingbroke determines this Matter I ſieur 
in Favour of Spain, by imputing the former Directions ¶ draw 


to Lord Dartmouth's miſtaking the Queen's meaning, the 


and writes Mr. Prior Word that he was equally ſur. 
laining the Queen's Senſe,” that Mr. Prior had bee Mini! 


led to imagine it was intended Lord Lexington ſhould that 


make any difficulty of acknowledging the King of Sam ¶ rica 
as ſuch, * The proceeding this way, by acknowledging that) 
© the King in the firſt Place, (ſays his Lordſhip) ſeems Hal B 
“natural, civil, and unexceptionable, but any other N Cyeaf 


* of our Proceedings; and then coneludes, For God's M: obta 
fake, dear Matt, hide the Naked neſs of thy Country, And 
& and give the beſt turn thy fertile Brain will fu- his E. 
niſn thee with, to the Blunders of thy Country- men tiatio 
© who are not much better Politicians than the Frencb with 
s are Poets. „% ES 8s WELLES 5: 8 of 
Lord Dartmouth it ſeems thought fit to acquieſct, 


Orders to Lord Lexington, to acknowledge King Pl 
Hp in the firſt Place, notwithſtanding his former l (o) 
arucaons to the bitt. 


(115) 

But to return to the Catalan. Nor did the Mini- 
ſters ſhew that Zeal for the Queen's Honour as might 
| be expected, but plainly gave this Matter up (o). 
Lord Bolingbroke in his Letter to the Queen's Plenipo- 
tentiaries at Utrecht, tells them, * It is not for the In- 
' tereſt of England to preſerve the Catalan Liberties, 
and likewiſe begs leave to make an Obſervation to 
© them, that the Gali Privileges are the Power of 
the Purſe and Sword; but that the Caſtilian Pri vi- 
* leges, which the King of Spain will give them (in 
© exchange for their Catalan) are the Liberty of Trade- 


ing, and reſorting to the Weft-Indies, and a Capaci- 


* ty of holding thoſe beneficial Employments the 
King has to beſtow in America, which, ſays his 
* Lordſhip, are of infinitely greater Value to thoſe 
* who intend to live in a due Sabjection to Authority. 
Lord Lexington allo, inftead of ſupporting the Ca- 
talan Privileges, treated the People as Rebels, and to 
induce Spain to make Peace with Turtugal, puts Mon- 
fieur Orry in mind of the neceſſity Spain is in of with- 
drawing their Troops from Andaluſia, in order to end 
the Rebellion of the Catalants. (p) N (53. 
When the (2) Convention (r) was forc'd upon the 


* « ® 


Emperor for the evacuating Catalonia, the Imperial 
Miniſters at Utrecht inſiſted upon the preſerving by 
that Treaty the Privileges of Catalonia, Majorca, anc 
Ivica; but France and her Confederates —_— that 
that Matter ſhould be refetred to the Peace, the Impe- 
tial Miniſters at laſt acquieſc'd, upon the Queen of 
Great Britain*s declaring again, Thatſhe would inter- 
* poſe her good Offices in the moſt e ffectual Manner to | 
obtain the Privileges of Catalonia, Majorca, and Tvica * gn 
And the French King engag'd at the ſame time to joyn — 
his Endeavours for that Purpoſe. Hereupon the Nego- 
tiation in Spain was kept up till our Treaty of Peace 
with that Crown was ripe, by which the Catalan Liber- 
ties were to be abandon'd. This Lord Lexington 
urg, (O, comenting Himieit wich pretend en 
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that Article at the ſame Time he fign'd it; as he had 


writ Word before he-intended to do, and that there- 
fore the Queen was entirely at liberty to reject it. 
- Notwithſtanding the King of Spain's former refu- 


fal, Lord Lexington is again directed to inſiſt upon the 


Catalan Privileges, and is again told, (2) That the 
Queen thought her {elf obliged by the ſtrongeſt Ties, 
viz. thoſe of Honour and Conſcience, to inſiſt upon it; 
for a People whom the Neceſſity of the War had obli- 
ged her to draw into her Intereſt. . His Lordſhip had 
ſign'd the Treaty with Spain before theſe Orders to 


preſent another Memorial arrived. 


He thereupon acquaints the Marquis of Bedmar, 
that he was ſorry he was oblig'd to do any thing 
which he knew was againſt the King's Sentiments, but 
having receiv'd expreſs Orders, he muſt follow his 
Duty, and preſents the following Memorial. 


TRE under-written (2) Miniſter of the Queen of 
Great Britain, in purſuance of the ſtri& Orders 
he receiv'd the laſt Poſt, is oblig'd moſt humbly 
to renew the Inſtances he has ſo frequently made to. 
Your. Majeſty, in favour of the Cazalans; The Queen 
orders, him to repreſent, ,tbar.ſhe oy nothing more # 
heart, than to obzain for thoſe People the ſame Privi- 
leges they formerly enjoy d, which ſhe thinks her (elf 
oblig'd to do, by the two ſtrongeſt Motives that are 
poſlible, viz. Honour and Conſcience, that ſhe may 
not leave a Nation, which the Misfortune of War o- 
bliged her to draw into her Intereſt, in-a- worſe Condl. 
tion than ſhe found them. She hopes, that afterall 
the Pains ſhe has taken for procur ing a ſol id and laſling 
Peace to Europe, Your Majeſty will not leave her with 
the Grief of having been the Occaſian of the Loſs of 
the Privileges of that People, but rather that in re- 
gard to the ſtrict Friendſhip which with God's Bleſ- 
ſing is ſo near being eſtabliſſi d between both Your Ma- 
jeſties, as welas the Union ſo neceſſary to the Inte- 
reſts of both Nations; Your Majeſty will not make am 
Difficulty any longer to grant this Favour to Her Ma. 
xeſly, which ſhe has ſo much at heart. (u) Tbe 


(Do. fo or, & 79. (2 Do f & 95. 


(17). 


The Marquis de Bedmar's Anſwer (u) to this Memos 
tial was, That this Point about the Catalans having 
been debated in the Treaty lately concluded, and 


ſgn'd in this Court by his Excelleney and himſelf, 


which his Excellency will own, and may be pleas'd 
to acknowledge, the King does not ſee that any thing 


further is to be done in the Matte. 


This Treaty was ſent to England, and ratified by the 


Queen, (w) Lord Dartmouth lays that Lord Bolingbroke 


had the principal ſhare in the Negotiation, and that 
the Article of the Catalant was put in as ſoft Terms 
as was conſiſtent with the Queen's Honour to allow. 


The Terms of the Treaty are, (x) That the Cata- 


ans ſhall have the ſame Privileges as the King's beſt 


belov'd Subjects the Caſtilians enjoy. 


When the King of Spain (y) had received this con- 


vincing Proof of our Miniſtry's Attachment to his 


Intereſts, and that the heforemention'd Ties of the 


Queen's Honour and Conſcience were of no force with 


them when oppoſed to his Defires, he takes a further 
Step, and directly propoſes to Lord Lexington, that the 
Queen would aſſiſt him with Ships to block up Barce- 


long. No (56.) . 


His Lordſhip's Anſwer was, That he was afraid this 


Propoſal would meet with this Difficulty, That her 
Majeſty would be very unwilling to lend her Ships to 


exterminate a People that had taken up Arms in a 
great meaſure at the Inſtigation of her Miniſters: And 
that ſhe would think ſhe had done enough to gratifie 
the King, in not inſiſting upon the preſerving for 
them their ancient Liberties, without helping to de- 
roy them. But the Regard the Miniftry had to this 


| Requeſt of the King, will-afterwards appear. 


53300 
The French Ambaſſador and the' Princeſs det Urſin: 
propoſed to Ld Lexington; and the Night befctre he 


left Madrid, the King lent for him, and engaged him 


to write a Letter, concerted: with, and approved by 


— 


1 


K. 
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the King, to the Regency of Barcelona, (a) Ne ( 
ene ſubmit themſelves to their King. Hy 


Lordſbip aſſures them of his : conſtant Endeavours u 7 
do the beſt he could for them; that God had not per ple 
mitted him to do more than he had done: That i und 
they would take their Reſolutions ſoon, before h Inſt 
was out of Spain, he would write. for them in the 18 
manner they ſhould deſire; and concludes his Letter der- 
with new Aſſurances of his Concern, for their In... 
„ :dr aretuumattin brad fo): Que 
To make this appear the more friendly to them, he Dep 


tells them, he had entruſted the Conſul at Alicant to Sard 
get this Letter conveyed to them, upon ſome Pretend: on; 
or other; tho? a Duplicate of it was allo ſent to the 
Count of Lecheraine, one of the King of Spain's Ge. by tl 
nerals before the Town, with Direction to have it ſent ¶ yall 
in as by a Deſerter, without his Knowledge. No (58 ent < 
- Mr. Burch, his Lordſhip's Secretrary, amongſt othe I take 
Reaſons, (5) gives this for the writing this Letter; ing i 
That if the Catalan: had a mind to accommodate, the ¶ he. ſe 
Queen would have the Mediation; and if they had not, ¶ duce 
that then the Court of Spain would ſee, that her Ma, that 
jeſty would be always ready to ſerve them, No (59% Wiary ! 
But this Artifice to induce the Catalans to abandon an er 
their Defence in hopes of his Lordſhip's good Offices, And 
had no effect upon Men determined to die for the L-. Minha! 
berty of their Country.  - | | f 
Nothing but Force could extort that from them; WM Squa 
and therefore Sir Patrick Lawleſs, in September, 1713. whic 
preſents a Memorial, (c) No (Go.) to the fame effed WM dienc 
with what was propoſed the Month before to Lordi It 
Lexington in Spain, ſrtting forth that the Citalans and 1/t 
Majorcans had not ſubmitted themſelves to the King; the T 
Obedience, and interrupted all Commerce and Core MM in th 
ſpondence in the Mediterranean, and ſubmits it to the IM their 
Conſideration of the Queen, hot only as Guarantee of MW Meth 
the Treaty of Evacution, but as it concerned the Inte- ¶ quain 
Teſts of Great Britain; and therefore his Catholick red it: 
Majeſly hopes the Queen will order a Squadron of her if affere 
Ships ta reduce his Subjects to their Obedience, and tionir 
EX „ ro # | | there- Sh 
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hereby complete the Tranquility of Spain, and of the 
Mediterranean Commerce. 
As ſoon as the Seaſon of the Year would permit, a 
per Fleet is accordingly fitted out for the Mediterranean, 
at i under the Command of Sir James Wiſbart, whole fixit 
e de Instructions bear Date 28 Feb. and the Additional 
the 8 March, 17 14, by which (4) Vo (Gr, & 62.) he is or- 
enen ger ed to inforce a, riet Qblervance of the Treaty of E- 
le vacuation in all its Parts, upon any Complaints of the 
Queen's Subjects, of Intetruptions of Commerce, or 
be Deptedations by the Veſſels of Catalonia, Majorca, 
to ard inia, Naples, and other Places, to demand Rellituti- 
ene on; and in cale of a Refuſal, to make Repriſals. To 
the repair with the Fleet before Barcelona, then beſieged 
by the Enemy, and demand immediate Payment of the 
len Value of the Queen's Stores in the Town, or a ſuffici- 
58 Nent Security for Payment in ſome teaſonable time. To 
ther take care to time his Arrival before the Town, accord- 
er; WF ing to the Advice s from Lord Bingley, then deſign d to 
the BY be ſent to Spain By the ftrongell Repreſentations to in- 
not, WF duce the Regency of Barcelona to accept of the Ter 
Ma BE that ſhall be obtained for them. To take all the nec 
„Mary Meaſures purſuant tothe Queen's Intent ions to put 
don BY an end to the Confuſions that now 1eign in thoſe Parts: 
And all proper Methods of e induce the 
L- lababitants of Ma jarca to ſubmit to the Terms that ſhall 


be olteted them; and In cale of Refulat,to C, e 


ere for reducing them to a due Ob 
lence. ert nn . „ n 
It may, not be improper in this Place, to take notice, 
/f. That altho' the Queen had engaged her ſelf by 
the Treaty of Evacuation, to interpoſe her good Offices 
in the moſt e ffectual manner, to obtain the Catalans 
their Liberties, yet inſtead thereof the moſt effectual 
Methods were uſed to the contrary, and Mr. Prior ac- 
quainted Monfieur Torcy, that the Queen was aflu» 
red the Catalans would ſubmit upon the Terms before 
offered by the King of Spain, without ſo much as men- 
tioning their ancient Privileges any more, (e) No ( G3 ) 


[4 : 


Squadron, in countevancing and affiting all Aegis 


. 
= 0... 
Adly. F) That the French King who had put himſeſ 
under the ſame Obligation as the Queen, by the ſai? 
Treaty, after this Account from Mr. Prior, of the 
Queen's Sentiments, thought fit alſo not to ask for 
their Privileges; Mr. Torcy alſo alledging, that the 
King had little Intereſt with the Court of Spain, 
34ly. (g) That Britain was under the ſame Enga 
ments by that Treaty, to ſupport the Privileges of Ma. 
Jorea, as thoſe of Catalonia, at the time Sir Fame: Vi. 
Part had direct Orders to attack them, | © © © 
= 4thly. () That when theſe rigorous Meaſures were 
forming againſt the Catalan, Lord Bolingbroke writes 
word to Mr. Prior, That by what we obſerve in the 
* Catalan Agent here, of whom we have never taken 
©* the leaſt notice as a publick Man, it js pretty 
© plain that a reafonable Accommodation might be 
© made, as he expreſſes it, with that Turbulent People, 
No (64.) What was called Turbulency in the Catalans, 
may appear by their Anſwer;to the Duke of Popoli, the 
King of Spain's General, who ſummoned them to ſur- 
render. They told him, they would die rather than be 
Slaves; but if their ancient Liberties were confirmed 
to them, they would open their Gates, and receive 
ammelin 8 | 
Ihe Houſe of Lords exprefs'd their Concersy in- 
| blick Manner for the Miſeries of the Catalan, and 
heit Addreſs to thie Queen, April 3, 1714. made it 
their moſt humble and eerneff Reguett to her Majeſy, 
©PFhatShe would be gracioufly pleasꝰd to continue het 
Interpoſition in the moſt preſſing manner, that the 
Cat al n may have the full Enjoyment of their juſt 
and ancient Privileges continued to them. 
Her Majeſty's Anſwer was, That at the time ſhe 
concluded her Peace with Spain, ſhe reſolved to uſe 
her Tnterpoſition upon evety occaſion for obtaining 
thoſe Liberties, and to prevent, if paſſible, the Mis- 
fortunes to which that People are expoſed by the 
Conduct of thoſe more nearly concern'd to help them. 
E © EIn 48 Rc * Ann 4 Here- 
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id Hereupon, for Form's ſake (a), and to allay the In- 
he dignation conceived againſt the Miniftry by the Peo- 
for WY ple in general, who compaſſionated the Calamities 
he of thoſe who fought for Liberty; the Demand of the 
Catalan Privileges is again put down in Lord Bingley's 
ge Inſtructions, who was before ordered to go to Spain, 
1s. but was never ſent. 
Vi- So that the only Favour obtained from the Mini- 
try by this earneſt Addreis of the Houſe of Lords, 
ere in behalf of the Catalans, was an Intimation (6b) ſent 
tes by Lord Bolingbroke to the Admiral, not to appear 
the before Barcelona, nor to attack the Majorcans, till he 
zen WW ſhould hear from Lord Bingley, and receive Directions 
try from England. And alſo a Letter from his Lordſhip 
be to Mr. Grimaldo, above two Months after the Ad- 
le, Were, tho the Town was inveſted at the Time of 
mm, making it, wherein he makes a kind and friend]! 
the Complaint, as he terms it (c), that the Catalan Pri- 
ur- vileges had not been 1 granted them, nog any rea- 
de Wſonable Terms offered; which they muſt either have 


ned accepted, or forfeited the Queen's Compaſſion, and 


ive that of the whole World. 
| The Admiral had alſo his Scruples, whether his 


a orders, couch'd in ambignous Terms, would juftify 
nd him in attacking Barcelona. He therefore writes to 
: it Lord Bol ing brołę and Lord Bingley upon it (d), and ſub- 
iy, its it to Lord Bingleys Conſideration, whether the 
ef WCotalans might not refuſe Conditions that may be 
the oft advantageous, if they find he is not to act hy 
juſt Nforce; and Ears that his Orders to act before 


barcelona; either by Force or otherwiſe, may be very 
plain and clear; affuring him that he will moſt punc- 
ully obey thoſe already given him, and ſuch as he 


ins ban hereafter receive. 

Iis- When Sir James Wiſhart arrived at Cadix, he gave the 
the orernour a Lift of the Ships under his Command for 
em. e Mediterranean Service, who ſent it immediately to 
16 e) Madrid; but tho ſeveral Meſſages came from Court 
- d the Governour during the Admirat's Stay there, 


% Do. f. 1 95. (6) Lord Bolingbroke to Sir James Wiſhart, 
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only. 


Mr. Grimaldo, who ſent him the King's Order for ex 
empting the Proviſions for the Fleet from paying 
any Duty. He tells him, that this Exemption wa of 
uſually granted to the Admiral himſelf that com 
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no one Compliment was made him, to fignify hi 
Arrival was welcome, or any Queſtion asked, about 
what Services he was to perform, which a little ſur- 
prized him; that as ſoon as they had an Account at 
Madrid, of his Arrival at Cadiz, Mr. Orry was di. 
-patched to Catalonia with full Power to treat with 
the Catalans ; ſo that, ſays he, it would appear, that 
tho the King of Spain has all the Advantage of the 
Queen's Ships, as much as if they were actually be. 
Fore Barcelona, by repreſenting to thoſe People, which 
they very well know, our Arrival in theſe Parts, and 
how far we are on our way to the Mediterranean, yet 
the King would not ſeem to owe the Succeſs of ſuch 
Agreement to the Queen and her Ships, but to Franz 


But this Negotiation of Mr. Orry failing of Sue. 
ceſs, by the Catalans refuſing to ſubmit without hay: 
ing their Liberties granted them, obliged the Count . 


of Spain to take more notice than otherwiſe the ©? 


were inclined to do of the Admiral, who from 4 *2 
cant writes to Lord Bingley, then expected at Had ue 
That he had received a very civil Letter () fru *2 


manded, but being a Trifle, he ſubmits it to hi rec 
Lordſhip's better Judgment, whether the granting the 
him this, might not be a means to prevent 20 94 
thing that might be intended by the Court at Madis the 
more to his Advantage, and leaves it to his Loc Pre 
ſhip's Conſideration what may be moſt for his Inte and 
reſt at that Place; and hopes by his Friendſhip to the! 
find ſome Marks of Favour from thence, in reg Me 
to his Expence in this Expedition, ſo much intendel fabl 
for their Service, and for which he has no allowancl Que 
from home but his Pay, which will not defray hal tor 1 
TJ... ̃ g the 
In another Letter of Sir James Wiſhart to Lo Pan. 
eee eee . 
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Bingley, he acquaints his Lordſhip, that tho he had 
formerly defired him to move the King of Spain, that 


the Grant of Exemption of Duties for Proviſions 
for the Fleet might be made to himſelf, yet upon 


| farther Conſideration of the Matter, which is but 


of ſmall moment, and may appear greater at the 
Court of Spain and England than really it is, he de- 
fires his Excellency not to take any notice of it, but 
let it ſtand as it does; and deſires (g) his Excellency's 
Countenance and Aſſiſtance upon any other occaſion 
that the Court of Madrid might take-to expreſs their 
Good-will to him. No (66.) Nor was it long before 
the Admiral gave the Court of Spain more particu- 
lar Proofs that he was not unworthy of their expec- 
ted Favours. pri 0 138 

After Barcelona had been inveſted a confiderable 
time by the Spaniards, and reduced to great Difficul- 
ties for want of Proviſions, the French King, tho en- 
gaged with the — — by the Treaty of Evacuation, 
to a his good Offices in the moſt effectual man- 
ner, in favour of the Catalan Liberties, thought fit 
to ſend his Troops againſt them, commanded by Mar- 
mal Berwick, who opened the Trenches before Barce- 
lma the firft of July, O. S. 1714. And on the Eighth 
of the ſame Month, Sir James Wiſhart, in the Queen's 
Name, writ them a threatning Letter, N® (67.) di- 
reed to the Deputies (6b), and others who poſſeſſed 
the Government there, telling them, that Complaints 
had been made of their —— the Commerce of 
the Queen's Subjects, and that they had inſolently 
preſumed to take, carry up, and plunder their Ships, 
and uſed the Men in a barbarous manner: he had 
therefore thought fit to ſend Captain Gordon with two - 
Men of War, to repreſent to them theſe unwarran- 
table and preſumptuous Proceedings; and by the 
Queen's Command demands immediate Satisfaction 
for the ſame, and the Puniſhment of the Officers of 
the Ships with the utmoſt Severity. If this be not 
punctually complied with, he leaves it to themſelves 
to judg what the Conſequences may be. 
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The Deputies returned Anſwer, Ne (68.) * That 
© only one of thoſe Veſſels mentioned in Captain 
© Gordon's Memorial (i) was taken by them into Ba. 
© celona, being laden with Salt, for which they paid 
© the Price immediately to the Captain of it; that 
< being beſieged, they thought they might do ſo with 
< Juſtice, and by the Law of Nations; that they 
c were far from living like Pirates, as their Enemies 
< ſuggeſted in order to diſtreſs them, by preventing 
< any one's coming with Proviſions for their Relief; 
that what Engliſh Veſſels had entred their Port with 
Proviſions, had been well treated, and had freely 
ſold their Merchandize, and at a higher Price than 
they could have got any where elſe ; that they had 
paid them with their beſt fort of Mony, and to 
all their Satisfactions; that they had that Day pub- 
£ liſhed an Order, forbidding, upon pain of Death, 
< any of their Ships to moleſt any Engliſh, even tho 
they were going with Proviſjon to the Enemy. 
© They hope his Excellency will be ſatisfy'd with 
their Conduct, which is conformable to the Rights 
of People that are befieged; aſſuring him, that 
when they ſhall know of any of their Ships, either 
with Commiſhon, or without, that ſhall have cau- 
ſed the leaft Damage to any Engliſh, they will not 
only immediately inflict a rigorous Puniſhment, but 
re pa ir all the Damage; deſiring to live in the good 
Correſpondence they have had with his noble and 
« generous Nation, with the utmoſt Deference for 
< the Queen, and ready to obey his Excellency's Or- 
ders with all Affection and ReſpeR. . 

The Government of ( Barcelona, in their Extremi- 
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ty, writ another Letter to the Admiral, dated July 23. 


N (gg.) ſetting forth, That his Excellency very 
* well knew that the Engagement Catalonia entred 
£ into to receive Charles the Third for their King, 
vas founded on the Protection of the High Allies, 
© but moft particularly of England, without which 


they were not capable of undertaking ſo great an 


* —_— . 
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« Enterprize. That they had for ſeven Years toge- 
© ther endeavoured to ſerve the Engliſh Nation in 


© every thing it was poſſible for them to do, by con- 
© tributing Troops and confiderable Sums of Money 


| © without Intereſt. And tho they had pleaſed them- 


© ſelves with the Thoughts of the Happineſs to be 
* always Subjects of Charles III. yet by the ordinary 
Change to which Human Affairs are liable, they 
© now ſee the Troops of the Duke of Anjou, aided by 
© the French, Maſters of all the Principality except 
© Barcelona and Cardona; committing through the 
* whole the moſt execrable Hoſtilities, Burnings, 
© and Plunderings, without ſparing the Effuſion of 
innocent Blood, and without Diſtinction of Age 
dor Sex. | | 

That for a Year together the Enemies Army 
© had oppreſſed Barcelona by Sea and Land, making 
them continually ſuffer the Calamity of ſo long a 
Blockade; during which Time the Enemies have 
* thrown Fourteen Thouſand Bombs into the Town _ 


! men nave ruined the greateſt part of the Houſes; 


that now they expect to be attacked in Form, and 
© that in twenty four Hours the Town will be bat- 
© tered in Breach. They cannot expreſs their At- 
fliction, to ſee the Danger of the Inhabitants ex- 
' poſed to be the Victims of that Cruelty with which 


the Enemy threatens to treat them. Having no 


* Comfort left, they fly to the Queen of Great Bri- 

' tain, be ſeeching her Protection by the incloſed Let- 

''ter to Don Dalmaſes, their Envoy at London; and in 
the mean time, till an Anſwer can come, they be- 

ſeech his Excellency from their Souls, to mediate 
* with the French Troops, who oppreſs'd them, for a” 
* Suſpenſion of Arms, ſince the Congreſs at Baden, 
* now fitting to conclude of a General Peace, may 
' ſtill determine this Affair; they doubt not that his. 
Mediation will be able to procure them this Relief, 
* fince his Squadron is ſuperior to that of the Ene- 
my. They ſee no other Remedy in Nature for 


their Misfortunes, and therefore hope his Excel- 


' ency will nor refuſe them; that if Catalonia has 
F 2 s mergted 
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© merited any thing by its Services, and by its Con: 
© junttion with the Engliſh Nation, this is the time 
© to receive the Fruits of it; that it is worthy of his 
* Excellency to comfort the Afflicted, and not to de- 
© ny them this Faveur in their great Neceſſity. 

How the Admiral was affected with this Letter, 
may appear by one of his to Lord Bingley, dated Aug, 
7. N* (Jo.) wherein he acquaints him (, That 


R a 


Spain, that all the King's Ships of War being em- 
ploy'd before Barcelona, his Majeſty could not ſend 
< any of them to meet his-Flota then coming home; 
© and therefore deſir'd the Admiral to ſend three of 
* his upon that Service: which was accordingly com- 
ply'd with, Of this he had acquainted Lord Boling- 


Li 


broke, and hoped to meet with her Majeſty's Appto - 
bation. FE 


The Catalans thus abandon'd, and given up to their 


Enemies, contrary to Faith and Honour, were not 
however wanting to their own Defence ; but appeal- 
2 


ie de eee e hanging un at the High Altar 


ing co caven, . „ o 


the Queen's ſolemn Declaration to protect them, un- 


derwent the utmoſt Miſeries of a Siege: quring 
which, what Multitudes periſh'd by Famine and the 
Sword, how many have ſince been executed, and 
how many Perſons of Figure are ftill diſpers'd about 
the Spaniſh Dominions in Dungeons, is too well known 
to need any Relation. | ws 

It is hoped however, that the Calamities of the 
Catalans will not be imputed to Great Britain in gene- 
ral, abus'd by the Miniſtry with repeated Aſſuran- 
ces, that every thing was doing for the Preſeryation 
of that unfortunate People. 

The Committee find frequent Notices and Men- 


tion made of the Abbot Gaultier, who, altho he does 
not appear to have had any publick Character, rei- 


ded in England during the greateſt part of this Nego- 


tiation, and upon extraordinary Occaſions was. very: 
often ſent backward and forward. ER 


" — 


Bit 
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Mr. Grimaldo had fignify'd. to him from the King of 


; 
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"on: But the Share that he had in the more publick Tran. 
actions, was not his own Buſineſs. - It is evident, that 
f his ome Negotiations, which requir'd more than ordi- 
de. Naacy Privacy, were verbally tranſacted; and upon all 
ſuch Occalions, Abbot, Gaultier was the. Perſon. to 
whom the French and Engliſh Miniſters mutually refer- 
Au, ed each other. | „ 

And as of neceſſity nothing could be a greater Se - 


bo” W ccet than all Matters relating to the Pretender, this 
em. Province was particularly allotted to Abbot Gaultier; 
ens WM that thro his Hands, and under his Conveyance, by 
me; {MW F-ncb Couriers going continually betwixt France and 
e of gland, ſuch. Practices might be. carry'd on with 
om. great Safety, which in any other manner had been 
ling- too dangerous an Undertaking. . 
pro- The fir ſt time that any ſecret Negotiation is ex- 
preſly refer d to Abbot. Gaultier, is found in a Letter 
heir already taken not ice of; where Mr. St. John, March 4. 
not 171, tells Mr. Torcy, He had deferr'd. writing to 
cal. bim of late, till he might write with Certainty, till 
lar the neceſſary Diſpoſitions were made among, our 


people at home, and t ill the Queen had taken the 


v1" only Reſolution which could bring us in a. ſhort 
s time to a good and ſolid Peace. I have nom the 
= © Satisfaction to tell you, that this Reſolution. is ta» 
_ © ken, and that Mr. Harley will carry with him this 


Night, or to-morrow Morning, the. final Inftruce 
© tions of the Queen to her Plenipotentiaries. I re- 
' fer my. ſelf to Mr. Gaultier, to explain to you more 
at large the Subject of this Gentleman's. Commit- 
© ion, and what the Queen hopes his moſt Chriſtian 
8 Majeſty will do to co- operate with her.“ EF” 
The Committee having obſerv d, at the beginning 
of this Report, that ſeveral Letters and Papers are 


a wanting, which by the Circumftances. of Time and 
* Matters then depending, appear to be of Moment 
5 and Conſequence; it is not to be expected, that 


i © ſe who have been ſs careful to ſuppreſs. Matters 
or le Importance, would leave behind them any - 
Tranſactions that might tead openly and directly to 

fayour and ſupport the * of the Pretender. * 
4, ; 
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But as the Committee has obſerv'd ſeveral Pafſi. 
ges, which area plain Indication of the Tenderneſy 
and Regard with which the Caufe and Perſon of the 
Pretender were treated, as often as mention; 
they have thought fit to bring them together, and 
lay them before the Houſe in one View. 

There is a Paper (I) that was left in Lord Bling, 
broke's Cloſet, dated at Verſailles, the 24th of Septen. 
ber, 1711. endors'd, as other Office-Papers uſually 
are. It gives an Account, that the Pope's Nuntio 
had, in his laſt Audience of the King, made the 
following Declaration: That the Court of Rom 
being fully inform'd, that France was endeavouring 


© to procure a Peace upon the moſt advantageous 


Terms that was poſſible; and being perfuaded, 
© that if the Peace ſhould be made, England would 
© not ſuffer that the King of France ſhould permit 
© the Prince of Wales to continue in his Realms; 
the Court of Rome offers to the King of France, to 
give this Prince an Azylum at Rome, or in any other 
© part of the Eccleſiaſtick Dominions.” 
To which the King of France return'd in anſwer 
 : That an Azylum for the Prince of Wales would 
no Obſtacle to the Peace. That if the Allies 
© did truly defign to make a Peace, he would accept 
© of any reaſonable Propoſitions they ſhould make; 
and in this caſe an Article for the Prince of Wales 
would be inſerted in the Treat. 
Fune 7. 1712. The Biſhop of Briſtol giving an Ac- 
count to Lord Bclingbroke of ſome Diſcourſe he had 
with ſome of the Miniſters of the Allies, ſays, 
© Monſieur-Consbruck, one of the Emperor's Pleni. 
<. potentiaries, kept alſo within the Terms of De- 
© cency, ſave only that he took it for granted, that 
© one great End of all this Management on our part, 
_ © was to bring in the Pretender; which Apprehen- 
© ſion one of the Miniſters of the States lately own'd 


in private Diſcourſe, to have been the fundamen- 


© tal Reaſon of all their Conduct of late.” 
— | > GT 3 2 
: (1) Vol, 8. fot. 24. (m) Wd. 3. | . ; 


— 
* 


Pafſi· 
T neſz 
f the 
ond; 
and 


- 
(129) | 

It cannot be forgot what great Streſs and weight 
nas laid upon the Removal of the Pretender out of 
the Dominions of Fance. This was what all the Na- 
tion with great Juſtice expected, and what the Queen 
declared was taken care of, as an additional Secu- 
rity to the Proteſtant Succeſſion. - : 

But his removing out of France, and being per- 
mitted to refide in Lorain, was not only a great du — 
prize to all the Nation, but was receiv'd with ſuch 


juſt Indignation, that the Parliament addreſs'd the 


Queen upon this Occaſion, That ſhe would inſiſt 
upon his Removal from Lorain, that Reſidence be- 
ing equally or more dangerous to Great Britain, 
© than his Abode in France. Her Majeſty's Anſwer, 
That ſhe would repeat her Inſtances, occaſion'd in the 
Houſe of Lords a becoming Reſentment, that the 
Duke of Lorain ſhould preſume to receive and en- 
tertain the Pretender to her Majeſty's Crown, in 
defiance to her Majeſty's Application to the con- 
trary. But it will now appear in what manner the 
Removal of the Pretender out of France was tranſ- 
atted and ſettled, and that his reſiding in Lorain was + 
not only with the Approbation, but even by the 
Direction and Appointment of the Engliſh Miniſtry. 
Mr. St. John, in his Letter to Mr. de Torcy, of the 24th 
of May, 1712. O. S. when he ſent him over the Condi- 
tions upon which her Majeſty would make thoſe Im- 
portant and Decifive Declarations to Parliament; 
concludes that Letter with ſaying, * He hopes, that 
wich the general Repoſe we ſhall ſee reviy'd ina few 
Weeks, a good Underſtanding between two Nations, 
* which may become to each other the moſt uſefut _ 
Friends, for the ſame Reaſons they bave been the 
* moſt formidable Enemies. The Queen commands 
me to tell you, that ſhe hopes when you ſend ar - 
* Anſwer to this Letter, we ſhall have an Account 
*that the Chevalier had begun his Journy.” _ 

In Anſwer to this, Monſieur de Torq ſays do my Lord 
Bilingbroke, (n) © You may aſſure the Queen, that the 
* Chevalier is ready to depart at a Moment's Warn- 
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6 ing, if he did but know. where he was to go, and 
nin what Place he might be in Safety. L own to you, 
4 that I know no Prince who is willing to receiye 
© him, for fear of diſpleaſing the Queen, or other 
Powers: it will be abſolutely neceſſary, that there 

_ © ſhould be ſome Explanation upon this Subject, which 
© I defire you to make to me by. the Abbot Gaultier, if 
vou do not judge it proper to do it your ſelf. 
Mr. St. John on the 6th. of June, 1712. O. S. writes 
a publick Letter (o) in anſwer to the ſeveral Points 
contain'd in Monficur de Torcy's laft Letter; but in that 
Letter takes no notice at all of the Chevalier. 
But the day after, June the 7th, 1712. he writes a 
private Letter, as he calls it himſelf, to Monſieur de 
Forcy, and concludes it with ſaying, * The Abbot Gaul- 
© tier will write to you upon the Subject of the Che. 
The Committee obſerve, there are two Copies of 
this private Letter, one deliver'd by my Lord Boling- 
broke, the other entred in Lord Strafford's Book: And 
in the Copy of this Letter given in by Lord Bolingbroke, 
this Paſſage, T hat Abbot Gaultier ſhall write about 
the Chevalier, is omitted by his Lordſhip. 

On the 22d of June, 171 2. N. S. Monſ. de Torcy writes 
two Letters (q) to my Lord Bo/ingbroke.,, In the Pub- 
lick Letter nothing is ſaid of the Pretender ; the Pri- 
vate Letter concludes with ſaying, I have the Ho- 
© neur to ſend you a Letter under the King's Hand, 
* for her Britannick Majeſty ; and I refer you to what 
© the Abbot Gaultier ſhall ſay to you, about the De- 
© parture of the Chevalier. 

On the 21tt of Auguſt, 1712. Lord Bolingbroke being, 
then in France to give the finiſhing Stroke to all Mat- 
ters of Conſequence that were undetermin'd, (r) in 
his Diſpatch to the Earl of Dartmouth, giving an Ac- 
count of his Proceedings at the Court * France, ſays, 


The Chevalier has fix d his Departure for the Firſt 


of next Monch, N. S. They propoſe that he ſhall 


retire to Bar, and they intend to write to the Duke 


_- 
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and Woof Lorain to ask of the Emperor, and other Princes, 
you, a Security for his Perſon, during his Reſidence in 
eve that Places 

ther But on the 28th of December, 1712, N. S. it appears, 
here (0) that the Chevalier was, ſtill in Mance, upon which 
hich account Mr. Prior writes thus to my Lord Bolingbroke - 
er, if Another Point upon which this Caurt is very ſoli- 
; citous, is, That the Chevalier remaining in any. 
rites Ton of France, obftrutts the ſigning the Peace; yet 
Mints he cannot go. to Lorain till the Emperor's Paſſports 
that WF will ſecure him there. Your Lordſhip, by the Peru- 
ſal of the Papers, will ſee the State of that Caſe ; 

eS.2 and I have only to add upon this Subject, that the 
r de WW Court of France expreſſes an Impoſſibility on their 
aul. fide, to do more than they have done, and hopes 
he. (we ſhould have Intereſt enough with the Emperor, 
to obtain ſuch Paſſports from him, as may ſecure, 

s of as well the Perſon who is to go into Lorain, as the 
ling- Duke of Lorain, Who is to receive him.“ 
Mr. Priar on the 2gth, writes to the ſame effect 
(t) to my Lord Treaſurer, and ſays, The Monarch is 
2 good deal troubled upon this Head, left the Young} 
Man ſhould fall into the hands of the Huſſars or Bar- 
© barians, And Monſ. D' Aumont has, I preſume, ' 
Orders to ſpeak to our Miniſtry upon it. 
© As to the Dowry, I ſhall not only be dunn'd to 


Jo- Death, but hang'd; for the Dowager ſends Meſ- _ 
nd, WW cngers to me, which you in England do not think it 
hat extremely lawful to receive: But if it is to be paid, 
e- pray let it be done in an handſome manner, that 


may ſhew the Charity of the Queen, and the Ge- 
neroſity of her Lord Treaſurer. 2 1 

The Pa pers refer'd to in Mr. Frior's Letter, con- 
tain. an Account of what the Duke of Lorain had 
done at the Deſire of the King of France, to obtain 
ſtom the Allies the neceſſary Safeguards for the Che- 
ralier. He ſays, (u) that underſtanding that the 


all Queen of Great - Britain had already granted her Safe- 
ke euard or Protection to the Chevalier de SF. George, ne 
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believ'd they had no more to do, but to apply to the 

Emperor, and to the States General. e 
By this account it is evident, that Abbot Gaultier 
was the Perſon entruſted to manage the Affairs of the 
Pretender, with whom ſuch Practices were verbally 
to be tranſacted as our Miniftry did not think proper 
to commit to Writing. It appears, that the Place to 
which he was to go, becauſe no body would receive 
him at the hazard of the Queen's Diſpleaſure; and 
where he might remain in Safety, was to be pre- 


ſcrib'd from England. That this was not fix'd and de. 


wtermin'd till Lord Bolingbrobe went into France. And 

- if his Lordſhip's Inſtructions are, conſider'd, it will be 
Hard to find in them any thing of that Importance 
and Secrecy, as to require his going in Perſon to ſet- 
tle it. His Lordſhip giyes an Account from thence, 
that the Pretender was to go to Bar, and this is ac- 


quieſc'd in here without the leaft Objection made. 
The Miniftry are told by Nr. Prior, that the Court of 


France hopes by our Intereſt, ſuch Paſſports would be 


procur'd as might ſecure his Perſon: And in the Pa- 


per ſent to France from the Duke of Lorain, it is afſert- 


ed, that the Queen of Great-Britain had already grant · 


ed her Protect ion to the Pretender. 
But Nov. the 6th, 1913. Lord Bolingbroke writes to 
Mr. Prior, and ſays, (x) Her Majefty having re- 


« peated to the Duke of Lorain, the Inftances which 


* you know have been ſo often made to the Moſt 


* Chriftian King, for removing of the Pretender to 


* her Crown out of his Dominions, I am directed to 
© acquaint you therewith, that you may ſpeak to the 
< Mainifter of Lorain, and to any other Minifter whom 
< you ſhall think proper, and let them know it is ab- 
« ſolutely inconſiſtent with the Amity and good Cor- 


* reſpondence that is between the Queen and their 


< Maſters, to receive into their Dominions, or to 
protect a Perſon who diſputes her Majeſty's moſt 
* undoudted Title, and thereby endeavours to difturb 
the Peace and Quiet of her Kingdoms. That you 


— 
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may be able to ſhew them that this is the Collec- 
t tive Senſe of the whole Nation, as well as the 
© Queen's Command to you, I herewith fend you the 
« Addrefſes of both Houſes of Parliament.” . 
This can be underftood as no more than a bare 
Compliance with the Addreſſes of Parliament. And 
to ſhew how little Reſentment and Indignation was 
conceiv d againft the Duke of Lorain for this Indignity 
offer'd to her Majefty, the Committee have thought 
fit to tranſcribe a Letter that was wrote by Lord Bo. 
lingbroke to Mr. Prior within four Days after his laft 
mention'd Letter, upon the Subject of the Pretender. 
This Letter, ſays Lord Bolingbroke to Mr, Prior, 
© (3) will be delivered to you by the Baron de Forſtner, 
© who has been twice at our Court with the Charac- 
© ter of Envoy from the Duke of Lorain, and who is 
© extremely well with your Friends on this fide of 
the Water, that I make no doubt but that he will 
* be a welcome Acquaintance to you, I muſt at the 
© fame time recommend the Intereſt of the Duke of 
© Lorain his Mafter to your Care, You know, Sir, 
© how little that Prince has yet felt the good Effetts - 
of what was ſtipulated for him at Ryſwick. You” 
* know, Sir, how juftly he pretends to an Equivalent 
© from this Emperor for the Montſerrat, which was 
given away from him to the os * Sicily, In 4 
* word, you are enough appriz'd of his Wants, of his Ex- © 
' pettations, and of her Majeſty's earneſt Deſire, if by any 
means ſhe can, te contribute to the Eaſe, and to the Ad- — 
© vantage of a Prince, who deſerves much better Vſage- 
than he has on many Occaſions met with.” "LN 


7 


There are ſeveral other Letter that were wrote 


4 


after the Addreſs of Parliament, to preſs the remo- 
ving of the Pretender from Lorain ; but after what has 
been ſaid, tis needleſs to obſerve what little Effect 
was to be expected from ſich Repreſentations made 
in the ſeveral Courts of Exrope, which were known 
to be contrary to the Senfe and Intention of the 
Court of Great-Britain. And if any further demon- 
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ſtration was wanting to ſhew their true Spirit and In: 
clination, it may be obſerv'd, that the Addreſſes in 
Parliament were made in July 1713. and the firſt 
Letter that LordBolingbroke wrote in purſuance of thoſe 
Addre ſſes, was the th of Novem, which was four Months 
after the Addreſſes were preſented to the Queen. 

The Committee think it not improper. to inſert 
here an Extract of a Memorial touching the Demoli- 
tion of the Sluices of Dunkirk, deliver'd by Monſieur 
de Torcy to Lord Bolingbrobe at Paris, in Auguſt) 1712. 

It is nat our Buſineſs now to examine whether 
the Queen of England, and the Engliſh Nat ion, were 
jn the right to demand the Demolition of the For- 
c tifications, and the filling up the Harbour of Din- 
Fir. That is a ching reſolv'd and agreed upon. It 
may perhaps come to paſs in the Courſe: of this 
Affair, for Reaſons eaſily to be foreſeen, That 
C England. (hall repent. having demanded the Demoli- 
© tion of a Place, and the Deſtruction of an Har- 
© bour, which might be of great Uſe in Conjunctures 
which perhaps are not very, remote? _ | 

Your Committee do not take upon them to explain 
what Conjuncture France had in View, and which 
they thought not very remote, when Dunkirk might 
be of particular Service; but think it proper to con- 
clude this part of the Report with obſerving, That 

the Pretender did immediately, upon the Demiſe of 
the late Queen, publiſh, a Declaration, which the 
Duke of Lorain has acknowledg'd in his Letter of the 
Sth of December, 17 14. that he receiv'd from the Pre- 
tender himfelf, wherein is this remarkable Paſſage; 
Vet contrary to our Expectations, upon the Death 


bdof the Princeſs, our Siſter (of whoſe good. Intentions to- 


_ © wards us, we could not for ſome, time paſt well doubt; 
and this was the Reaſon we then ſat ſt ill, expecting the 
© good. Effects thereof, which were unfortunately prevented 
© by her: deplorable Death). we found that our People, 
* inſtead of taking this favourable Opportunity of 
« retrieving the Honour and true Intereft of their 
Country, by doing Us and Themſelves Juftice, 
* had immediately proclaim'd for their King a fo- 
+; „ 
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n: ( ceign Prince, to our Prejudice, contrary to the 
in Fundamental and Inconteſtable Laws of Hereditary 
> . Right, which their pretended Acts of Settlement 
le (can never abrogate,” . + 
bs The Committee obſerving in the Eleventh Vo- 
110 lume re fer d to them, a Letter from the Earl of Ox- 
1. 7 and Mortimer, then Lord High-Treaſurer of 
„ Ceeat. Britain, to the Queen, dated me the ↄth, 1714. 
* together with an Account of Publick Affairs from 
_ Auguſt the 3th, 1710, to Fune the Sth, 1714. alt 
= written with his own Hand, and ſent: to the Queen 
'r. Nit the Letter; and finding therein many Faſſa- 
n. I tes, in their Opinion, highly deſerving the Conſi- 
It deration of this Houſe, have thought it neceſſary to 
nis inſert the ſame here at large, and are as follow. 
at Lord Oxford's Letter to the Queen, 


June the gth, 1714. 
May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, „ 
I Preſume, in Obedience to Your Royal Com- 


ain 1 mands, to lay before your Majefty a State of 
ich your Affairs. Tho I have very much contracted 
-ht it from the Draught 1 made, and the Vouchers 
on- MW from whence it is taken; yet I find it ſwell under 
nat ' my Pen in Tranſcribing, being willing to put everx 
of thing before your Majefty in the cleareft Light my 
the poor Underſtanding can attain: to. It was neceflary - 
che to lay it before your Majeſty in the Series of Time, » 
re- from the Beginning to this preſent Tame-; and 
e; ( when that is compleatly laid before you, it remains 

ich only for Me to beg God to direct Your Majeſty. 
to- And as to my ſelf, do with me what you pleaſe, 
bt; place me either as a Figure or a Cypher, diſplace 
the me or replace me, as that beft- ſerves. your Maje- 
ted WF fiy's Occations, you ſhall ever find me, with the 
le, MW utmoſt Devotion, and without any Reſerve, 


M AD A M, 


eir Tour maſt Dutiful, moſt Faithful, moſt Humble, 
2 muſt Obedient Subject, and Vnmorthy Servant, 
0- Dy | 
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A Brieſ Account of Publick Afairs ſince Auguſt 4 
the Sth, 1710. to this preſent 8th of June 1714. 
To which is added, The. State of Affairs abroad, Ml « 
| as they relate to this Kingdom ;, with ſome hum- if «| 
ble Propoſals for ſecuring the ? oe Trangquillity 
of her Majefty's Reign, ana the Safety of her 
Kingdoms. þ 


3 


ILTER Majeſty on the 8th of Auguſt 1710, was 
* pleas'd to alter her Treaſury; and two days 
after, in a New Commiſſion, Robert Harley, by her 
© Majefty's great Favour, was made Chancellor of 
© the Exchequer. , 
© The State of Affairs at Home and Abroad are 
© freſh in every one's Memory. el 
* The Condition of the Treafury at that time 
© was laid before her Majeſty in a large Repreſen- 
tation. N | 
I beg leave to touch ſome few Heads. The 
© Army was in the Field; no Mony in the Treaſury; 
© none of the Remitters would contract again ; the 
© Bank had refus'd to lend a hundred Thouſand 
% © Pounds to Lord Godolphin on very good Security; 
- © the Navy, and other Branches of Service, Eleven 
© Millions in Debt, which enhanc'd” the Price of 
© every thing proportionably.; the Civil Liſt in 
Debt about ſix hundred Thouſand: Pounds, and the 
© yearly Income too little for the current certain. 
© Expence, by the loweſt Computation, one hundred 
twenty four Thouſand, four hundred ninety five 
© Pounds, two Shillings and four Pence. 1 
In a few days this new Commiſſion made Prori- 
< ſion for paying the Army by the greateſt Remit- 
© tance that had ever been known : Tho the Oppo- 
© ſition from every Office, which was full of Perſons 
© who were Enemies to the Change made by the 
© Queen, was very ftrong, and very troubleſome and 
© vexatious;- and ſuch was the ſituation of Affairs, 
* that nothing but great Patience could ever have 
5 = "© * 
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© overcome theſe Difficultiesz it being impoſſible 
© 25 well as unavoidable to make Removes, but by 
degrees. 5 

As ſoon as it was poſſible, (and notwithſtanding 
© the Clamours then rais d, it was the only proper 
time) a new Parliament is call d. 

Its firſt meeting was November the 27th, 1710. 
Robert Harley had prepar'd the Funds ready (before 
© the Parliament met, as he has done every Seſſion 


© to this Day) not only for the current Service of 
| © the Year, both by Sea and Land, but alſo for 


© eaſing the Nation of above nine Millions of Debt. 
© This was thought ſo Chimerical when Robert Har- 
* ey did begin to open it, that it was treated with 
© Ridicule, until he ſhow'd how practicable it was. 
© It is true, this gave great Reputation abroad, and 
© enabled to treat advantageoufly of a Peace: It 
© rais'd ſinking Credit at home, but at the ſame time 
© as it drew Envy upon Harley from ſome, and the 
Rage of others, ſo it gave Offence to ſome of his 
Fellow: Servants, who told him plainly, that he 
5 6ught to have told his Secret, and if he would not 
6 7 Mony himſelf, he ougnt to have let his Friends 
ſhare a Hundred Thouſand Pounds, which would 
© not have been felt or found out in ſo vaſt a Sum as 
© nine or ten Millions. EE ws hs © LD 
To this Principle was owing the ſetting on foot” 
© at this time, the unhappy Voyage to Canada: To 
© all which Meetings Harley avoided coming, and gave 
© Lord Rochefter his Reaſons, and after he detir'd his 
* Lordſhip to be a Means to the Queen to hinder” 
that Expedition; bat it happen'd to be too late. 
But Lady Maſham knows how much Harley was Cone 
* cern'd at it, tho he did not know the true Spring 
" of that Voyage, which will appear after in this 


© Paper. 1 

The beginning of February 1722, there began to 
be a Diviſion amongft thoſe calłd Tories in the 
© Houſe, and Mr. Secretary St. John thought t con- 
: VFnient to be liſting a ſeparate Party for himſelf. + 
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To prevent this, Lord Rocheſter and Harley defir'd 
© to-have a Meeting, and to cool ſuch raſh Attempts; 
© and it was contriv'd Mr. Secretary St. John ſhould 
invite us to Dinner, (which was the laſt time he c 
ever invited Robert Harley, being now above three ere 
* Years) where was Duke of Shrewsbury, Earl Poulet, juf 
© Lord Rocheſter, and others; and Lord Rocheſter took tw 
© the pains to calm the Spirit of Diviſion and Aw- 'S 
E bition. | | 
Harley was at this time ſeiz d by a violent Fever, . ſor 
© and on his firſt coming Abroad, Mareh 8. met with ( hir 
© a Misfortune which confin'd-him many Weeks, The Wk Go 
© Tranſattions during that time are too publick, as let 
* well as too black, for Harley to remember or to. Tot 
© mention. | Th «*( 
In the end of May r711. the Queen, out of her ec the 
_© abounded Goodneſs, was pleas'd to confer 'unde- Mc 4;+ 
© ſerv'd Honours on Robert Harley; and on the'2gth . thi. 
of the ſame. Month, was pleas'd to put the Trea - 
* ſurer's Staff into his Hands: A Poſt ſo much a- 
© bove Harley's-Abilitics to ſtruggle with, that he had 
* nothing but Integrity and Duty to recommend him 
d ker Nienys Choice; ſo he muſt have recourſe 
5 to her Majefty's tranſcendent Goodneſs and Mercy 
© to. pardon all his Faults and Failings, both of Omiſ- 
„ ſion and Commiſſion, during the whole Courſe of 
c his Service. 5 ns | TE et : 
But to return and reſume the Thread of this 
© Diſcourſe, (Y The 4th of June 171 L. three Days 
© after the-Treaſurer was ſworn, he was ſurpriz d 
© with a Demand of twenty eight Thouſand thirty 


.. 1 
Treaſurer not being able then, with all his Pre- 
caution, to diſcover further Light, the Mony was 
paid July the 4th 1711. | | Se 
© Since the return from that Expedition, the Se- 
cret is diſcover'd, and. the Treaſurer's Suſpicion 
juſtified: for the Publick was cheated of above 
twenty Thouſand Pounds. | 
* There is Rea ſon to be more particular upon this. 
Head, becauſe it is one of the Things never to be 
forgiven the Treaſurer; and Lord Chancellor told 
* him more to that purpoſe, that they told him no 
Government was worth ſerving, that would 1 
let Tr make thoſe Advantages, and get ſuch 
t ſobbs. 5 f CY 
| One thing more is crav'd leave to be added, That 
the Treaſurer was forc'd to uſe all his Skill and Cre- 
dit to keep the Houſe of Commons from examining 
this Affair laſt Parliament. 
June the 12th 1712, the firſt Seſhon of laſt Par- 
* liament ende. BET 1 
.* From this time, to the beginning of the next Seſ- 
han ho Troauahmway* Hands. were fl ull of Negotiating the | 


HVil, 61G Ai Cmnprre nt w d a, 
; Peace in all Courts abroad; and: beſides the oruina:y 
and neceſſary. Duty of his Office at home, he had 
frequent Occaſion of calming the Quarrels and 
Grudges Mr. Secretary had ſometimesagainftLord _ 
* Dartmouth, ſometimes againſt Lady. Maſham, and 
* ſometimes againft the Treaſurer himſelf, _ 

The Second Seſſion of the laſt Parliament began 
* December the 7tha 711. 7H | 

This was attended with great Difficulties and 
* Dangers, as well from the Practices of the Diſcon- 
* tented here, as the Deſigns carry'd on by Mr. Buys,. 
Prince Eugene, and Bothmar; in which Deſigns con- 
* curr'd the Emperor, and other States and Princes 
* who gain'd by the War. rae 1 EE 

This put her Majeſty under a- ſort of Neceſſity 
to preſerve the Whole, and to take a Method which 
© had been us'd before, to create ſome New Peers. 

So many having been brought formerly out 
- & the Houſe of Commons of thoſe who us'd to 

„ manage 
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* manage Publick Affairs, it was propos d to Mr. Se. 

< cretary, That if he would be contented to ſtay in 

the Honſe of Commons that Seſſions, her Majeſty 

< would have the Goodneſs to create him a Peer, 
© and that he ſhould not loſe his Rank. 

The Second Seſſion ended the 21ſt of June 1712, 


© and notwithſtanding Bothmar's Memorial, and all 


other Attacks both from Abroad and at Home, 


Supplies were provided, and every thing relating 
© to the Publick put upon a good foot, and the Male- 


contents began to deſpair ; as a r'd by the Duke 
© of Marlborough — 88 50 other Parti- 
c culars. e 12 
After the Seſſion was ended, the Queen, as ſhe had 
© promis'd, order d a Warrant for Mr. Secretary St. 


© Fohn to'be a Viſcount ; this happen'd to put him in 
the utmoſt Rage againſt the Treaſurer, Lady Mh 


© ham, and without ſparing the greateſt. 


(a) It did avail very little to tell him how much 


© he had got in Place; for had he been created with 
© the other Lords, it would have fallen to his ſhare 
* to have come arzt aner Lord Trevor + but the Tra- 
_* ſurer, with great Patience, bore all the Storm, of 
© which Lady Maſham was often a Witneſs of the out- 
© rageous Speeches; and Mr. Moor very lately told 
* the Treaſurer, that Lord Bolingbroke ſaid very lately 


to him, that he ow'd him a Revenge upon that 


© Head. ba | 
Ibis Diſcontent eontinu'd until there happen'd 
dan Opportunity of ſending him to France, of which 
© there. was not much Occaſion; but it was hop'd 
that this would have put him in good Humour; 
* which it did, until in October 1712. there were 


_ © Knights of the Garter made: This created a new 


- © Difturbance, which is too well remembred, and 
© breaks out now very often in outrageous Expref- 
© ſions publickly againſt all then made. | 


In November, on the Death of Duke Hamilton, he | 


© was much againſt Duke Shrewsbury's going, for Rea- 


(a) See the Letters of Monfieur Torcy, * . 
. | 5 6 ſons 


— 
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* ſons very plain, which then were in Negotiation ; 
i for before the laſt Seflion of that Parliament be- 
+ gan, a new Model was fram'd, or a Scheme of Mi- 
' W- niſtry; which how they afterwards came to fall out, 
« will appear in its due Place. 1 : 
„The Third and laſt Seſkon began Aprif the 9th 
17713. which was as ſoon as the Peace was conclu- 
«© ded, and could be proclaim'd. 5 | 
; It is not decent to take notice, That during this 
5 Wi whole Negotiation, the Ti reaſurer was oblig'd by bis own 
e Hand, and his own Charge, to correſpond in all the Courts 
6 concern'd in the Negotiation ; and very often be had the good 
luck to ſet right ſeveral Miſtakes, and to obtain ſome 
id WW things very little expected: but the only Merit of this be- 
gs to her Majeſty, the Credit of whoſe Favour brought 
© it about, and gave Power to the Treaſurer to att with 
* © Succeſs. t | s 
* During this Seſſion, the Lords of the Cabinet, 
© and others, met every Saturday at the Treaſurer's, 
© in order to carry on the Queen's Buſineſs, as they 
© had done the Year before on Thur/days. (b) Many 
Offers were made, and repeated by the Treaſurer, 
© in order to attack former Offenders, and quiet the 
© Minds of the Gentlemen, and of the Church-Par- 
© ty; and the only Reaſon for this Failing, was, be- 
* cauſe of the Project laid for their new Scheme, and 
putting themſelves at the Head, as they call'd it, 
of the Church-Party. : ; = 
© This being the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, and 
© fome Gentlemen fearing their Elections, and ſome 
for other Reaſons, dropp'd the Bill of Commerce. 
* The Treaſurer ſaw this Opportunity, and imme- - 
© diately took it, and prevail'd with Sir Thomas Han- 
* mer, and others, to come into the Payment of the 
Civil. Liſt Debts, incurr'd before the Change of the 
* Treaſury, tho the preſent Treaſurer was rail'd at, 
and malign'd; which he choſe to bear patiently, 
rather than own the true Reaſon, that there was 


je 
a* ee | | 
= (5) See the Letter, July 25, 


ne 


„ 
© no Mony to do it with, which would have ruin 
© all at once. 26] x 

This Step of paying the Debts, put the Male WM 1; 
© contented into the utmoſt Rage, which they di « d 
very publickly expreſs in both Houſes. - 12 
- © This laft Seſſion of that Parliament, and the u 
Third fince the Change of the Miniſtry, endet c 
© Fuly the 16th 1713. | * L 

The Peace with France being over, and it gro c p 
© ing neceſſary to put her Majeſty's Affairs into 1 « 5; 
© further and more ſettled Regulation, and to ea « 
© the Treaſurer of the Burden, as well as Envy, oi « Þ 
© ſuch a Bulk of Buſineſs; her Majeſty was pleasdM « 4 
< to appreve of the Scheme of the Duke of Orman « © 
4 ſtaying here to attend the Army Affairs, which re 
© was neceſſary at the time of Disbanding; Duke c 
* Shrewsbury to go to Ireland, upon his Return fron to 
© Francez Lord Findlater to be Chancellor of Scotland; 
Lord Mar Third Secretary; Lord Dartmeuth Prin 
© Seal; and Mr. Bromity Secretary of State; and St 
* William Windham Chancellor of the Exchequer. | 
© am ſure the Queen very well remembers the Rage 
© this caus'd, as perfectly defeating their Scheme, ant 
© ſhewing that her Majefty would put her Affairs u 
on a ſolid foot; the Lord Chancellor ſaid it wa 
* againft Law, and to this day will not treat Lord 
« Findlater with Decency; and Lord Mar has met 
© with many ill Treatments, as well as Mr, Secretary 
© Bromley. | | 
But that the Treaſurer might leave them wit 14, 
© out Excuſe, and make her Majeſty's Affairs, an 


< poſſible, eaſy with, and to thoſe in her Service; uM «< Ce 
* foon as he was recover'd enough to write, he uroπ  « - 
© a large Letter to Lord Bolingbroke, containing hi be. 
Scheme of the Queen's Affairs, and what was ne the 
© ceflary for Lord Bolingbrohe to do, as belonging oni the 
© to his Province. This Letter was dated July tie 7. 
© 25th, 1713. and was anſwer'd July the 27th H « of 
© Lord Bolingbroke ; the Copy was ſhown to Lady Ms 


© ham, who came to viſit the Treaſurer then confio' 
* 0 his Chamber aud ſhe then thought it was 3 
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© ry good one, and what was proper for the Occa- 
« jon. I believe the whole would be of uſe to give 
light to her Majeſty into the Ground and Foun-. 
dation of the Follies and Madneſs which have fince 
« appear*d 5 the Whole is ready for her Majeſty's Per- 
« uſal when ſhe pleaſes. | > OE 

In this Letter the Treaſurer gives an Account to 
© Lord Bolingbroke of the Occafions, or rather the 
« Pretences for giving Difturbance to the Queen's 
© Servants. He propoſes the Remedy, and what was 
requiſite to be dane by him as Secretary in his own 
« Province, and alſo Aﬀurance of the Treaſurer's. 
« Affiftance to the utmoſt, and of his Deſire to con- 
© ſult with him (Lord Bolingbroke) how to unite the 
« reſt of our Friends. Bs 

Being then fick, the Treaſurer took the liberty 
© to put Lord Bolingbroke in mind of the ſeveral Par- 
© ticulars which then requir'd Diſpatch, and were 
© ſolely belonging to his Province, without any other 
Inter poſition than that of taking your Majeſty's 
© Direction. 
Among others, that of a Circular Letter upon 
© the Addrefles of both Houſes relating to the Pre- 


tender. 


This was not done in Three Months. His Lord- 
' ſhip wrote word it was done: Fuly the 27m. 

In the ſame Letter the Treaſurer propos d, that 
(according to the Treaty of Peace) Care ſhould be 
taken of the following Particulars, viz. Newfound- 
© land, Hudſon's Bay, Acadia, St. Chriſtophers, Aſfiento, 
and other Things contain'd in the Treaties of 
© Commerce. | e 

© Theſe Particulars the Treaſurer thought to have 
© been executed, until within a few Weeks he heard 
the contrary by Accident, and that the Time in 
© the ſeveral Treaties was claps'd. Upon this, the 
© Treaſurer, on Wedneſday June the 2d, told Mr. Moor 


"© of this, and that every body would be liable to 


* blame who are in the Queen's Service. Thurſday, 

© Fane the 3d 1714. Lord Bolingbroke writes to the 

* Treaſurer a Letter, which begins thus: 25 
1 Fs Mr. 
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Mr. Moor has been this Morning with me, au Qu 
© has put into my hands a Paper, which he calls, | W to 
think not improperly, a Charge upon me. pre 
This Paper contains the Neglect above-mention'4 Spe 
© in the Treaſurer's Letter of Fuly the 25th 1713 WM of 
6 Eleven Months before, and yet theſe Faults a bot 
© now charg'd upon the Treaſurer. £ par 

. "he bar 


* 


— 


The Committee cannot but obſerve, that his Lord- Wl the! 
ſhip has here taken to himſelf the Credit of corre. 1 
ſponding by his own Hand, and his own Charge, in Hof. 
all the Courts concern'd in the preſent Negotiations, 171 
and that very often he has had the good Luck to ſer ¶ twe 
right ſeveral Miſtakes, and to obtain ſome Things WM ries 
very little expected. That he boaſted of his layins WM Mr. 
hold of a ſeaſonable Opportunity in Parliament, upon , 
rejecting the Bill of Commerce, to prevail with WM and 
Members of that Houſe of Commons to come into e 
the Payment of the Civil-Lift Debts; and has alſo Stra 
charg'd ſeveral Perſons, then in high Stations in ber ter 
Majeſty's Service, with Corruption and'-Imbezzle- WM preſ 
ment of the Publick Money; and preſum'd to re- ¶ vou 
commend himſelf to her Majeſty, by having us'd all begs 
his Skill and Credit to keep the Houſe of Commons his! 
from examining into the ſame. And your Commit- the 
tee having receiv'd Information, that large Sums of W6au! 
Money had been directed for ſpecial Services relatin WM vill 
#0 the War, by Signs Manual, and Warrants upon the ever 
ſame, counteriign'd by his Lordſhip, which Sums du 
were afterwards paid to his Lordſhip's Order; Your ft to 
Committee thought it incumbent upon them to lay Wmnori 
before the Houſe Copies of the ſaid Signs Manual, W711 
and Warrants, and Orders thereupon, together with May 
Extras from the Regiſter of the Exchequer ; where- befor 
by it wall appear, that theſe large Sums, iſſued for {Mon fo 
the Service of the War, were receiv'd and applyd tion 
#0 his Lordſhip's Private Uſe. ae 


Vour Committee, in drawing up and forming this {Way 7 

Report, having obſerv'd ſeveral Tranſactions, Or- Peace 

ions given by the Miniſters in the eſt 
Queen's 


oy 


ders and Dire 
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een's Name, which are in no manner agreeable 
to her Majeſty's Sentiments and Intentions, as ex- 
preſs'd in her ſeveral Meſſages to Parliament, and 
Speeches from the Throne, concerning the Terms 
of Peace which ſhe was pleas'd to communicate to 
both Houſes z thought it their Duty to enter into a 
particular Examination of this Matter, and to com- 
pare her Majefty's Declarations with the Meaſures 
that her Miniſters. preſum'd to take in carrying on 
theſe im portant Negotia tions 
The firſt time that the Queen made any mention 
of the Peace to the Karliament,' was on December 11. 
1711. at which time nothing had been concluded be- 
tween Eng land and France, but the ſpecial Prelimina- 
ries that were fign'd by the Earl of Dartnoutb and 
Mr. St. ohn on the part of England, and Monſieur 
Meſnager on the part of France, September 27. 1711. 
and the general Preliminaries ſign'd by Monfieur 
Meſnager only, which were ſent over by the Earl of 
Strafford as the Foundation of à General Peace. Af⸗ 
ter theſe Preliminaries: were ſign d, Mr. St. John had 
preſs d Monſieur de Torcy, that the King of France 
vould explain himſelf with regard to the Allies; 
begs that the Queen may have ſome Explication of 
his Intentions in reſpett to the particular Intereſt of 
the Allies, and concludes with ſaying; If the Sieur 
Gaultier returns with theſe Marks of 
vill ſee our Parliament as much inclind to Peace as 
wer it was to War. NK Tod; many * 
Such Explications as the King of Hate thought 
fit to make, are contain'd in the Anſwer to the Me- 
morial brought by. Monſieur Gaultier, November 18. 
1711, inſerted: in the Appendix. Upon which ber 
Majeſty, at the opening of that Seſſion, in laying! 
before the Parliament the State of the Treaty then 
on foot, according to the Advice and Repreſenta- 
tion made to her by her Miniſters, ſaid, That notwith-* 
landing the Arts of tboſe who delight in Har, both Place 
and Time are appointed for opening the Treaty of a General 
Peack. Our Allies, eſpecially the States-General, whoſe: In- * 
tereſt I look upon as OY from my own, _ by 
their 
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heir ready Concurrence, expreſs'd their Confidence in m, 
The Queen thought the States had readily concurr{ 
with her; but it muſt be remembred, that the States 
had in the ſtrongeſt manner repreſented againſt the 
Propoſitions ſigned by Mr. Meſnager, as too genen 
and uncertain, not being a ſufficient Foundation up 
on which a Negotiation might be hazarded; they 
dreaded the fatal Conſequences of opening the ge. 
neral Conferences, before the Articles offer'd by 
France were made Specifick, and before they knen 
what they were to truſt to for their own Barrier and 
their Commerce. Theſe Repreſentations were made Wl al 
in Holland to the Earl of Strafford; and Mr. Buys was N 
ſent over into England to enforce them here. 
But inftead of acquainting the Queen with theſe I *%! 
Repreſentations, or acting according to her Maj MW ri 
Ky's:Sentiments, Mr. St. John, Oktober 9. declares, UO 
Certain it is, that her Majeſty is ſo far determin d. 
in her Meaſures, that thoſe will deceive themſelves . 05 
ho may imagine by delay to break them.“ And. ” 
| Offtiber\ the 29. The Queen remains firm in her firſt 
* Reſolution, of cauſing; the Conferences to be Pro 
© pen'd upon the Articles _—_— by Monſieur Meſnager. 
And November the 2d, The Queen will not finally te 
concert a Plan for the Proſecution of the War tte 
with the States, until they join with her in agree- 
ing to open the Conferences of Peace.“ And M. Not 
vember 15. Lord Strafford ſays, He had now told th 
them ther Majefty's Order to him was to declare, . © 
that ſhe ſhould look upon any Delay as a Refuſal to 


comply with her Propoſitions. By theſe Threats ; 0 

and extraordinary Meafures, the States are compełd . 
by the Queen's Miniſters, to conſent to open the Con- D 

ferences ;: when t the ſame time her Majeſty was on 
perſuaded, that they readily concur'd in what had 12 

en propos d to them. Her Majeſty declares, © She I ff 

©. looks upon the Intereſt of the States General tobe I {"! 
© inſeparable from her own, Mr. St. John declares, I , Ct! 

„That Britain had gone ſo much too far in weaving I gon 
her Intereft into that of the Continent, that it f 07 


+6 would 


} 
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would prove no eaſy Task to diſentangle them with 
« out tearing and rending. 3. „ 2 
The Queen ſays further, The Princes and States which 
baue been engag d with Us in this War, being by Treaties 
entitled to have their ſeveral Intereſts ſecur'd at a Peace, I 
will not only do my utmoſt to procure every one of them all. 
reaſonable Satisfaction, but I ſhall alſo unite with them in 
the ſtricteſt Engagements for continuing the Alliance, in or- 
der to render the General Peace ſecure and laſting. And 
in her Mefſage of the 17th of January following, 
her Majeſty - again expreſſes the Care ſhe intended o 
take of all her Allies, and the ſiri Union in which ſhe 
propos*d to join with them. , eee 
By theſe Declarations it appears, her Majeſty's 
own Reſolution was to unite with the Allies in the 
ſtricteſt Engagements. But her Miniſters had taken 
upon them, in the private Propoſitions ſent over by 
Mr. Prior, to inſert an Article, That the Secret 
* ſhould be inviolably kept between England: and 
France, till allow'd to be divulg'd by the Conſent 
© of both Parties.“ And altho France, in the firſt 
Propoſitions ſent over by Monſieur de Torcy, had of- 
terd to treat with England and Holland, either ſepa- 
rately or jointly, with the reſt of the Allies, at 
the choice of England, the Queen's Miniſters exclu- 
ded the Allies; and in the Conference, held with 
Monſieur Meſnager, They are much ſurpriz'd to find 
that he had Orders to inſiſt, that the Queen ſhould 
© enter into particular Engagements, upon divers 
Articles, which depend not upon her, and which 
regard the Intereſt of the Allies: And they inſiſ- 
* ted that it was abſolutely neceſſary to remit the 
* Diſcuſſion of the particular Interefts of the Allies 
to General Conferences.“ And when Mr. St. John 
was prefling Manfieur de Torq to give them ſome 
Explications of what was defign'd for the Allies, he 
alfures him, If the King would offer a Plan of Spe- 
* cifick Preliminaries, the Queen will never'commu- 
* nicate it to her Allies. And upon another Occa- 
ſion, he declares, * This Negotiation was begun 
' and carry'd on upon a Suppoſſtion, that the Queen 
5 G 2 muſt. 
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© muft deſiſt from many Conditions, which in Rigor 
- © ſhe was oblig'd to procure for her Allies.“ 


In the Meffage of the'17th of January the Queen 7 
declares, Her Plenipotentiaries had begun, in Purſuance g 41 
their Inſtructions, to concert the moſt proper Ways of . ” 
curing a juſt Satisfaction to all in Alliance with her, accord. be 
ing to their Treaties, and particularly with relation to Spain th 
and the Indies. And her Majefty had faid before, in be 
anſwer to an Addreſs from the Houſe of Lords, pre. 1 


ſented the 11th of December 1711. 1 ſhould be ſorry ay 

one could think I would not do my utmoſt to recover Spain 

and the Indies from the Houſe of Bourbon. th: 
Your Committee cannot make the leaft doubt but J 

her Majeſty was determin'd to recover Spain from Wt * 

the Houſe of Bourbon But that her Minifters had no WM ©! 

fach Thoughts, and did not in the leaft endeayour 


it, appears in every part of the Negotiation. In the anc 
firſt Propoſitions ſent over by Mr. Prior, Demands 1 


are made of the King of France, to be per form'd by 
the King of Spain, which the King of France was to 

engage for. And as appears by an Entry in Lord Ma 
Straford's Book, Mr. Prior had Orders to fee if they thit 
had full Powers from Spain. In the ſpecial Prelinr den 
naries, an Acceptatian whereof was ſign'd by the 
Earl of Dartmauth and Mr. St. John, September the | 
27th, 1711. it is ſaid expreſly, The King promiſe Que 
in the Name of the King of Spain bis Grandſon, and i ><! 
according to the Powers which his Majefty has e 
ceiv'd from that Prince, That Port Mahan and dd I. 
Fraltar ſhall remain to the Engliſh. Theſe Steps had 


been taken by the 4 Miniſters, even before been 
her Majeſty had made theſe Declarations; which 1 0 
c 


the Committee cannot therefore but conclude het 
Majefty was not inform'd of. And altho the Queens, In 


3 were oblig'd by their Inſtructions Mini 
to inſiſt, That Spain and the Weft- Indies ſhould not be ¶ Picio 
allotted to any Branch of the Houſe of Bambu; i 2272! 
when the Plenipotentiaries of France, on the 11th 0! decla 
- Februaxy, 1713. gave in their Specifick Explanation for ſy 
of the General Preliminaries, ſign'd by Mr. Meſngger : ſuch 
the King of France made his firft Qffers in the Nam 50 , 
7 2 | 


„ 
and by virtue of Powers from his Grandſon King 
Philip, as King of Spain. On the 4th of March, 17 
at a Meeting of the Minifters of the Allies at Utrecht, 
where they were to communicate to each other their: 
reſpective Demands, Count Sinzendorff infifted, That 
the Reſtitution of the whole Spaniſh Monarchy ſhould 
be expreſly mention'd z upon which Occaſion it ap- 
pears, by a Letter from the Engliſh Miniſters of the 
6th of March, That they were the only Minifters: 
that did not make any mention at all of Spain, and 
that they were ſenſible of the diſadvantageous Con- 
reg of being ſo; but being deſirous to take 
off this Odium, they make a General Declaration 
concerning the juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction for 
the Queen's Allies, in Conformity to their Alliances; 
and humbly hope what was ſaid will not be found 
contrary to what has been hitherto declar'd. = 

All the Attempt that the Queen's Miniſters ever 
made towards obtaining this great Point, which her 
Majeſty declares, ſhe ſhould be ſorry any one could 
think ſhe did not do her ut moſt to procure, was to 
demand Aſſurances that the Crowns of France and 
Spain ſhould never be united. The Method of pre- 
renting this Union was never mention'd by the 
Queen's Minifters in order to be treated of, nor the 
Senſe of France and Spain ever ask'd upon it till the 


latter end of March, 1712. 


In this Mefſage her Majefty further adds, The World 
will nom ſee how groundleſs thoſe Reports are which have 
been ſpread abroad by Men of evil Intentions, to ſerve the 
worſt Deſigns, as if a Separate Peace had been treated, for 
which there has not been the air + colour given. 

In this Declaration, her Majeſty is advis'd by her 
Minifters, in order to clear them from the ju Suſ- 
picions which all the World had conceiv'd of the ſe- 
parate Meaſures they were engag'd in, not only to 
declare there had not been the leaſt colour given 
for ſuch Jealouſies, but to brand all that entertain 
ſuch Apprehenſions, with the Character of Men of 
evil Intentions, that had the worſt Deſigns 5888 
But that moſt juſt cauſe had been given for "theſe 

ff 0 G 3 Reports, 
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Reports, is ſufficiently evident from what was juf 
now obſerv'd, The Miniftry had inſiſted that the 
Secret ſhould be inviolably kept between Englay/ 
and France, exclufive of all the Allies. A {parate 
Negotiation between Eagland and France had been 
carry'd on by Papers ſent backward and forvarl, 
"and much Time ſpent therein, as is ſaid in Lon 
Stragard's Inſtructions. Mr. Prier had been ſent in. 
to France, and Mr. Meſnager had been in England, and 
not the leaſt Communication was given for fire 
Months together to any of theeAllies of theſe Tran. 
Actions, which were depending from April 1711, ta 
September 9 from the time that the firſt Pro. 
poſals fign'd by Monſieur de Tercy were ſent to the 
States, till the ſeven General Preliminaries fign'd 
by Mr. Meſnager, were communicated to them, 
"When theſe General Prelimiuaries were fign'd, WM Spa 
which were ſent over as a Foundation to open the dre. 
: General Conferences, a Set of Special Prelimina- I ver 
* Ties between Englaud and France was ſign'd on both poſi 
parts, which were, conceal'd, publickly difoawn'd, dies 
and never appear'd till this Enquiry ; and all theſe 28tl 
'TranfaQions had paſs'd, however diſguis'd to her fe 
Majefty, before the time that her Minifters advisd BM Han 
the Queen to impoſe fo groſly upon the Nation, as to WW 4 
declare in Parliament, there had not been the leatt MW © in 
colour given for theſe Surmiſes. a 
Her Majeſty is advis'd here to declare, That to F. 
report that a Separate Peace had been treated, pro. ha 
cCeeds from evil Intentions, and to ferve the wort WM * we 
8 But your Committee obſerve, That after IM * the 
this Declaration of the Queer, her Minifters pro- © fid 
Pole to France, agreed with France, and fent poſitite WW © mc 
and repeated Orders to the Queen's Plenipotentia« I © co 
Ties, not only to treat, but. ta conclude a Separate . Y 
3 Peace with France. On the 20th of June, 1712 Mr. hett. 
St. Jahn acquaints Monſieur de Torq, the Queen will WW Lore 
make no difficulty to conclude immediately a Sega: ſays, 
rate Peace with France, leaving the Allies a time . 2c 
wherein they may have liberty to fubtait to ſuch a 
Conditions, as ſhall be agreed upon between tbe | 
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an Queen and the moft Chriftian King, In anſwer te 
the W this, Monſieur de Torq tells Mr. St. Fobn, Upon con- 
ai dition the om does immediately make a Separate 
ate peace, and keep no Meaſures with her Allies, the 
een W King has determin'd to fend his Orders to permit 
u, the Eng lib Troops to enter into Dunkirk. On the 
ord Wh 12th of Zuly, 1712. Mr. St. Febn thinks the Queen in 
in. 2 Condition not to loſe a moment's time in conclu. 
2nd WM ding with the Minifters of France the Convention for 
five 2 General Suſpenſion of Arms both by Sea and Land, 
auf. and even the Treaty of Peace between Britain and 
to France. And on the 4th of Auguſt, 1712. Monſieur de 
ir acquaiuts Mr. St. John, That the King conſen- 
the ted to the Duke of Sawy's having Sicily upon certain 
zu Conditions; wherein one expreſs Condition is, That 
cm, 2 Peace be concluded between England, and France, 
nd, Spain, and Sawy, And at laſt, when the Treaty 
the drew near to a Concluſion, and almoſt all the Allies 
ina WW vere ready to ſign, on the 20th of February, 1724. 
oth WM poſitive Orders are ſent to the Brityh Plenipotentia- 
nd, ties to conclude and ſign with France; and on the 
eſe Ml 28th, Lord Botingbroke repeats his Orders to the Bris 
her WW ½ Plenipotentiaries to conclude and fign with 
1150 WM France e And acquaints them, The Duke of Shrew 
1s to WF © bury had declar'd, that their Lordſhips had Orders, 
caft W f in caſe the French comply'd, as they now [have 

© attually done, to fign her Majeſty's Peace with 

t to © France without further delay; and that his Grace 
pro. © had alſo declar'd, That in this caſe her Majeſty 
orft WM would open the Parliament by telling them that 
\fter MI © the had made à Peace with Fance: Theſe two Con- 
pro- Wl © fiderations, bis Lordſhip fays, were perhaps the 
tive Wl © mott prevalent Ianducements to the French Court to 
a WF © come roundly into her Majeſty's Propofitions.? 
Your Committee think they cannot cloſe this Head 
better than with repeating a Paſſage from one of + 
Lord Botingbroke's Letters to Mr. Prior, wherein he 
lays, If ſuch Overtures as theſe were not inftantly 
accepted, our Separate Peace would, fitting this 
« Parliament, be addreſsd for, made, approv' pond 


; 
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e the Cauſe of France for once become Popular in 
« Great-Britain. | 

On rhe 6th of June, 1712. the Queen ſays, 7 in 
now come to let you know upon what Terms a General Pea: 
may be made. * 

On the ſame Day, Lord Bolingbroke acquaints Mon. 
ſieur de Torcy, That tho the King of France had not 
anſwer'd the Queen's Demands, according to expec. 
© tation, the Queen would not defer going that day 
© to Parliament, and making all the Declarations 
© that were neceſſary to render the Nation unani: 
© mouſlly inclined to the Peace.“ 

The Queen ſays, The Difficulties had been increart 
by other Obſtructions, artfully contriv'd to hinder this grea 
and good Work, Whereas it is notorious, that the Mi. 
nifters had receiv'd but the Day before, the Account 
that King Philip had conſented to make the Renunciz- 
tion, upon which account only the Queen's ſpeaking 
to the Parliament had been defer'd. 

- The en ſays, I have not omitted any thing which 
might procure to all our Allies what is due to them by Trea- 
lies, and what is neceſſary for their Security. 

Lord Bolingbroke, on the very ſame Day, in his Let 
ter to Monſieur de Torcy ſays, * Lord Strafford is going 
© back to Utrecht, and the Inftruttions he is to carry 
© will put the Queen's Plenipotentiaries in a Cond: 
tion to keep no longer thoſe Meaſures to which 
© they have hitherto been oblig'd to ſubmit; but 
© from henceforth they may openly join with thoſe 
© of France, and give Law to them who will not ſubmit 
© to juft and reaſonable Conditions. | | 

The Queen fays, Nothing has mov'd me from ſteddily 
purſuing, in the firſt Place, the true Intereſt of my om 
Kingdoms, | | 


Lord Bolingbroke juſt before, on the 24th of 4, 


had propos'd to Monſieur de Torcy, That the Queen 


© being much more intent upon the General Peace, 


© than any particular Advantages, Commiſſaries 


* ſhould be appointed to ſettle, after the Peace, 
© ſuch Points relating to Trade, as requir'd a longer 


* Difcuſſion than the preſent Criſis would * i 
le ; 


* — 2 


„„ 


The Queen ſays, That to prevent the Union of the Two 


run cane, ſhe would not be content with what was Specula- 
tive, but inſiſted upon ſomething Solid: Altho Monſieur 
I 4 Torcy had before declar'd to the Queen's Minifters, 
Peart WF © That to accept of this Expedient which they pro- 
4 © pos'd, would be to build upon à ſandy Founda- 
Ol. tion.?“ 1 | I DT RD 
1 not The Queen ſays, The Nature of the Propoſal for a Re- 
PEc- BW nunciation is ſuch, that it executes it ſelf ; and that France 
day and Spain are thereby more effeFually divided than ever. 
tions But Monſieur de Torq had before aſſur d the Queen's 
nan e Minifters, that this Renunciation would be null 
„and void, by the fundamental Laws of France; and 
eas WM + they would deceive themſelves, who accepted of it 
geg as an Expedient to prevent the Union of the two 


© Crowns. | br, BE 3 
ou The Queen ſays, Proviſion is made, that the ſame 
nc. Privileges and Advantages as ſhall be granted to any other 
king WM Nation by France, ſhall be granted in like manner to us. 
„hut it appears by a Letter of Lord Bolingbroke's in 
which January following to the Duke of Shrewsbury, That 
Tres ¶ France refus'd/ to let our Trade ftand upon the foot of 
bens amiciſſima ; declar'd the Tariff of 1564, which 

Let- WH was granted to the Dutch, except the Four Species, 
on; was too Beneficial for Us; and refus'd to grant it un- 
arr il ti! another Tariff ſhould he made in Great Britain 
ndi- exactly conformable to that of 1664, whereby our 

bick WF Duties would be reduced as theirs are in France by 
but WF that Tariff. > 467 3 

hoſe As to our Commerce with France, the = ſays 
bmit i here, June the 6th, 1712. It was in @ Method of being 
WW /ttled, And Mr. Prior ſays of it in May following, 
adi near a Twelvemonth after, We had like to have 
vn made an Athanaſian Buſineſs of it at Utrecht, by that 
* Explanation of our own way of underftanding our 
Jon Commerce. Their Letters to you, full of 
* Surmiſes and Doubts, that all was unhing'dzzand 
their Letters to us again, that Explanations, how- 
erer made, were only to ſave Appearances, and 
* lgnified nothing: This Meange, I fay,:and my en- 
* deavouring to underftand' it, had like to make me 
- run 
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© run mad, if the Duke of Shrewsbury's extreme good 
< Senſe, and Monſieur de Torcy's not only honeſt, but 
© right Underftanding, had not redreſs'd us. 

The Queen ſays, The French conſented to deliver u 
Newfoundland and Placentia. But it muſt be re 
membred, that in the Preliminaries fign'd in 59. 
tember preceding, the French had reſerv'd to them: 
ſelves a Liberty of taking and drying Fiſh in Ne. 
foundland. | | 

The _— ſays, An abſolute Ceſſion was to be mud: 
of Nova Scotia, or Acadia, But Cape Breton, which 
was always underſtood to be, and is ſo declar'd by 
the Queen's Inſtructions to the Duke of Shrewshuy, 
to be part of Nova Scotia, is expreſly given up to 
France. . . 

The Queen ſays, The Trade to Spain and the Weſt: 
Indics may in general be ſettled, as it war in the time if 
the late King of Spain, Charles the Second, But when 
the Project of the Treaty of Commerce came fron 
Madrid, Lord Bolingbroke ſays of it, They had ſent 
* 2 Blind, Lame, Miſhapen, Indigeſted Monſter, 
* inſtead of that fair Offspring which we had reaſon 
* to expect from our Candour*” 


If all the other Parts of this Speech be ſtridtly 
examin'd, it will be found that the Miniftry did 6 
groſly deceive the Queen, in order to impoſe upon 
the Parliament by her Authority, that there 5 
ſcarce a Paragraph that does not contain ſome un- 
fair, or at leaft equivocal Repreſentation of the 
State of the Negotiations. And when the Queen 


was ad vis d by her Miniſters to make this Commu: 
- nication to Parliament, as the Terms upon which 3 


General Peace might be made, it is very evident, 


they had no Aſſurances that France would make good 


what they prevail'd upon the Queen to declare in ſo 
ſolemn and publick a manner. For on June the 11th, 
the Biſhop of Briſtol is directed by Mr. St. John, to 
diſcourſe with the Minifters of the Allies agreeabl 
to the Plan contain'd in her Majeſty's Speech. But 
before his Lordſhip makes this ſtep, Mr. St. _ 
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tells him, © It will be proper that he ſpeaks firſt with 
the French Plenipotentiaries upon this Subject, 
« whether they will be willing, and in what manner 
« they will be willing to give this Communication to 
© the Allies. In anſwer to which, the Biſhop of 
Briſtol writes word, June the 28th, that the French 
Plenipotentiaries declar'd they had no ſuch Orders, 
and without them they could not do it: And in this 


refuſal of owning the Queen's Speech, as containing 


their Maſter's Offers, and in abſolutely denying to 
treat upon it, the French Plenipotentiaries perfever'd, 
eren after the Dutch had conſented to treat upon 


that Plan, and to accept the Queen's Speech pro 
Materia tra andi. 


The Committee having proceeded thus far in 
the Peruſal and Examination of the Books 
and Papers refer d to them, thought it not 

proper to defer this Report until they had + 
per ſected what remains, eſpecially upon the 
Affairs of Dunkirk and the Aſſiento: In 
which they have made ſuch a Progreſs, that 
they hope they ſhall in a ſhort time be alle 
to lay them before the Houſe, 1 


